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From: Courtney Coe
To: Vilsack, Tom - OSEC, Washington, DC; SM.OSEC.AGSEC.OES
Cc: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: [USGC] 61st Annual Board of Delegates Meeting Invitation
Date: Monday, April 26, 2021 3:53:23 PM
Attachments: USGC 61st Annual Board of Delegates meeting invite.pdf

Secretary Vilsack,
 
On behalf of Ryan LeGrand and the U.S. Grains Council, I am attaching an invitation to participate as

a featured speaker at our 61st Annual Board of Delegates Meeting, scheduled to be held in Des
Moines, Iowa on Wednesday July 28, 2021.
 
We appreciate your ongoing support and hope that you can join us for the event.
 
 
Thank you,
Courtney Coe
Executive Assistant

Email:  ccoe@grains.org

 20 F Street, NW - Suite 900
Washington, DC 20001
www.grains.org
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From: D Wallace
To: Vilsack, Tom - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: [External Email]Request to add 5 & 10 gallon propane tanks to the approved SNAP list
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 8:52:33 PM

[External Email]
If this message comes from an unexpected sender or references a vague/unexpected topic;
Use caution before clicking links or opening attachments.
Please send any concerns or suspicious messages to: Spam.Abuse@usda.gov

Dear Secretary Vilsack and staff,

I live in Manhattan Beach, CA.  This is not a rural area; however, as a delegate to the CA Dem Party, I am
participating in an effort to reach out to rural areas in the state to identify areas of need and interest.

I was approached by single women with children in Lake and Mendocino Counties in northern CA but feel that their
request would be relevant for this same population in other rural areas throughout the US.

Their request is to add 5 and 10 gallon propane tanks to the approved list for SNAP.  These are a size that they can
carry.  And they are important so that they can cook their food.

Please let me know if there is a form to submit an official request this change in the approved SNAP list.

Thank you for your consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

Diane Wallace

CADEM Delegate AD 66
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March 2, 2021 
 
The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack         
Secretary of Agriculture          
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.  
Washington, DC 20250         
          
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
Congratulations on your nomination as the 32nd Secretary of Agriculture. Thank you 
again for presenting me with the Gold President’s Volunteer Service Award in 2012.  It 
was a true honor to be recognized as one of the top 5 USDA employees serving their 
community and country through volunteerism.   
 
Nonprofit organizations, such as Festival Argentino, provide valuable services to all 
members of the community, including some U.S. agricultural industries.  As you have 
mentioned several times, our Department is the People’s Department, and we have a 
responsibility to serve the community.  Therefore, volunteering is just another extension 
of our daily responsibilities at the USDA.  I was pleased to see the President and the First 
Lady’s note and hope now as a retired employee as of January 1, 2019 to continue 
leading as I am doing for 35 years and with the Departmental community service 
projects!  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to you and/or a representative 
to the 34th Argentine Festival USA during Hispanic Heritage Month! 
 
One of my responsibilities is to coordinate the speakers for our major events and present 
to you the Friendship Order of Mate.  Volunteerism is a core component of our 
organization, and we would be delighted if you could share a few words about the 
President’s emphasis on community service and your thoughts about how we can be 
better public servants. We want to help you reaching out about the existing of USDA 
Programs in our Exhibitor Fest and with artists for the Farmer’s Market. 
 
This family event will take place on September 18th, 2021, at the Thomas Jefferson 
Auditorium in Arlington, Virginia.  The ceremony will be a catered event, beginning at 4 
p.m.; government authorities are scheduled to be there at 6:20 p.m.  We are also 
preparing The Return Gala Reception at the Embassy of Argentina on September 17 
between 6:30pm to 8:30pm! More information can be provided as the date approaches. 
 
I would like to thank you again for recognizing me.  This was sincerely a great honor. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Daniel Rafael Manzoni 
Chairman - Argentine Committee of DMV-Virginia 
Argentina Day during Hispanic Heritage Month 
123 Jasper Place, Alexandria, VA 22304 
Email: info@festivalargentinousa.com 
Phone   
 
cc. 2012  
J.K. Granderg-Michaelson 
Assistant to the Director 
Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships 
Office of the Secretary, U. S. Department of Agriculture   
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March 24, 2021 
 
The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20250  
 
Dear Secretary Vilsack: 
 
As the largest free kosher food distribution program in the country, Met Council and its 
network of 101 food pantries congratulates you on your confirmation as Secretary and 
commends the Biden Administration’s immediate focus on the needs of America’s 
malnourished and undernourished needy families. 
 
The Covid pandemic left millions of Americans suddenly food insecure and the federal 
government responded, delivering billions of dollars in food assistance. But much of this 
funding failed to reach Muslim and Jewish families that abide by halal and kosher dietary laws. 
For example, the Trump Administration revamped the Farmers to Families food box program 
severely punishing dietary minorities by co-mingling kosher/halal and non-kosher/non-halal 
products and making the emergency food distributed under the program unsuitable for them. 
Unfortunately, funding for USDA in the American Rescue Plan Act fails to set aside a single 
dollar for kosher and halal emergency food. The consequences for hungry families of faith 
could not be more serious. USDA must act without any further delay to ensure nutritional 
equity for these needy families. 
 
We urge you to immediately designate Met Council as a national kosher and halal food bank 
and provide $100 million of funding to ensure that the millions of needy Americans with 
dietary restrictions don’t go hungry. The current national food bank network cannot and does 
not adequately serve these communities because it lacks the supply chain and community 
relationships to put adequate kosher and halal food on the table in America’s Jewish and 
Muslim communities. 
 
There are 17 Census Metropolitan Statistical Areas with combined Muslim and Jewish 
populations of 100,000 or more. It is imperative that you work with us to provide the funding 
desperately needed to serve these MSAs: 
 

• New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA 
• Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA 
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• Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI 
• Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX 
• Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX 
• Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV 
• Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD 
• Miami-Fort Lauderdale-W Palm Beach, FL 
• Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA 
• Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH 
• San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA 
• Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ 
• Detroit-Warren-Livonia, MI 
• San Diego-Carlsbad, CA 
• Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL 
• Denver Aurora-Lakewood, CO 
• Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD 

 
As Senator Gillibrand noted in her January 25, 2021 letter to you, the Trump Administration 
failed to feed America’s Jewish and Muslim families of faith.   

We ask you to rectify this injustice by providing sufficient funds from the American Rescue 
Plan Act to ensure food fairness for all Americans. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
David G. Greenfield 
CEO, Met Council 
 
cc:  Katharine Ferguson, Chief of Staff, in the Office of the Secretary 
       Sara Bleich, Senior Advisor, COVID-19, in the Office of the Secretary 
       Stacy Dean, Deputy Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services (FNCS) 
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Sent via email to Tom.Vilsack@usda.gov. 

March 12, 2021 

Tom Vilsack 
Secretary of Agriculture 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC  20250 
 
RE:  Leveraging Your Agency’s Funding Power to Abolish Apartheid in Alaska  

Dear Secretary Vilsack:   

I am writing you today in support of President Biden’s recent executive orders requiring federal agencies 
to identify ways to address racial inequality.  I want to alert you to the depth of systemic racial injustice 
in Alaska and then offer a suggestion how your agency can help effect long overdue change.     

Racial inequality is out of control in Alaska as documented by the federally established Alaska Advisory 
Committee (“Committee”) to the U.S. Commission of Civil Rights.  In 2002, the Committee conducted 
statewide hearings and issued a 58 page report of their findings, aptly titled, “Racism’s Frontier”.  

Referencing the concept of apartheid to help illustrate the pervasiveness of racism in Alaska, Racism’s 
Frontier singled out the comments of one observer who stated: “Apartheid is a very real thing here in 
Alaska.  It runs deep, it’s covert, it’s different than outright killing, but the net effects are the same.”1 

I came across Racism’s Frontier following my investigation into the wrongful conviction of an Alaska 
Native man from the small Native village of Hoonah, AK.  His name is Thomas Jack, Jr., who in 2010 at 
age 34 was sentenced to spend the next 50 years in jail.  The details of Mr. Jack’s conviction offer 
compelling evidence that apartheid is indeed rampant in Alaska’s criminal justice system.   

Chapter 4 of Racism’s Frontier addresses the state’s administration of justice towards Alaska Natives 
starting with the following statement: “At Statehood, the State assumed a constitutional obligation to 
provide equal protection under the law to all its citizens, not just to white citizens on the road system, 
but to Native citizens off the road system as well.  The State has failed to live up to these obligations.”2 

There are 230 federally recognized tribes in Alaska.  Many of these tribal members live a subsistence 
lifestyle in their native villages, far removed from the white urban law enforcement, attorneys, judges, 
and jurors who dominate the criminal justice system.  Racism’s Frontier documents the inherent 
problems with this system, including non-recognition of cultural differences that influence behavior3, 
inadequate defense bar funding, underemployment of Alaska Natives in the justice system, and the 
resulting disproportionate incarceration rates.   

1 Racism’s Frontier, page 6, citing a statement given by Gary Charles Patten, a Copper River Tlingit. 
2 Racism’s Frontier, page 36, citing a statement given by Lare Aschenbrenner, directing attorney, Native American 
Rights Fund, Alaska office. 
3 A good example is Mr. Jack being taught as a child age not to make direct eye contact when speaking to white 
people, especially those in authority.  Prior generations of Alaska Natives had learned such behavior invited 
trouble and/or punishment yet many uninformed whites would interpret that same behavior as a sign of guilt. 
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Racism’s Frontier set forth statistics showing adult Alaska Native males comprise just 7% of the general 
population but 36% of the male prison population.4  20 years later this disproportionate incarceration 
level not only remains the same for males, but for Alaska Native females it has dramatically worsened, 
increasing from 28% in 1999 to 44% in 2019!  

While investigating Mr. Jack’s wrongful conviction, I came across abhorrent conduct by State officials 
who in my opinion, recklessly and perhaps even maliciously, violated his constitutional rights.  White law 
enforcement avoided an appropriate investigation.  White prosecutors suppressed important 
exonerating evidence.  A white judge forced the second trial with a new and completely unprepared 
attorney representing Mr. Jack.  But the most troubling conduct was the excusal of all potential Alaska 
Native jurors from the two juries that decided his fate. 

Mr. Jack had a mountain of evidence in his favor, but his witnesses were primarily Alaska Native women 
from Hoonah.  They traveled by boat or plane to Juneau, Alaska’s capitol city, to testify on behalf of Mr. 
Jack, but their important observations were completely and categorically rejected by the second non-
native jury who ignored all the reasonable doubt and voted unanimously to convict.  The court 
transcripts suggest this jury was carefully constructed -- the judge privately questioned many potential 
jurors, including several Alaska Natives, and then excused them. 

Mr. Jack’s oldest sister, who holds a Masters in Social Work degree from Temple University, summed it 
up best a year ago.  She wrote, “Thomas’ reality is that he sits in prison because the ‘system’ ‘felt’ he 
was guilty. Not because they had evidence or eye witnesses.  They convicted him because they ‘could’. 
Thomas was a ‘win’ for a new prosecutor, and yet another ‘native boy’ from a village they thought 
‘probably’ did it.  Is this the justice you want for your son or brother?  Well it’s the justice we got…” 

Several of Mr. Jack’s constitutional rights were clearly and grossly violated by the State but on appeal, 
the white appellate judges turned their heads away and failed to uphold the law.  Ten years later I 
brought these constitutional violations to the attention of Alaska’s judiciary, executive, and legislative 
leaders, yet despite their current oaths to uphold Alaska’s Constitution, they have shown absolutely no 
interest in restoring justice.5  In the opinion of a high-ranking official in the Alaska Department of Law, 
Mr. Jack received due process.6   This is an example of what apartheid looks like in Alaska. 

I was informed by a well-placed legal source that cases like Mr. Jacks’ are not uncommon in Alaska.  A 
state administrator explained to me that Alaska Natives will typically agree to unfair plea bargains 
offered by prosecutors because they know they will not receive a fair trial before a jury of their peers.      

Last fall I requested the Alaska Judicial Council to nominate only those judicial candidates who are 
committed to upholding the constitutional rights of Alaska Natives.  I asked the Council to solicit 
feedback from Alaska Native tribes before making their selections for an important appellate court 
vacancy.  The Council, led by the state’s Chief Justice, refused and barely gave me the time of day.   

4 Racism’s Frontier, p. 43. 
5 In September 2019, I sent a confidential, 60 page investigative report detailing Mr. Jack’s wrongful conviction and 
multiple violations of his constitutional rights to the Alaska Governor, Attorney General, and Chief Justice of the 
Alaska Supreme Court.  Alaska state legislators subsequently received abridged reports of the constitutional 
violations but have not taken legislative action.   
6 The official sent me an email to this point, adding he would not engage with me further.   
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An Alaska Native woman speaking in favor of my request at a public hearing expressed her dismay at 
entering courtrooms and not seeing more people that look like her.  The Council ignored her.  We 
brought our request to the Governor, this time joined in by the written request of the leader of an 
organization representing 32,000 Alaska Natives.7  We were ignored.  Most recently, the legislative 
branch has showed a complete indifference to the problem.8 

If human decency and civil right concerns won’t get the attention of the Alaska state government, 
maybe money will.  The federal government has substantial leverage to force the state to implement 
racial justice in Alaska.  In 2009 it was only the threat of losing $85 million in federal aid that forced the 
Alaska legislature to pass a bill allowing qualified Indian tribes to enforce child support orders.9 

The Alaska State government is significantly dependent on federal funding from agencies, receiving 
approximately one third of its revenue from the U.S. government.  In 1986 the federal government 
flexed its financial muscle and helped resolve apartheid in South Africa through economic sanctions.  
The U.S. government has more than ample power to end apartheid in Alaska and this is where your 
agency can help.   

I request you direct your sub-agency and department heads to review their operations to identify all 
sources of funding to Alaska, in particular those that do not directly go to the benefit of Alaska Natives 
or rural communities.  I further request you condition future disbursements on the State’s ongoing proof 
that racial justice is no longer being deferred, that all branches of the State government are giving racial 
equality its highest priority and full and undivided attention.  For Alaska Native victims of racial 
inequality like Mr. Jack, you may be their last hope. 

Fortunately, some of this important work may have already been completed pursuant to the directives 
of Executive Order 13950 issued last fall.  Section 5 of that Order required agencies to review their grant 
programs and require recipients to certify they would not use federal funds to promote racism.   

Thank you for your time and consideration and I look forward to working with you and your staff 
towards finally dismantling Alaska’s system of apartheid.  If you would like I can send you copies of the 
documents cited herein, including Racism’s Frontier. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Ignell 
Forensic Journalist, www.poweredbyjustice.com  
Public Advocacy And Justice For All Alaskans 

7 Letter to Alaska Governor Dunleavy dated December 17, 2020 from Mr. Richard Peterson, President of the 
Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska. 
8 On February 26, 2021 I sent an email to all 60 Alaska state legislators urging them to take immediate action to 
resolve racial injustice in Alaska, citing President Biden’s inaugural proclamation that racial justice in the United 
States will no longer be deferred.  As of the date of this letter, I have not received a single response. 
9 Testimony presented on April 16, 2009 in favor of Alaska Senate Bill 96. 
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agrochemicals is counterproductive to the USDA’s climate-friendly agriculture goals, as they strip
the soil of beneficial bacteria and capacity for resilience and carbon sequestration which results in
significant greenhouse gas emissions. Synthetic nitrogen fertilizer use and production is the single
largest contributor of nitrous oxide, which is 300 times more of a damaging greenhouse gas than
carbon dioxide.  Further, synthetic agrochemicals poison our nation’s waterways and drinking water,
and pose serious health risks to farmworkers, the public, and wildlife. 

Businesses support regenerative agriculture and soil health practices, including a steep reduction in
the use of pesticides, to build agricultural supply chains that are more resilient in the face of extreme
weather events and climate change. 

We strenuously oppose any action that puts the profits of a handful of polluters above public
wellbeing, a thriving small-business economy, and another country’s right to self-determination. We
urge you to respect the measures taken by the Mexican government to protect its people’s health and
its environment. 

Sincerely,

David Levine, Cofounder & President 

David
David Levine 
Cofounder & President 
American Sustainable Business Council 
M: 
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May 5, 2021 

The Honorable Thomas Vilsack 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture US Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue SW Washington DC 20250  

The Honorable Katherine Tai 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 600 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20508  

Dear Ambassador Tai and Mr. Secretary: 

On behalf of the American Sustainable Business Council, we welcome the Administration’s stated commitment to 
listening to the science, improving public health, protecting the environment and limiting exposure to dangerous 
chemicals and pesticides, while holding polluters accountable and prioritizing environmental justice particularly for 
communities of color and low-income communities.  

As such, we would like to iterate our support for the Mexican government’s policy decision to ban the planting of 
transgenic corn and glyphosate gradually by 2024, as well as for the NOM-051 that allows the implementation of a frontal 
warning labeling on packaged food and beverages. We consider these measures to be a necessary and fundamental step in 
the transition to a more resilient and regenerative agri-food economy.   

The American Sustainable Business Council partners with business organizations and companies to advocate for solutions 
and policies that support an equitable and sustainable stakeholder economy. ASBC and our association members 
collectively represent over 250,000 businesses across size, sectors and geographies with many in farming, ranching and 
related agricultural enterprises. ASBC takes a “whole-systems” view to building a just and sustainable economy. 

To build a food and agricultural system that is truly able to combat the climate crisis, the USDA needs to facilitate a 
transition towards approaches like regenerative agriculture, agroecology, and organic agriculture while foregrounding 
resilience, justice, and equity. The use of synthetic agrochemicals is counterproductive to the USDA’s climate-friendly 
agriculture goals, as they strip the soil of beneficial bacteria and capacity for resilience and carbon sequestration which 
results in significant greenhouse gas emissions. Synthetic nitrogen fertilizer use and production is the single largest 
contributor of nitrous oxide, which is 300 times more of a damaging greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide.  Further, 
synthetic agrochemicals poison our nation’s waterways and drinking water, and pose serious health risks to farmworkers, 
the public, and wildlife.  

Businesses support regenerative agriculture and soil health practices, including a steep reduction in the use of pesticides, 
to build agricultural supply chains that are more resilient in the face of extreme weather events and climate change.  
We strenuously oppose any action that puts the profits of a handful of polluters above public wellbeing, a thriving small-
business economy, and another country’s right to self-determination. We urge you to respect the measures taken by the 
Mexican government to protect its people’s health and its environment.  

Sincerely, 

David Levine, Cofounder & President 
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From: David Moen
To: Vilsack, Tom - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: Please prevent the Black Ram Timber Sale
Date: Friday, March 5, 2021 3:48:37 PM

Dear honorable Secretary Vilsack,
I’m writing you to urge you to please stop the "Black Ram" timber sale in the Kootenai National
Forest of Northwestern Montana.  It targets some of the last remining old growth forest stands left
in our region and this is short-sided and foolish in the face of President Biden’s commitments to fight
climate change since old growth forests sequester huge quantities of atmospheric carbon!  Not to
mention, this is an important forest area for grizzlies and other recovering wildlife species we need
to protect.

Thank you!
David

>><<<><><<>><><>>><< 
David Moen, M.S.    
Conservation Biologist
Nez Perce Wildlife Division
W: 
C: 
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NEW MEXICO ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS NMACD 
163 Trail Canyon Road 575 361-1413 
Carlsbad, NM  88220 conserve@nmacd.org 

April  15, 2021 

USDA Secretary Thomas J. Vilsack.  
United State Department of Agriculture 
1400 independence avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250  

 Sent via email: tom.vilsack@usda.gov 

Dear Secretary Vilsack: 

On behalf of the New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts (NMACD), I am writing to 
highly recommend Jonas Moya be appointed as State Executive Director of New Mexico’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). Mr. Moya holds a BS in Agricultural Economics and Business from New 
Mexico State University. A seasoned agriculturist with a central interest in modern farming 
techniques, agribusiness, crop production, agronomy, sustainability, and environmental 
conservation, Mr. Moya has developed a broad skillset based around arable farming in New 
Mexico. His successful record of championing improved agricultural policies and expansion of critical 
funding and resources can be credited to his ability in cultivating long-lasting relationships and 
strategic alliances with New Mexican farmers and ranch owners, residents, and agricultural and 
rural community leaders across State and Federal agencies. 

A fourth-generation agriculturist with deep roots in New Mexico’s diverse agriculture, Mr. Moya 
brings over five years of progressive experience in the industry. Mr. Moya’s recent history includes 
serving as Executive Director for New Mexico Cattle Grower’s Association (NMCGA), where he led 
strategic planning and operations while representing the organization as both a lobbyist and 
community spokesperson. Prior to NMCGA, Mr. Moya was the Civic Engagement & Policy 
Manager at New Mexico First, where he led the development and implementation of agricultural 
public policy initiatives and advocacy campaigns through civic engagement efforts. Mr. Moya was 
highly regarded for building inclusive, non-partisan coalitions while fostering collaborative 
environments that embraced diverse and unique perspectives. NMACD worked with Jonas at both 
jobs with NM Cattle Growers Association and NM First and he was always professional and 
eager to learn and work with everyone. 

Mr. Moya’s lifelong passion for agriculture stems from his childhood. Born and raised on his 
grandmother’s farm and cattle ranch in Tucumcari, New Mexico, Mr. Moya learned the ropes of 
farm management as he helped his family manage their farming and ranching operations. As a 
teenager, Mr. Moya owned and operated a cow-calf operation and was State Vice President of 
his local Future Farmers of America (FFA) chapter during his senior year in high school.  
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From working family-operated farms and cattle ranches to managing international livestock trading 
with Mexico, Mr. Moya brings to FSA his vast knowledge and expertise of New Mexico’s intricate 
and diverse farm and ranch operations, along with his experience in fundraising, community 
relations, advocacy, and public policy. Mr. Moya not only recognizes the deep challenges facing the 
agricultural industry but has experienced them firsthand — the lack of locally grown foods 
purchased by New Mexicans, a shrinking agriculture sector, the consequences of having no 
succession plan for farmers and ranchers, and the need for value-added industries in the state. As 
he looks to the future of New Mexico’s agriculture industry, he does so through this lens. 

One of the challenges Mr. Moya is determined to address, if appointed as State Executive Director, 
is the aging crisis that threatens New Mexico’s farming and ranching. Agriculture is becoming a 
forgotten industry by young professionals who prefer life and work in cities. Without an adequate 
supply of skilled agriculturalists to replace a generation of experienced farmers expected to retire in 
the coming years, the future of New Mexico’s farm and ranch industry grows uncertain. Mr. Moya’s 
vision is to eliminate the stigma around farming and ranching and convince the younger generation 
that agriculture can be a viable way of life. 

In addition to enhancing youth engagement, Mr. Moya is motivated to address the economic 
challenges of the industry. The cost of agricultural operations and return on investments present  
daily challenges to New Mexican farmers and ranchers. Mr. Moya’s priority as State Executive 
Director would be to improve local farmers and ranchers’ financial conditions and profitability 
through additional on-the-ground assistance with federal grants and loans for individuals and 
groups who have historically been underserved or do not typically qualify for funding. 

I am confident that Mr. Moya’s diverse experience in agriculture, management, and advocacy will 
be an invaluable asset to New Mexico. If an appointment to State Executive Director of New 
Mexico’s FSA is not feasible at this time, I would like to highly recommend Mr. Moya for State 
Executive Director of USDA Rural Development in New Mexico or Administrator of the Grain 
Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration. I am confident that Mr. Moya will do an 
outstanding job of heading the state’s FSA programs and management activities while providing 
oversight of the organization’s operations and managing the board of directors. 

Sincerely, 

Debbie Hughes, New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts Executive Director 

2021-OSEC-03690-F 
Interim 1

Page 228 of 395





enforce the brush clearance of vacant land either. Given your high-profile
position would you please help with these urgent and serious problems? 

I have attached a PDF of a presentation I sent last July to the following
agencies. There were others not listed here.

United States Forest Service- DC Office, State of CA and locally
Governor Gavin Newsom
Mayor Eric Garcetti
Los Angeles County Supervisor Kathryn Barger
CA Department of Fish and Wildlife
CA Highway Patrol
Los Angeles Sherriff Department
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

Debra Marcine Belcher

-
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On February 26, 2021 the House of 
Representatives passed the Protecting 
America’s Wilderness (PAW) and Public 

Lands Act, also known as H.R. 803

Through expansion of the San Gabriel 
Mountains National Monument by over 
109,000 acres, creation of a new national 

recreation area, and designation of 
wilderness and wild and scenic rivers, the 

act also would invest in equitable access in 
the Los Angeles region.

*Big Tujunga Canyon falls within this 
additional 109,000 acres.
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