
From: Chris Moore
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: Cindy Delaney
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WAFWA’s Virtual Summer Meeting
Date: Friday, April 30, 2021 3:21:48 PM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hi - your contact information was sent to me by Roslyn Sellars regarding a scheduling request for
Secretary Haaland. 

We are in the process of planning the WAFWA Summer Meeting and would like Secretary Haaland to
attend and participate as our plenary speaker. Specifically, we would like the Secretary to welcome
folks to the meeting and discuss her priorities as Secretary and interest in western fish and wildlife
issues. Ideally, she would be able to present in person, but we could alternatively arrange for short
15-minute pre-recorded talk if her schedule is constrained. The meeting will be entirely virtual, and
the plenary is scheduled for Wednesday, July 14th from 2 - 4 pm MST. More information on the
summer meeting can be found here: https://wafwa.org/wafwa conference/wafwa-2021-summer-
meeting/ 

I think that the WAFWA summer meeting offers a unique opportunity for Secretary Haaland to
connect with her fellow Western conservation professionals and hope she can participate. Please
contact me regarding next steps and with any questions. Thank you for your consideration - C

Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D.
Acting Executive Director
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
3380 Americana Terrace Suite 320
Boise, ID 83706

O: 208-331-9431
C: 302-222-6373

wafwa.org



From: Ron Sharp
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 1836 Article 14 Patent Not Recorded Until 1925 as Scrip In Lieu of a Patent
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 2:07:50 PM
Attachments: SER Patent 967392 (3).PDF

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Honorable Deb Haaland
Secretary of Interior

Maddame Secretary:

I would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you or from someone from your office.

The subject relates to an Article 14 Choctaw patent signed in 1836 by President Andrew
Jackson, however were not recorded until by the US Interior Department until October 5,
1925.
[Attachment/ 1836 Article 14 Choctaw Patent of Louisa Wilson/ Section 27- Township 14,
Range 11 east/ Choctaw Meridian/ Mississippi]

Once the 1836 patent was authorized in 1925 it was done so under the Act of Congress of
August 23, 1842 as scrip in lieu of a patent.

https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?
accession=967392&docClass=SER&sid=f5ar2mop.uyo

The Article 14 Choctaw patents were to be provided to Choctaw claimants under the 1830
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek.

Please forward to me an available time.

Your consideration is greatly appreciated!

Thank you!
Ron Sharp
senatorsharp@gmail.com
(405) 788-2298 cell
(405) 275-0669





From: Ron Sharp
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 1836 Article 14 Patent Not Recorded Until 1925 as Scrip In Lieu of a Patent
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 4:24:30 PM
Attachments: SER Patent 967392 (3).PDF

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Madame Secretary:

If at all possible I would appreciate directly discussing this matter with you.

Thank you!
Ron Sharp
405-788-2298 cell
405-275-0669 home

Honorable Deb Haaland
Secretary of Interior

Madame Secretary:

I would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you or from someone from your office.

The subject relates to an Article 14 Choctaw patent signed in 1836 by President Andrew
Jackson, however were not recorded until by the US Interior Department until October 5,
1925.
[Attachment/ 1836 Article 14 Choctaw Patent of Louisa Wilson/ Section 27- Township 14,
Range 11 east/ Choctaw Meridian/ Mississippi]

Once the 1836 patent was authorized in 1925 it was done so under the Act of Congress of
August 23, 1842 as scrip in lieu of a patent.

https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?
accession=967392&docClass=SER&sid=f5ar2mop.uyo

The Article 14 Choctaw patents were to be provided to Choctaw claimants under the 1830
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek.

Please forward to me an available time.

Your consideration is greatly appreciated!



Thank you!
Ron Sharp
senatorsharp@gmail.com
(405) 788-2298 cell
(405) 275-0669



From: JonesRC@gtlaw.com
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S; SLearn@bgca.org; aknapp@bgca.org
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boys and Girls Clubs in Indian Country Meeting Request
Date: Friday, May 7, 2021 3:54:25 PM
Attachments: Haaland Meeting Invite Letter.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Cristina,
Hope you are doing well. I am reaching out to follow up on a meeting request from the
Boys and Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) to meet with Secretary Haaland. We know that
the Secretary has a hectic schedule, and we regret that she was not able to participate
in this year’s event. However, we would be eager to see if there are opportunities in
the future to set up some time for her to hear about the important work BGCA is doing
with Native American youth.
Please let us know if you believe there will be an opportunity to set up a conversation
between the Secretary and a small group of our Native Club leaders and Tribal Leaders
to learn about the important work being done by the BGCA with tribal youth.
BGCA is very proud of the work done by Boys & Girls Clubs in Indian Country, which has
spent 30 years serving Native youth and enabling Native youth specially to thrive. As
the largest Native-youth serving organization in the nation, we appreciate your
dedication to public service and equal opportunities for all Native and Tribal
communities. Our over 200 Native Clubs serve more than 120,000 Native youth in over
130 Native communities.
Again we appreciate how busy the Secretary is, and are grateful for your consideration.
Please let us know if the Secretary has any availability in the coming weeks, and do not
hesitate to reach out if I can answer any questions. Thank you again your consideration
of this request.
Regards,
Bob

From: Jones, Bob (Shld-DC-GovLP) <JonesRC@gtlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 2:02 PM
To: cristina villa@ios.doi.gov
Cc: lawrence roberts@ios.doi.gov; SLearn@bgca.org; aknapp@bgca.org
Subject: Boys and Girls Clubs in Indian Country Meeting Request

Cristina,
I am reaching out on behalf of the Boys and Girls Clubs of America (BGCA)
to request a meeting with Secretary Haaland on Thursday, April 22.
Specifically, we would be grateful for the opportunity to have the
Secretary meet with a small group of our Native Club leaders and Tribal



Leaders to learn about the important work being done by the BGCA with
tribal youth.
I have attached a March 25 letter from BGCA to Secretary Haaland,
formally requesting a meeting with the Secretary.
Boys & Girls Clubs in Indian Country is approaching its 30th year of service
to building resiliency in our Native youth and enabling Native youth
specially to thrive. As the largest Native-youth serving organization in the
nation, we appreciate your dedication to public service and equal
opportunities for all Native and Tribal communities. BGCA is very proud of
our work being done by over 200 Native Clubs, who serve more than
120,000 Native youth in over 130 Native communities.

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of this important work, a group of
Native Club leaders would be honored to meet with the Secretary to
discuss the needs and potential of Native youth. The group will be led by
Carla Knapp, National Vice President of Native Services at BGCA. Carla is a
proven leader on Native issues, and has worked with Native youth
through the BGCA since 2013. Carla is a tribal member of the Penobscot
Indian Nation, and Bear Clan.
Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can answer any questions. Thank
you again your consideration of this request.
Regards,
Bob
Bob Jones 
Shareholder 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
2101 L Street N.W. | Washington, D.C. 20037 
T +1 202.331.3183  | C +1 202.256.5689 
JonesRC@gtlaw.com | www.gtlaw.com  |  View GT Biography

If you are not an intended recipient of confidential and privileged information in this email,
please delete it, notify us immediately at postmaster@gtlaw.com, and do not use or
disseminate the information.





 

Represented in this cohort will be the Woodland Boys & Girls Clubs in Wisconsin, the Bay Mills 

Boys & Girls Clubs in Michigan, the Bordertown Boys & Girls Clubs in Maine, the Akwesasne Boys 

& Girls Clubs in New York, and the Wilton Rancheria Boys & Girls Clubs in California. We believe 

that our Tribal leaders are our biggest champions and recognize their strength, presence, and 

voice as Tribal Leaders. Each of our Native Club leaders will be joined by a partnering Tribal 

leader from their community.   

Given the tremendous role of your Department in the new Administration, we are contacting 

you today to request you and your office meet with our Native Club leaders and Tribal Leaders 

on Thursday, April 22nd at your convenience to be part of this virtual event.   

We are committed to strengthening Native cultural identity, improving emotional well-being, 

and elevating the voices of our Native youth to be able to tell their own stories. Our Clubs work 

to build an empowering and hopeful environment that reflects every youth’s community and 

emphasizes a sense of belonging. Boys & Girls Clubs of America stands ready to work with you to 

empower the next generation of youth leaders and open the door to great futures. 

We are available at your earliest convenience and look forward to coordinating this meeting 

through Alex Knapp at aknapp@bgca.org. 

 

We look forward to meeting with you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carla Knapp 

National Vice President, Native Services 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America 



From: Stanley, Nancy A - (nstanley)
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Steed, Mary W - (marywsteed)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Commencement Request: Secretary Haaland
Date: Thursday, April 15, 2021 11:43:26 AM
Attachments: EVENT REQUEST - UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hello Cristina,

I am attaching the completed information form for Secretary Haaland's recorded remarks.

If anyone working on draft remarks needs very specific points of information, they should feel
free to contact me or Mary Steed, the primary contact listed on the form, at any time.

Thanks so much for making this happen!

Nancy

Nancy Stanley
Assistant Dean, Strategic Relations
James E. Rogers College of Law
The University of Arizona
(520) 626-9223 (direct)
(520) 979-0142 (mobile)
nstanley@email.arizona.edu

From: Villa, Cristina M <cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 4:17 PM
To: Myers, Sarah E - (sarahmyers) <sarahmyers@email.arizona.edu>; Stanley, Nancy A - (nstanley)
<nstanley@arizona.edu>
Subject: [EXT]Commencement Request: Secretary Haaland

External Email
Hi Sarah,
Pleasure speaking with you just now. As discussed, sending our event’s request form here and
welcome additional supplemental information. We are aiming to do recordings early next
week and it would be helpful to receive the completed form and additional information by
12:00pm MDT Thursday, April 15th.
Thank you,
Cristina Villa
Director of Scheduling & Advance
Department of Interior



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Event Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is participating at your 
event and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the highest ethical 
standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to confirm a speaker or as an 
attendee at an external event. 
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one single submission will 
assist with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 

Event Title: 
2021 Convocation keynote remarks  
(VIRTUAL AND PRE-RECORDED) 

 
 

Event Date:  
Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

 

Event Time:  
10pm ET/7PM Arizona 

Event Total Time: 2.5 hours 
Exact Speaking Time: 8 – 11 minutes 
Speech/Remarks Length: Can be briefer 
  

Event Location: 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of 
Law Convocation at  
Davis Sport Center (outdoor venue) 
University of Arizona 
 

Virtual Platform:    
  
Since the Secretary’s remarks will be pre-recorded, we 
will provide an upload link. 
  
 

Contact information:  
 
Mary Steed 
Graduation Coordinator 
James E. Rogers College of Law 
520-621-1498 

 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Mary Steed 
Graduation Coordinator 
James E. Rogers College 
of Law 
520-621-1498 

 
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
Mary Steed 
Graduation Coordinator 
James E. Rogers College of 
Law 
520-621-1498 

 
 

Brief event description and purpose:  
 
This is the regular May convocation for an 
estimated 200 law graduates at the University of 
Arizona. Most but not all are JD graduates: some 
are engaged in graduate law study that does not 
lead to legal practice. A fair number are alobal 
students. Students will attend both in person and 
virtually.  
 

Description (please identify whether the event is a 
fundraising event): 
 
NO. 
 
Purpose: graduation celebration 
 
 
 

Identify the desired role of the Secretary.  
 
Deliver recorded keynote remarks for ceremony. 

Roles (select one):  
 
Keynote 
 
 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  NO 
  

 

(b) (6)
(b) (6) (b) (6)









From: Christian Reece
To: Interior, Scheduling; Leila Getto; policy
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Club 20 Speaking Request
Date: Monday, May 10, 2021 3:39:10 PM
Attachments: Virtual DC Fly-In Draft Agenda.docx

C20-Meeting Information Request Form.docx
DOI Haaland Invitation 2021.doc

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good Afternoon Leila and team,
We hope your week is off to a great start.
As you may recall, Club 20 is a 68-year-old non-partisan advocacy coalition in Western
Colorado, tasked with elevating the voice of our region on state and federal issues.
Typically, we travel to Washington, DC every other year to meet with elected and
appointed leaders, but we are conducting our visit virtually this year due to the ongoing
pandemic.
As such, we are hoping Interior Secretary Haaland or someone from her senior
leadership team will be able to join us virtually on either May 26th or May 27th for a brief
DOI update followed by Q & A.
A formal invitation and draft agenda with available time slots is attached and we are
hopeful that one of these slots will work with the Secretary’s schedule.
Please let me know what questions to may have and thank you in advance for your
assistance!
Thank you,
Christian Reece
Executive Director
Club 20
(970) 242-3264 office
(970) 250-2696 cell

Celebrating 68 years of advocating on behalf of Western Colorado!



(E) Cristina_Villa@ios.doi.gov
Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act

(FOIA)











 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
May 10, 2021 
 
The Honorable Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street NW, Rm. 5665 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Emailed this date to:   Leila Getto; leila_getto@ios.doi.gov; Scheduler: scheduling_sio@ios.doi.gov  
 
RE: Requesting a virtual meeting on May 26 or 27, 2021 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
Club 20 is a 68-year-old non-partisan coalition of individuals, businesses, associations and local 
governments with members from 22 counties West of the Continental Divide in Colorado.   (Please feel 
free to visit us on the web at www.club20.org.)  Public lands are an integral part of the Club 20 region and, 
as such, our members have a vested interest in the management and use of those lands. Given that 70% of 
our region is owned by the federal government, our communities value a close working relationship with 
the resource management professionals within the Departments of Interior. 
 
As part of our organization’s mission to advocate for Western Colorado, Club 20 hosts civic leaders from 
Western Colorado in Washington D.C. and arranges opportunities to meet with elected and appointed 
officials to discuss issues of interest to our region.   Due to the ongoing pandemic, we are conducting our 
meetings virtually this year and would very much like to meet with you or someone from your senior 
leadership team for approximately 20-30 minutes on either May 26 or May 27.   
 
Our members would like to visit with you about your vision for managing the Department of Interior and 
the many resources under your jurisdiction.  We also would like to discuss how our local communities can 
continue to partner with the various entities within the DOI for the mutual benefit our communities and 
citizens. 
 
We would like to thank you in advance for your consideration of this request to meet with you on May 26 
or 27 via Zoom.  We would appreciate the opportunity to visit with you and hope that this timing will work 
for your schedule.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions about our organization or our upcoming VIRTUAL visit to 
Washington D.C.  I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christian Reece 
Executive Director, Club 20 
Ph:  970-242-3264  Fax:  970-245-8300 
Christian@club20.org  

“Voice of the Western Slope Since 1953” 
A coalition of individuals, businesses and local governments  

 
 

(970) 242-3264  FAX (970) 245-8300 
P.O. Box 4795  Grand Junction, CO  81502-4795 

www.club20.org 
 



From: Hartshorn, Emily
To: james@britanniaenvironmental.com
Cc: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Contact Info
Date: Friday, March 26, 2021 11:37:02 AM
Attachments: Meeting Request From James Glover.msg

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hi James,
It was great to talk with you today. I appreciated hearing more about your program and would love
to get you connected with the correct person.
I have cc’d the Department of the Interior scheduling email above. Please resubmit your request
here, as they will be able to let you know about commitments on the Secretary’s time.
As for Senator Heinrich’s office, the best person to email your request to would be Caitie Terry
(caitie terry@heinrich.senate.gov).
Please don’t hesitate to reach out again. We, as the office of the First Congressional District of New
Mexico, can’t take any meetings related to legislation or policy, but I can answer any questions you
might have!
Sincerely,
Emily Hartshorn | Scheduler/Office Manager
She/Her/Hers
New Mexico’s First Congressional District
o: 202.225.6316
c: 202.650.7724



From: no-reply-cao-web@mail5.housecommunications.gov
To: Haaland.Scheduling@mail.house.gov
Subject: Meeting Request From James Glover
Date: Thursday, February 25, 2021 4:22:42 PM

Name: Mr. James Glover

ADDRESS: 

Email: james@britanniaenvironmental.com

PHONE: 5054009439 Standard voice telephone 
(Voice is normal phone, VP is VideoPhone, TTD is Text-Telephone Device)

Your Organization

Name: Britannia Environmental Consulting

Your Title: Owner/Environmental Scientist

Organization’s Website: www.britanniaenvironmental.com

Activity Details

Type of Request: Meeting Request

Location of Event:: In District

Date of Engagement: Mon, 03/01/2021

Number of Attendees: 1

Topic of Engagement: Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program

Additional Details:

The Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation Program (NALEMP) is a Federally
funded program addressing Department of Defense (DoD) impacts on Tribal lands. My
business, based in Albuquerque, primarily serves local Tribes that receive NALEMP funding
to remediate lands impacted by the DoD. Specifically, the Pueblos of Laguna, Isleta, Acoma,
San Felipe, Santa Ana, Santo Domingo, and Zuni have all received NALEMP funding, with
the vast majority of work involving munitions remediation from historical World War II
testing. 
On January 1, 2021, the NALEMP was enacted into law as part of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021. Prior to this, and since its inception in 1993, the
NALEMP was a line item in the Appropriations Bill, with an annual budget of ~$12M. This
budget has remained the same since 1993, and with the number of projects and Tribal entities

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



impacted by DoD activities, the funding needs to be increased.
I believe that the Congresswoman (or hopefully Secretary) will be ideally placed to help
advocate for this Program in whatever role she is in. Locally, her own Tribe is impacted, and
nationally, there are many Tribal entities who would benefit from an expedited resolution to
their impacted lands. 
Thank you. James

**************Additional Information:***********************

In case you receive an email with threatening language, please contact U.S. House Information
Security office at 202-226-4988 and provide the following data:

Submitted on: Thursday, February 25, 2021 - 4:22pm

Submitted by user: Anonymous

IP Address: 

Submission URL: https://haaland.house.gov/node/227/submission/149321

Serial number: 630

Submission ID: 149321

(b) (6)



From: Landon, Bren
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DAR Invitation - Secretary Deb Haaland, DOI - DAR Virtual Convention July 2 (pre-recorded remarks

request)
Date: Monday, April 26, 2021 10:30:11 AM
Attachments: Sec Haaland DOI DAR Virtual Congress invite.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Department of the Interior Office of Scheduling,
On behalf of DAR President General Denise VanBuren, I’m pleased to attach this letter inviting
Secretary Haaland to provide video remarks at our Virtual 130th Continental Congress highlighting
the important work of the Department of the Interior in preserving our nation's most important
historic lands, sites, monuments and properties. This year, we plan to present our annual convention
broadcast online to our 190,000 members across the country due to ongoing pandemic safety
concerns and gathering size restrictions in the District of Columbia. We plan to create a special
virtual ceremony on July 2, 2021 with pre-recorded/pre-edited video remarks and award
presentations and we sincerely hope that we will be able to include Secretary Haaland and the
Department of the Interior during the ceremony if she would be able to provide short video remarks.
Here is an example of last year’s first-ever DAR Virtual Continental Congress Opening Night
Ceremony: https://youtu.be/kTxTP6UfTUU
This July 2 virtual ceremony will focus on a theme of historic preservation, which we hope will
include recognizing the Department of the Interior’s long commitment to conserve and manage the
Nation’s natural resources and cultural heritage for the benefit, enjoyment and education of the
American people. We are still finalizing some details for the virtual event but I’m happy to provide
more information or answer any questions in the meantime. Our hope is to make it as convenient as
possible for Secretary Haaland to provide brief pre-recorded remarks and that would be the extent
of the commitment for her participation if she is able to accept.
I look forward to hearing from you – or if you could put me in touch with or pass along our invitation
to another appropriate representative for the Department of the Interior.
Thanks,
Bren

__________
Bren Landon
Director of Public Relations 
Daughters of the American Revolution
1776 D Street NW
Washington, DC 20006
www.dar.org



Denise Doring VanBuren 
President General 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 
1776 D Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20006-5303 
 
 

            April 21, 2021 
Deb Haaland 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland, 
 
On behalf of the Daughters of the American Revolution, it is my honor to invite you to provide video remarks at our 
Virtual 130th Continental Congress highlighting the important work of the Department of the Interior in preserving 
our nation's most important historic lands, sites, monuments and properties. 
 
During a special virtual ceremony on Friday, July 2, 2021 we will celebrate the completion of the historic restoration 
of our more than 90-year-old DAR Constitution Hall concert hall, recognized on the National Register of Historic 
Places, and want to honor those organizations and institutions that work hard to preserve the history and lands of our 
country.  
 
The DAR was founded in 1890 to preserve the memory and spirit of the Revolutionary patriots who secured 
independence for America, and our mission is to promote historic preservation, education and patriotism. DAR 
members preservation efforts include the participation in the creation of commemorations and memorials, restoring 
and maintaining historic sites, preservation of genealogical records, artifacts, and documentation, as well as monetary 
support through our historic preservation grants. With this similar mission towards preservation, we would be 
delighted to recognize the Department of the Interior’s long commitment to conserve and manage the Nation’s natural 
resources and cultural heritage for the benefit and enjoyment of the American people. 
 
This year, we will hold the ceremony virtually to adhere to safety and gathering size limits related to the ongoing 
pandemic. We would be grateful if you would consider providing remarks via a recorded video message, which will 
be broadcast to our 190,000 members watching nationwide. Last year, Smithsonian Secretary Lonnie Bunch, historian 
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and author Rick Atkinson all participated in our Virtual Opening Night Ceremony via pre-
recorded videos, due to the pandemic.  
 
We sincerely hope you will be able to provide short, pre-recorded video remarks that we can include in our virtual 
ceremony on July 2, 2021.  Please contact me at dvanburen@dar.org or our Public Relations Director, Bren Landon, 
at (202) 572-0563 or blandon@dar.org.  I look forward to hearing from you -- and I thank you for your devotion to 
preserving and promoting America’s story through our natural resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Denise Doring VanBuren 
 

DDV/cbl 
 



From: Juett, Andrea
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deb Haaland"s Availability (Equitable"s 2021 Virtual Diversity Summit; July 28)
Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021 1:13:41 PM
Attachments: image003.png

image002.png

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good afternoon,
I manage Equitable’s National Diversity & Inclusion programs and initiatives for our Diverse
Advisors. I am currently building the agenda/logistics for our 2021 Virtual Diversity Summit
(July 28). One of our sessions is a Panel discussion (Taking Action – How individuals use
their power to spread awareness), will consist of various diverse influential individuals. I
believe that Deb Haaland would be a great fit, therefore, am reaching out to check if she
would be interested in participating as well as confirm her availability for that date/time.
(July 28th; 2-3pm EST).
I appreciate any assistance you can offer. If you are not the correct contact, could you
please point me in the right direction?
Thank you in advance.
Andrea

Andrea Juett | National Diversity & Inclusion, Specialty Programs
Certified in Diversity & Inclusion
p. (201) 743.6881 | f. (407) 202.7176
www.equitable.com | andrea.juett@equitable.com

Securities offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY, NY (212) 314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC (Equitable Financial Advisors in MI
& TN).
Investment advisory products and services offered through Equitable Advisors, LLC, an SEC-registered investment advisor. Annuity
and insurance products offered through Equitable Network, LLC. Equitable Advisors, LLC is an equal opportunity employer.
M/F/D/V.

**********************************************************************

This message and any attachments may contain legally privileged and/or 
sensitive information. Any unapproved disclosure, use or dissemination 
of this e-mail message or its contents, either in whole or in part, is 
not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail
message, kindly notify the sender and then securely dispose of it.



**********************************************************************



From: Indians of All Tribes Committee
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Event Information Request Form
Date: Saturday, April 24, 2021 12:16:13 AM
Attachments: FINAL OS Event Request Form.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

To whom it may concern:

The attached Event Information Request Form requests the attendance of Secretary Haaland to
a meeting with Indians of All Tribes at Alcatraz Island in San Francisco, California.

Please advise if further information is required.

Sincerely,

Nita de Barajas
Indians of All Tribes



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Event Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is participating at your 
event and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the highest ethical 
standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to confirm a speaker or as an 
attendee at an external event. 
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one signal submission will 
assist with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 
Event Title: 
Please note if the event is a weekly, 
monthly, annual, etc. 

This is a single event presentation intended as outreach to Sec. 
Haaland. The purpose of the invitation is to present information 
to secure consideration to expand Native presence on Alcatraz 
Island in honor of the Ohlone people and the 1969 Takeover and 
Occupation of Alcatraz Island. 

Event Date:  
please note if the date is flexible 

A date between August through October 2021 as the Secretary’s 
calendar allows. 

Event Time:  Total Time: Three hours (Includes ferry transport to and from the 
island) 
Exact Speaking Time:   As needed by Secretary Haaland 
Speech/Remarks Length: 
  

Event Location: 
 

Virtual Platform: 
Link:  

OR 
Venue: Alcatraz Island 
Address: San Francisco Bay 
City & State: San Francisco, California 
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of 
contact(s) is the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Name: Dr. LaNada WarJack 
Email:  
Indiansofalltribescommittee@gmail.com 
Phone:  
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
Name: Steve Cote 
Email: 
stephen_cote@nps.gov 
Phone: 1-415-561-4918 

Brief event description and 
purpose:  
 
 

Description: A meeting with Indians of All Tribes, NPS, and the 
Department of the Interior.  This invitation is for the purpose of 
informing and discussing with Secretary Haaland about the need 
for more education regarding the presence of Native people on 
Alcatraz. 
 
Purpose: In 1969, Indians of All Tribes occupied Alcatraz 
Island in an effort to establish Native presence on federal land 
that was abandoned in 1963. Pursuant to Treaty, abandoned land 
was to return to Native people. Students from the San Francisco 
Bay Area took the island to establish a museum, a cultural 
center, and a university.  

(b) (6)

(b) (6)









 
 

 
*IMPORTANT NOTE: The purpose of these questions is to elicit information relevant to 

the ethics analysis and is not a solicitation or request for anything of value by the 
Department or any of its employees. 



From: JJ Brown
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Event Invitation for the Secretary - for August 13, 2021
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 3:02:04 PM
Attachments: Haaland Invite.pdf

HaneSaga Working Program 4.23.2021.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Attached is the invitation to the Secretary. Thanks, very much.

JJ Brown
ThinkPolicyConsulting, LLC

703 498 7422 cell
jjbrown@thinkpolicy.org



Event Invitation for Secretary Haaland 
 
Subject:     Filming on Public Lands and Native American Storytelling 
Event:       2021 Film Writer’s Conference 
Date:       August 13, 2021 
Location:   Kanab, Utah 
 
Kane County Utah Office of Tourism and Film Commission, in conjunction with the Utah 
Film Commission and Disney, invite Secretary Haaland to  keynote the Hané~Saga Film 
Writers Conference at Little Hollywood Kanab, Utah, on August 13, 2001.  
 
The event will be attended by important writers and actors in the film industry and will 
also focus on the urgent question of filming on public lands. 
 
Hané~Saga combines the Navajo and old Norse words for “story” which capture the 
theme of this year’s event. Building upon the foundation of ancient Nordic Sagas and 
Native American storytelling, the conference will focus on “Writing into the Future” as we 
move into a post-pandemic era and write for a changed audience and a new generation. 
 
A recent court decision, PRICE V. BARR has thrown permits for filming on public lands 
into chaos. Rural county commissioners and Western States film commissions would like 
the opportunity to discuss the future of filming on public lands in light of this recent 
decision. All parties appear to agree that the matter should be resolved sooner rather 
than later and have an interest in meeting with the Secretary.	Aside	from	the	keynote	
remarks,	we would like to create an opportunity for you to discuss this important issue 
with county, state, and federal land managers in the West along with members of the film 
industry. 
 
Please	Respond	to	JJ	Brown,	jjbrown@thinkpolicy.org,	703-498-7422	m	
 

 



HANÉ ~ SAGA and The Utah Film Commission invite filmmakers, producers, and screenwriters
to creative and informative discourse and workshops on:

Writing Into the Future.
Hané ~ Saga Conference

at Kanab Conference Center, Little Hollywood Kanab, UTAH
Thursday, August 13 - Friday 14, 2021.

“Those who tell the stories, rule the people,”
Native American Proverb

We are the dawn of a new time. How do we write the next chapters?  How do we inspire?
How do we navigate a new world after many disruptions?

Streaming has created steep competition for traditional Hollywood and has ushered in the renaissance of
diversity; providing colorful new stories, new locations, and forcing us to become more creative - expanding
cultures, allowing new countries with a new philosophy to enter center stage...new tastes.

As creative storytellers and filmmakers, how can we best learn from each other, learn from the new standards set
because of a global pandemic, and implement these tools most effectively?

Our VISION is to unite the Masters of storytelling in a forum that will stimulate creative minds by setting the
stage for some thought-provoking discussions, and how to utilize new tools in the New Era of Hollywood.

In addition to a panel discussion, we will offer creative workshops that will inspire all storytellers. Be the voice
they need to create new and exciting content that will fall within the new standards of a new Hollywood. Join
your peers and learn from industry leaders, filmmakers, producers, and screenwriters as we discuss among others:

● How being inclusive, diverse, and conscious about an ecological footprint will spearhead new production
guidelines.

● How to build a story around a location, how to pick the right location.

● The use of public lands, permits, and a discussion with a US Representative.

Our goal is to spark conversation and action, continuing with what is already in motion - there is no time to wait,
the time is NOW!



May this be a spark to see storytelling in a new way, get the motivation and tools needed to complete, and pick
the brains of Hollywood’s best.

Do not miss this opportunity to gain new insights and interact with peers and experts.

About HANÉ ~ SAGA:
Using the Navajo word for story - HANÉ - together with the Norse word for story - SAGA, we aim to bring unity
through storytelling. By bringing Industry Professionals together, we offer thought-provoking discussions, a call for

action, and the urge to keep stimulating the creative forces for screenwriters, filmmakers, and producers.

Hané Saga: The Future of Storytelling Conference
at Kanab Conference Center, Little Hollywood Kanab, UTAH

Thursday, August 13 - Friday 14, 2021

08:00 - 08:30 Registration and networking over coffee and tea
08:30 - 08:40 Welcome from the Host Kelly Stowell,  Utah Film Commission & Kane

Country Film
08:40 - 08:50 Introducing today’s topic Conference Directors of Hané Saga

Heidi Stangeland
08:50 - 11:00 Storytelling across cultures INVITED - Deb Haaland , Secretary of the Interior
08:50 - 11:00 The importance of storytelling (across

cultures)
Discussion around the role of public land in
storytelling and narratives.

11:00 - 11:30 Q&A Deb Haaland, Secretary of the Interior
11:30 - 1:25 LUNCH Enjoy lunch and storytelling from the local Pauites

(speakers and VIP only)
1:25 - 1:30 Introducing workshop Heidi Stangeland

1:30 - 2:30 TOUGH LOVE!
How to get the logline right, and why it is so
important.

CONFIRMED - Christopher Lockhart, story editor at
WME

2:30 - 4:00 Continuing with the importance of Loglines:
Finding your voice in a story, how to attract the
audience and engage editors.

INVITED/PENDING -

3:00 - 3:15 Q&A Christopher Lockhart &
3:15 - 3:30 COFFEE & TEA BREAK Networking over a snack and caffeine
3:30 - 4:00 Open slot OPEN
4:00 - 4:15 Q&A
4:15 - 5:45 PANEL MODERATOR Heidi Stangeland

An open discussion on how the future of
storytelling looks like after covid.
How have the guidelines changed the way
filmmaking is done and what does film-makers
need to be aware of? What does this look like
from a production standpoint.
Reflecting back on Deb Haalands discussion
and what that means for filming, and how does
this shape storytelling for screenwriters.

INVITED - Ava DuVernay, Filmmaker ARRAY
Productions
INVITED - Kirsten Schaffer, Executive Director
Women In Film
CONFIRMED -Sam Humphrey - Actor, Producer,
Director
INVITED - Alexia Melocchi
CONFIRMED - Kelly Schwarze, Indie Filmmaker

5:45 - 6:15 Q&A
6:15 - 8:00 DINNER SPEAKERS AND VIPS ONLY





7:00 - 7:15 Q&A

7:15 - 7:30 AWARD PRESENTATION to Heidi Stangeland
** Disclaimer: If an invited SPEAKER is unable to come due to other issues, we will make sure to provide a suitable replacement of the
same caliber of expertise.

Storytelling lies at the center of human existence and is the vehicle to break down barriers and
build relationships with people we do not understand. Stories help us see the other with greater
understanding and tolerance. Great stories have the ability to inspire and change society for the
better.



From: Jennifer Van der Heide
To: Villa, Cristina M
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Meeting request
Date: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:27:39 PM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Pls handle

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Scott Forrester < >
Date: Wed, Mar 3, 2021 at 4:05 PM
Subject: Fwd: Meeting request
To: Jennifer Van der Heide < >

passing this along. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Patty Lundstrom 
Date: Sat, Feb 20, 2021 at 2:40 PM
Subject: Meeting request
To: 

Scott,
Thank you for setting up the phone meeting with Congresswoman Haaland, she is great. This
e-mail shall serve as a request for a meeting with incoming Secretary Haaland. I understand
sometime in early April may be possible. That is cherry blossom time and a great time to be in
the DC area.
I thank you in advance for your help!
Patty Lundstrom
505-870-5915

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Begin forwarded message:

From: Mark Bartolini < >
Subject: Request for a Meeting with Secretary Haaland Re: Point
Reyes National Seashore General Management Plan Amendment
Date: April 26, 2021 at 5:19:50 AM PDT
To: scheduling sio@ios.soi.gov
Cc: Theresa Harlan <tharlantiger@comcast.net>, Mark Bartolini
< >

April 27, 2021

The Honorable Debra Anne Haaland
Secretary of the Interior

Dear Madam Secretary:
We the undersigned are requesting a meeting with you to discuss the General
Management Plan Amendment (GMPA) for the Point Reyes National Seashore
and ranching in general in the park. As you are likely aware, the plan just received
concurrence from the California Coastal Commission on a 5-4 vote and the
signing of the Record of Determination is imminent.
Given the fact that the voices of people of color and underserved communities
have been almost completely ignored in this process, we hope you will suspend
the process of signing the Record of Determination until at least we have the
opportunity to present our position to you.
We believe the implementation of this plan would be contrary to the commitments
this administration has made to promote racial diversity, health equity and
inclusion as well as mitigate the impacts of climate change from commercialized
ranching. Moreover, we believe many of the claims made to support the GMPA
are in error.
When the Point Reyes National Seashore became fully funded in the early 1970s,
the NPS expended considerable resources hiring consultants that sought input
from people of color and underserved communities who according to the historian
John Hart in his book A Wilderness Next Door "the park was at least rhetorically
created for." The idea was to create a first-class wilderness oriented park that
would be accessible (due to its proximity to a major metropolitan area) and
welcoming to communities that either could not afford the national park
experience or felt excluded due to discriminatory practices.
The NEPA process has clearly failed to meet best practices in giving a voice to
these communities who will be most impacted by this plan because many of the
San Francisco Bay Area's 
residents simply do not have other options to derive the health benefits of
accessing a national park beyond the Point Reyes National Seashore, the only
national seashore on the Pacific Coast, which is within a 1/2 hour to two-hour
drive (and can be reached by public transportation) to 8 million people. The
record is clear that ranchers and their supporters have had virtually unlimited
access to convey their position to members of Congress and the previous
administration.
We know environmental organizations have approached you on this issue and we

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





Manage our National Parks for the Common Good: Remove Ranching and Restore the Point 
Reyes National Seashore  
 
The National Park Service (NPS) is on the verge of adopting an amendment to its General 
Management Plan (GMPA) that would allow continued and expanded ranching activities in the 
Point Reyes National Seashore (PRNS). The issues embedded in this decision represent a 
microcosm of some of the most relevant and challenging threats facing society today, including: 
climate change and biodiversity, systemic racism, health equity, diversity, equity, inclusion and 
environmental justice for people of color, underserved communities, and people with 
disabilities, and how these various issues interact with the politics of economic growth.  
 
Point Reyes National Seashore is on the ancestral homelands of Coast Miwok people. 
Occupations by the Spanish, Mexican and American governments resulted in many Coast 
Miwok and Pomo communities pushed out of their village sites to make way for missions and 
cattle ranches. The area of PRNS continues to hold significance for Coast Miwok people, Pomo 
and other California Indian communities who gather natural food sources from the coast as 
they have done for thousands of years. Kule Loklo a well-known recreated village and round 
house was used for years for annual gatherings of California Indian people for the Strawberry 
Festival and Maria Copa Honor Dance until 2019 when NPS decided to take the round house 
down due to deterioration. 
 
In the early 1970s, once the federal government purchased all the land, including the ranches, 
necessary to create the park, the National Park Service hired consultants and spent 
considerable time reaching out to people of color and underserved communities "for whom, in 
rhetoric at least, the park had been created" according to historian John Hart in San Francisco's 
Wilderness Next Door. With its unmatched diversity of ecosystems and terrestrial, maritime and 
avian wildlife, Point Reyes would vie to be among the nation's most iconic parks.  
 
Even more compelling for these planners was its proximity to a major metropolitan area. 
Accessible by public transportation and only a 1/2 hour to 2 hour drive from some 8 million 
people, this park was mandated to never charge an admission fee. It would be focused on 
providing a first class wilderness experience to people of color and underserved communities. 
These two groups due to a history of discriminatory and racist policies--as well as the high costs 
of visiting some of the more iconic national parks--are significantly underrepresented as a 
proportion of their overall population in benefitting from the national park experience. But that 
initial vision was significantly curtailed when the park's enabling legislation was amended in 
1978.  
 
The ranchers who had sold their properties years earlier under finite terms, succeeded in 
lobbying not only for a provision that would allow 5-year leases, but also restrict those leases to 
the ranchers and their family members. The amendment sets a dangerous precedent that puts 
the private commercial interests of a handful of well-connected ranchers above the laws that 
mandate natural resource protection in a national park or seashore.  
 



The new amendment allows sheep, goats, chickens, row crops, mobile slaughtering, point of 
sale retail facilities, and lodging. Even guard dogs (dogs are otherwise banned from most areas 
of national parks because of the danger their scent, droppings and behavior can pose to native 
wildlife) will be allowed to protect these newly introduced farm animals against the park's 
native raccoons, foxes, bobcats, eagles and mountain lions. And one of the park's most iconic 
species--native tule elk, which were reintroduced in the park in 1978  (according to the park's 
own Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) they are decades away from reaching carrying 
capacity), will be killed as the ranchers deem them an "invasive species." 
 
The ranchers will be given 20-year leases and are seeking options for renewal. The politicians 
supporting them say they believe they should remain in perpetuity. They have presented a 
number of "facts" that are driving the process in Congress. Claims have been made that 
ranching is ecologically and economically important to the region, that the ranches were always 
meant to stay in the park, that Congress has always expressed this intent, that ranching is 
necessary to maintain the pastoral zone due to the need to graze the invasive plant species 
introduced by ranching, and that most people want to leave ranching in place.  
 
NPS’s policy toward ranching perpetuates systemic racism. It celebrates the success of one 
culture while deemphasizing thousands of years of history of Coast Miwok-including their 
persecution during the period the land has been ranched. The NPS acknowledged Coast Miwok 
history by allowing 1.5 acres for a representative village--Kule Loklo. And they are in the process 
of restoring the last remaining 19th century Coast Miwok-built structures at PRNS. This is a 
glaring disparity when compared to the leasing of 28,000 acres1 (1/3rd of the park) to 
ostensibly describe a 150-year history of the land that focuses on Euro-American ranches 
maintained and subsidized by NPS through taxpayer dollars.  
 
It ignores the role ranching played in the brutally oppressive and racist history experienced by 
Coast Miwok people, Chinese immigrants and other people of color in the establishment of 
ranching at PRNS. The arrival of ranching on the Point Reyes Peninsula led to the taking of land 
from Coast Miwok people, their brutal subjugation and near annihilation, first by the Spanish, 
then Mexicans and then white Europeans.  The extirpation of tule elk occurred during this 
period as well. Intensive farming and ranching caused severe environmental damage including 
siltation of Tomales Bay and the esteros. 
 
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned of the 
danger that methane from cows plays in climate change. The NPS's own Environmental Impact 
Statement describe how ranching in the Park generates the equivalent of 24 thousand metric 
tons of CO2 a year, six-and-a-half times the amount generated by all the car traffic of the over 
two and a quarter million annual visitors. Recent independent water testing showed 
dangerously high levels of fecal bacteria E. coli and Enterococcus.  The more dangerous Enteroccus 
was found to be 300 times its safe levels in Kehoe lagoon. These health hazards to humans emanate 
from the 130 million pounds of poop and urine excreted annually by privately owned dairy cows and 

 
1 Ranching in the Point Reyes National Seashore covers 18,000 acres over 1/3rd of the park. An additional 10,000 acres are ranched in the 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area on national park land that is administered by the Point Reyes National Seashore. 



cattle much of which the ranchers liquefy and spread over the ranched areas of the park. The results are 
similar to those found by the NPS when these waters were last tested in 2013. The County of Marin's 
Health Department was alarmed enough to post warning signs for the public. The NPS, claiming the 
county lacks jurisdiction, has removed the signs and will continue to let the public enter these areas 
unaware of the danger.  
 
Rather than recognize Coast Miwok ecological practices and methods of stewardship of the 
land and nature, this amendment, according to the ranchers own statements, is a return to the 
"Shafter era" (1860s-1920s) when environmental damage from intensive ranching and farming 
as well as oppression against Indigenous and Chinese people to secure cheap labor was at its 
apex. The plan also ignores the NPS's history of discrimination against African American and 
Latinx communities and exacerbates factors that  studies have shown prove a barrier to their 
visitation.  
 
It was not an inclusive approach for a national park located in the state with the largest number 
of Indigenous peoples and recognized tribes in the nation, where only 1% of visitors to 
Yosemite are Black and where Latinx and African Americans, Asian Americans and Indigenous 
peoples are affected by health care disparities and systemic racism that has led to mortality 
rates from Covid-19 that are 2-3 times those impacting Whites. 
 
The $16 million the ranches produce each year is heavily subsidized by taxpayers and dwarfed 
by the $369 million in tourist-related economic impacts generated annually by the park. 
According to a Griffiths University study quantifying the economic value of mental health 
benefits for those who visit national parks, the park generates well over $1 billion in total 
economic value from improved mental health of the over 2.25 million annual visitors to the 
park. The Seashore's 1962 Enabling Act did not address the question of ranching being a 
permanent fixture in the park. And if Congress always meant for the ranches to stay they would 
not have been sold under finite terms. There are numerous examples of successful restorations 
of land grazed by cattle including Hart Mountain, the Channel Islands and in the Seashore itself 
with the Giacomini Wetland restoration. All the available data points to the public being 
overwhelmingly opposed to ranching in the park. The NPS's public scoping process saw over 
91% against and only 2.3% favoring ranching.  
 
The record shows regular contact between political staff, the NPS and ranchers and their 
lobbyists, but no direct outreach, as called for by National Environmental Policy Act's best 
practices in applying environmental justice review, to communities of color and underserved 
communities. This is a case of politically powerful interest groups driven to commercialize the 
most protected of public lands helping a handful of ranchers obtain a sweetheart deal to the 
detriment of the public interest.  
 
We, the undersigned organizations represent Bay Area Mental Health groups, health care 
providers, social justice organizations representing people of color and underserved 
communities and some of the Bay Area's largest employers are committed to promoting public 
policies that are mutually supportive of all Bay Area residents. We believe that at a time when 
our region is experiencing a deadly pandemic and the first waves of an ever growing number of 



climate change-driven disasters, forward thinking policies are necessary to help build 
community resilience, environmental sustainability and economic vitality.  
 
The Point Reyes National Seashore is the only national seashore on the Pacific Coast. As a 
national seashore it is required by law to preserve its natural resources to the maximum extent 
possible. The NPS has acknowledged its responsibility to ensure our parks are accessible and 
welcoming to all Americans. Intensive year-round ranching in over one third of the park 
significantly impairs both these priorities. The unmistakable lessons seen in the disparity of 
outcomes among people of color and underserved communities in the Covid-19 pandemic must 
be addressed at all levels of government--including ensuring that our most protected of public 
lands provide the maximum health benefits possible to all visitors. Diversity, equity and 
inclusion--not commercial gain for a chosen few--must be the standard.  
 
As a first step in the process of removing ranches to make way for PRNS to provide a diverse 
wilderness experience to people of color and underserved communities, and genuinely 
acknowledge Coast Miwok, Pomo and California Indian relationships to ancestral lands, we 
request that the Administration suspend the GMPA process (the Record of Determination 
should not be signed) for the Point Reyes National Seashore to allow for hearings that give 
voice to the many communities who've been excluded in this process. Expert witnesses from 
both sides should have the opportunity to present their case before Congress and the American 
people.  



ACLU, Northern CA 
Mental Health Association of San Francisco 
Hispanic Access Foundation HAF 
Indian People Organizing for Change 
Confederated Villages of Lisjan/Ohlone 
Native Media Resource Center 
SURJ Marin (Showing Up for Racial Justice)  
Malcolm Margolin, California Institute for Community, Art, and Nature 
The Cultural Conservancy 
Michael Bird, MSW/MPH, Past President American Public Health Association 
Coast Miwok Council of Marin 
 
 



From: Jennifer Van der Heide
To: Villa, Cristina M
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Sec. Haaland & Mobile Voting Project Scheduling Request...
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 5:22:55 PM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Muthoni Wambu Kraal <muthoni@newcostrategies.com>
Date: Sat, May 1, 2021 at 5:47 PM
Subject: Sec. Haaland & Mobile Voting Project Scheduling Request...
To: 
Cc: Travis Brock <travis@newcostrategies.com>, Jess O'Connell
<jess@newcostrategies.com>

Hi Jennifer!
I hope that you are doing well and enjoying the new(ish) gig-- I still squeal.

I'm reaching out because my firm, NEWCO Strategies, is working with Tusk Philanthropies'
Mobile Voting Project. As a part of their project to expand mobile voting options, they are
interested in expanding electronic ballot return options for voters living on Tribal lands. We
have heard that the Secretary may be interested in incorporating this, so the team at MVP
would love to meet with the Secretary or appropriate staff to discuss how they may be able to
partner up in achieving this goal.

We are happy to provide additional information and supporting materials about the Mobile
Voting Project. My colleague, Travis Brock who's cc'd here (and crossed Mike Honda day
paths with you) is leading the coordination of these meetings. He can work with the
appropriate folks to get a meeting set.

Thanks so much Jennifer!

Warmly,
Muthoni

-- 
Partner
NEWCO Strategies
C: 202.577.9487

(b) (6)



From: Jennifer Van der Heide
To: Villa, Cristina M; Gosar, Mili N
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Speaking Invitation Secretary Haaland
Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2021 8:16:09 AM
Attachments: Outlook-suxaq3nn.png

Invite 2021 NAVAJO POWER ENERGY ROUNDTABLE.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

For our call today to discuss. 
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Clara Pratte <cpratte@strongbowstrategies.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 5, 2021 at 12:35 PM
Subject: Fwd: Speaking Invitation Secretary Haaland
To: Jennifer Van der Heide <jennifer@debforcongress.com>

Apologies I do not have your work email!

Clara Pratte
Chief Executive Officer
Strongbow Strategies
www.strongbowstrategies.com

Begin forwarded message:

From: Clara Pratte <cpratte@strongbowstrategies.com>
Date: March 31, 2021 at 9:23:06 AM MST
To: jvanderheide@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Speaking Invitation Secretary Haaland

Jennifer,

I hope this note finds you well! What a journey and I hope this is your correct
email address.

I am part of the Navajo Power PBC group developing solar on tribal lands and we
would be honored if Secretary Haaland could be our keynote for the Navajo



Power 2nd annual Roundtable on Renewable Development on Tribal Lands. The
event is taking place on April 22 and 23 from 9 am to 1 pm and we are flexible on
any time that she could speak for a keynote about renewables and Indian
Country.

This event is open to industry, public, and tribal leaders and is at no cost and
public. Last year we had officials from California who discussed the need for more
solar and sourcing from Indian Country. President Nez will be speaking, and we
anticipate approx. 200 or more attendees.

Please let me know and I hope things are going swimmingly!

Best,

Clara

Clara Lee Pratte
Chief Executive Officer
Strongbow Strategies
c: 202-294-2987





From: Desiderio, Denise
To: Roberts, Lawrence S; Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; Newland, Bryan; Bledsoe Downes, Ann M; Anderson,

Robert T; Freihage, Jason E; Ervin, Femila N; Shade, Bryan C; Wilson, Judith; Interior, Scheduling
Cc: Stephen R. Lewis, Governor; Linus Everling; Casaundra Wallace; Pongrace, Don; Brossy, Katie; Heeley, Steven
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Gila River Indian Community Letter regarding 105(l) methodology and request for meeting
Date: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 7:53:25 PM
Attachments: Ltr to DOI Sec D Haaland 4 13 202104132021102624.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Secretary Haaland: Good afternoon. As you may be aware, the Gila River Indian Community was the
first tribe to utilize the section 105(l) program at the Department of the Interior. While the
Community’s efforts to bring the 105(l) lease program to the Department were successful, there was
also frustration in the methodology used by the prior Administration for calculating lease
compensation. With this letter, the Community is requesting a meeting to discuss the issues with
that methodology so the 105(l) program can operate as intended in the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act and in a way that the Biden Administration can highlight as a true self-
determination program.
I look forward to meeting with you and your team at your earliest convenience. If you have any
questions in the meantime, please to not hesitate to reach out.
The information contained in this e-mail message is intended only for the personal and
confidential use of the recipient(s) named above. If you have received this communication in
error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the original message.



   
       

    
 

 

  
     

   
 

        
     

  

             
         

            
            

                
          

          
       

    

          
               

                
              

             

  

     
                  

                      
             

               
                 

                 
              

  

          

     



              
              

              
            

                
                

     

           
              

               
           
                

              
     

            
           

             
              
            

          
            

           
       

      

            
           

                 
                  

           
           
             

  

          

           
           

           

 
     



          
          
  

            
              

              
           

            
          

              
           

             
           

             
             

    

            
             

             
                 

             
               
           

         

          
          

             
            

               
          

          

              

                 

   

    

  

   

      



           
             

       

          
              
               

           
         

           
              

             
               
              

 

   
   

   
   

   

   

  

    

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

           
              

            
      

       

           
                 

                
                

             
           

           
          

             
              

   
   

  
 



          
           

             
                

                 
              

           
            

                
             

                
   

   

           
             

                 
             
              

              
              

               
              

              
                

              

 

             
         

         
          

                
               

  



      
    

        
      
   

   
   



From: Alicia Williams (GOV)
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: Alicia Williams (GOV)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] GOV JBE Meeting Request Form
Date: Thursday, May 6, 2021 12:42:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png

GOV JBE Meeting Request Form.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

To Whom It May Concern,

I have attached the requested form for Governor John Bel Edwards. He will be traveling May 11 – 13,
2021 but May 12th is the only time he is free for meetings.
Thank you for your time and consideration and please let me know if you need any additional
information.

Alicia Williams
Senior Special Assistant to the Governor

225.342.8006
225.936.4640 cell
alicia.williams@la.gov 
gov.louisiana.gov



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

May 12, 2021 
Any time as of now.  We are waiting on a time for the 
White House meeting. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

The Honorable John Bel Edwards 
Governor, State of Louisiana 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expected meeting 
participants are:                                       
(1) registered lobbyists or lobbying 
organizations                                           
(2) individuals registered under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act                           
(3) partisan political candidates; and/or    
(4) a representative of a partisan political 
party or group. 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Governor John Bel Edwards 

 
• Chip Kline, Exec. Asst. for Coastal Activities and 

Chair of CPRA, Office of the Governor  
 

• Joseph Hollins, Special Asst, Office of the 
Governor (may or may not sit in on the meeting) 
 

Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

The Governor would like to discuss the Impacts of 
Climate EO and Department review on Louisiana’s 
working coast, potential for offshore wind and coastal 
resiliency.   

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name:  Alicia Williams 
Email:  Alicia.williams@la.gov 
Phone:  225-936-4640 or  

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Washington, DC  
(b) (6)



 
 

 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

If s BOEM Director Amanda Lefton he could also be in 
the meeting with the Secretary possibly if available and 
OK with the Secretary 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

The Governor will be flying to DC to testify before the 
U.S. Senate Energy Committee on May 13th. 



From: Judith Gipp
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: Jensen, Klarissa L
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Haskell Indian Nations University Request, Spring 2021 Virtual Commencement
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 3:34:28 PM
Attachments: Haskell request, Spring 2021 Virtual Commencement Address.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good afternoon,

On behalf of the Haskell Indian Nations University Faculty Senate please accept the attached
request to invite Secretary Haaland to the Spring 2021 Virtual Commencement. Haskell is a
DOI-BIE post-secondary institution serving American Indian/Alaska Native students.

We respectfully request a prerecorded commencement keynote address by Secretary
Haaland. The prerecorded address will compliment graduating student images and
prerecorded videos highlighting degrees earned as well as tribal nations represented.

Regards,
Judith
Faculty Senate Executive Committee

Judith Gipp, Hunkpapa Lakota Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Instructor Health, Sport and Exercise Science, Haskell Indian Nations University

Bureau of Indian Education
U.S. Department of Interior
155 Indian Avenue
Lawrence, Kansas 66046
Cell Phone (785) 331-7715
Office Phone (785) 749-8404, ext. 209

Website: www.haskell.edu
Facebook: @HaskellUniversity
Twitter: @HaskellU
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U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Internal Meeting Request Form 
To request a meeting or invite the secretary to an internal event, please feel use this form. Using this 
form will ensure your meeting request is quickly and efficiently processed and will minimize the need 
for additional follow up by the Scheduling and Advance team.  
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one submission will assist 
with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 
Meeting Title or Subject: 
Please note if the meeting or event 
is weekly, monthly, annual, etc. 

Haskell Indian Nations University (HINU) 
Spring 2021 Virtual Commencement 

Meeting Date:  
please note if the date is flexible 

Not flexible: 
Prerecorded video due by April 30, 2021.   

Meeting Time:  
If this is an event, please include: 
- Total Time: 
- Exact Speaking Time: 
- Speech/Remarks Length: 

Prerecorded Commencement Address: 
Total commencement time (approximate) – 60 to 90 minutes 
Commencement address speaking time – 10 to 15 minutes 
 
Address and congratulatory remarks will be to the 2020 and 2021 
Haskell graduates and candidates for conferral (associate and 
baccalaureate). 
 

Meeting or Event Location: 
Please note if the meeting or event 
is virtual and whether you will be 
providing a link. 
 

Virtual Platform: The prerecorded commencement ceremony 
will be available on the Haskell Indian Leader YouTube Channel. 
  
Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCET942nPIzbii9eJLXC3hVA 
 
The link will be available on May 7, 2021 at 10:00 am CDT 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of 
contact(s) is the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Name: Rhonda Levaldo 
Email: rlevaldo@haskell.edu 
Phone:  
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
Name: Rhonda Levaldo 
Email: rlevaldo@haskell.edu 
Phone:  

Brief meeting or event 
description and purpose:  
 
 

Description: Haskell Indian Nations University Spring 2021 
Virtual Commencement. 
 
Haskell is a Federal institution, funded and operated by the 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Education. Haskell 
students represent over 140 American Indian/Alaska Native 
Nations.  Located in Lawrence, Kansas, Haskell is a Tribal 
College and University accredited by the Higher Learning 
Commission. 
 

(b) (6) (b) (6)
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draft agendas, event website, 
promotional/ advertising materials, 
outreach plan, history of the event, 
prior attendance by DOI officials, 
etc.  

the Fall of 2019.  As a DOI-BIE post-secondary institution, we 
had prior attendance and participation by DOI officials. 
 
No travel required. 
 
The invitation includes a gift of appreciation for offering a 
prerecorded keynote address.  The appreciation gift will follow 
Federal Employee guidelines.  
 

What does the invitation 
include: registration/conference 
event fee; meals or refreshments; 
receptions or other entertainment; 
informational materials; memento 
or token of appreciation; and/or 
travel (ground or air 
transportation, hotel, etc.). 

 N/A 

Does the invitation include a 
plus one?  
If yes, will others in attendance 
generally be accompanied by a 
spouse or other guest?  

N/A 

What is the public 
registration/ticket fee to 
attend/participate in the event? 

N/A 

Any additional notes or 
information? 
 

None 

 



From: Jennifer Vigario
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Brett Weber
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Invitation for Secretary Haaland to speak at National Indian Health Board conference
Date: Monday, March 22, 2021 2:53:18 PM
Attachments: image001.png

2021 TPHS Plenary Invite DOI Haaland.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good Afternoon Ms. Villa,
I am sending this message on behalf of NIHB CEO Stacy A. Bohlen. Please find attached an invitation
for Secretary Haaland to deliver a plenary session address at NIHB’s upcoming 2021 National Tribal
Public Health Summit. The event will be held virtually from April 27-29, 2021.
Please let us know if Secretary Haaland can accept this invitation at your earliest convenience or if an
alternate time may permit her attendance by replying to Brett Weber at bweber@nihb.org or calling
202-507-4086.
Kind regards,
Jennifer
Jennifer Vigario
Development Manager and Board Liaison
National Indian Health Board
202-945-7037
www.nihb.org



 

 

 

 
 
March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Deborah Haaland 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
On behalf of the National Indian Health Board (NIHB) and the 574 federally recognized 
American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) Tribes we serve, we invite you to participate as 
a keynote plenary speaker during the NIHB 2021 National Tribal Public Health Summit. We 
would welcome your participation and can reserve 20 minutes for remarks from 12:15-
12:35pm EST, followed by a 10-minute question and answer period from 12:35-12:45pm EST, 
during the virtual plenary on Wednesday, April 28th, 2021. 
 
As the head of the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the first Native Secretary in the history 
of the department, you are in a unique position to speak on the policies and programs necessary 
to support Tribal wellbeing and safeguarding of the natural environment. We welcome your 
remarks on the DOI’s future visions for public health in Indian Country and environmental 
stewardship. Your participation will be invaluable to our attendees. 
 
NIHB’s Tribal Public Health Summit is the premier, national Tribal public health gathering 
and the largest within Indian Country. This year’s theme, Indigenous Resilience in Tribal 
Public Health Practice, will provide evidence-based, best, wise, and promising practices 
developed in and for AI/AN communities.  
 
We hope that you will join us for this premier public health gathering in Indian Country. Please 
let us know at your earliest convenience if you will be able to attend.  If your schedule will not 
allow you to attend in real time, we are happy to accommodate a prerecorded video of your 
remarks. If you have questions, or to accept this invitation, please contact Brett Weber, Public 
Health Policy & Programs Manager at 202-507-4086 or bweber@nihb.org .  
 
Yours in Health, 

 
Stacy A. Bohlen 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
Chief Executive Officer 
National Indian Health Board  



From: Rebecca Harris
To: Callaghan, Molly J
Cc: "Bruce MacDougal"; rnaylor@preservationaction.org; Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Invitation for Secretary Haaland to speak at the National Preservation Partners Network Spring

Retreat
Date: Friday, March 26, 2021 1:20:03 PM
Attachments: OS Event Request Form NPPN March 26 2021.docx

Partners Network Secretary Haaland Invitation Attachments.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Ms. Callaghan,
I am writing on behalf of the National Preservation Partners Network (Partners Network) to invite
Secretary Haaland to be the keynote speaker for our annual Spring Retreat, scheduled to take place
April 27-30, 2021. The keynote is currently schedule for the afternoon of Tuesday, April 27, although
we can be flexible on the date and time within the retreat schedule. Bruce MacDougal, a Partners
Network board member affiliated with Preservation Action, kindly shared with me your email below
along with the OS Event Request Form.
I am attaching the completed form, along with the additional information requested in the form. I
am happy to answer any questions you may have and/or provide additional information. We are
grateful for the opportunity to invite Secretary Haaland and look forward to hearing your response.
Sincerely,
Rebecca
Rebecca Harris
(she/her/hers)
Program Director
National Preservation Partners Network
PO Box 2446
Woburn, MA 01888
rharris@PresPartners.org
(781) 491-2082
https://PresPartners.org
From: Callaghan, Molly J [mailto:molly callaghan@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 7:12 PM
Cc: Villa, Cristina M <cristina villa@ios.doi.gov>; Interior, Scheduling
<Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Event Request for Secretary Haaland
Hello,
Thank you for your invitation to Secretary Deb Haaland to participate in your event. Please complete
and return the attached request form. As soon as we receive the completed form, we will be able to
process your request accordingly.
We look forward to being in touch.
Best,



Molly Callaghan
Advance Representative
U.S. Department of the Interior
C: 202-538-2171
Email: molly_callaghan@ios.doi.gov



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Event Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is participating at your 
event and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the highest ethical 
standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to confirm a speaker or as an 
attendee at an external event. 
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one signal submission will 
assist with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 
Event Title: 
Please note if the event is a weekly, monthly, 
annual, etc. 

 
National Preservation Partners Network Annual 
Spring Retreat 

Event Date:  
please note if the date is flexible 

Retreat runs Tuesday, April 27-Friday, April 30, 
2021. Ideally the Secretary’s keynote would be 
Tuesday, April 27, but can be flexible for April 27-
30. 

Event Time:  Total Time: 30 minutes 
Exact Speaking Time: 1:15 PM 
Speech/Remarks Length: 15-20 minutes and up to 10 
minutes for questions 
 
  

Event Location: 
 

Virtual Platform: Zoom meeting or Zoom webinar. 
We are finalizing the platform this week.  
Link: Will provide as soon as it’s available. 

OR 
Venue: NA (virtual event) 
Address: 
City & State:  
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact(s) is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Name: Rebecca Harris 
Email: 
rharris@prespartners.org  
Phone:  
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
Name: Rebecca Harris 
Email: 
rharris@prespartners.org  
Phone:  

Brief event description and purpose:  
 
 

Description: Annual, multi-day gathering of historic 
preservation leaders from organizations across the 
nation where we discuss trends and advocacy goals. 

Purpose: To learn, exchange ideas, discuss national 
priorities, celebrate successes, and look ahead to 
what's next. 
 

Identify the desired role of the Secretary.  Roles (select one):  
Keynote 
Panelist 

(b) (6) (b) (6)
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March 26, 2021 

 
The Honorable Deb Haaland 
Secretary of Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 
 
 
Dear Madam Secretary,  
 
On behalf of the board of the National Preservation Partners Network (Partners Network), I respectfully 
invite you to be the keynote speaker at our annual Spring Retreat, held virtually, from April 27-30, 2021. 
We are a national organization actively pursuing many of the goals you have stated, including building a 
more sustainable and equitable future, for us focused on the nation’s diverse historic places. We suggest 
a fifteen-minute talk followed by an opportunity to respond to questions for about ten minutes. Ideally 
you could participate on the afternoon of Tuesday, April 27, but we would be happy to be flexible to 
accommodate your schedule. We understand that you have many time commitments during this busy 
transition period. If you are not available in April, is there someone on your staff that you might 
recommend who could speak with our group as surrogate? 
 
An independent nonprofit since 2018, the Partners Network is the outcome of nearly forty years of 
collaboration and sharing amongst historic preservation organizational peers. Originally under the 
auspices of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the National Preservation Partners Network 
advances the growth and effectiveness of the organized preservation movement through 
communication, education, training, and a common advocacy agenda. With nearly ninety member 
organizations and friends from Maine to Guam, we support organizations who are on the front lines of 
saving places that matter to people. Small but mighty, these non-profits ensure that the stories and 
places of the past are an essential part of our future. However effective each organization is on its own, 
we are stronger together. Each Partner organization has a strong network of members and collectively 
our social media reach is in the hundreds of thousands. 
 
One of the ways we work together is by hosting an annual, multi-day retreat each spring, which this year 
is virtual due to the pandemic. It is an opportunity to learn, connect, and share. This year the attendees 
will focus on the new federal administration, how to support and care for non-profit staff, how to 
elevate under-represented narratives generally and specifically in the National Register of Historic 
Places, and the role of preservation in advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion, fighting climate change, 
promoting economic development, supportive and affordable housing, and traditional trades and 
workforce development. Our members are particularly interested in hearing about your goals as 
Secretary and how we might collaborate to achieve them.  
 
I want to offer our congratulations to you on your appointment as Secretary of the Interior. Your 
statement, issued on the day that you took office, particularly resonated with our members. The 
Partners Network shares similar values, with a commitment to working with all people, towards a more 



McDonald to Haaland 
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environmentally responsible and equitable future. Indeed, your message of collaboration and 
perseverance is one we wish to amplify. 
 
Despite the grief and challenges experienced by so many this year, this is a hopeful time. Your 
appointment is certainly one of those points of light. We can think of no one more qualified or fitting to 
be the Secretary of the Interior. We welcome your response to our invitation to speak during our Spring 
Retreat between April 27-30, 2021. If you have questions or would like to know more about the 
organization, please reach out to me at bmcdonald@landmarks.org  or (312) 515-1545 or program 
director Rebecca Harris at rharris@prespartners.org or (781) 491-2082. Once again, congratulations and 
welcome! 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Bonnie McDonald 
Chair, National Preservation Partners Network 
President & CEO, Landmarks Illinois 
 

Enc: OS Event Request Form, Board of Directors List, 2021 Spring Retreat Flyer and draft schedule, 

Partners Network Information Sheet 
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Partners Network Information Sheet 

National Partners Network (NPPN)—Who We Are and History 
More than forty years ago, the National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP) established a 
formal working relationship with a variety of statewide and local preservation organizations. 
This group became known as the Partners Network. In its early years, there were fewer than 
fifty organizations in the mix but—from the outset—the enormous value of the Partners 
Network was recognized. Initially, the various organizations served each other and helped 
coalesce a stronger national preservation movement. Eventually, the group grew to more than 
one hundred organizations—thanks to direct support and investment from the NTHP—and the 
Partners Network operated at full steam. 
 
In 2015, planning began for the National Preservation Partners Network to become an 
independent organization with strong volunteer leadership that responds to the needs of 
individual Partners and the collective Partners Network. The Partners Network was officially 
incorporated on July 1, 2018. It now designs and delivers programs and services, fosters 
communication, and promotes collective advocacy that strengthens members and the larger 
preservation movement. Our goal is to support organizations that save places that help 
Americans better understand and appreciate who we are as a nation and how we relate to each 
other. 
 
Partners Network Mission  
The National Preservation Partners Network advances the growth and effectiveness of the 
organized preservation movement through communication, education, training, and a common 
advocacy agenda. 
 
Partners Network Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Statement 
Approved by Board of Directors on February 25, 2019  
The National Preservation Partners Network (Partners Network) recognizes the United States of 
America as a diverse nation comprised of a depth and variety of preservation organizations 
from states and territories to metropolises, suburbs and small towns —all with a shared 
appreciation for preserving places. The Partners Network’s mission is to lead and advance the 
growth and effectiveness of the organized preservation movement through communication, 
education, training, and a common advocacy agenda.  
 
The Partners Network is predicated on beliefs and principles that preservation is about saving 
places that matter—places that consider, represent, and engage a wide variety of people. Our 
organization is open to and welcomes diverse members, board members, and staff.  
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Our semiannual meetings will include:   
 
• diverse subjects relevant today;   
• outreach to wide-ranging people about their cultural, historic, and architectural places; and, 
• cognizance of the needs and priorities of people regardless of age, gender or gender identity, 
race, ethnicity, religious or non-religious affiliation, national or geographic origin, philosophical 
or political beliefs, sexual orientation, physical ability, or socioeconomic status.   
 
The Partners Network is empathetic and responsive to people and issues that help tell the 
evolving American story. Our success will be measured by the connections we make between 
and among the places we save and the people and communities who use them. 
 

Benefits 

• Affinity Group Conversations (Big Cities, Easements, Historic Sites, Local Organizations, 

New Executive Directors, Organizational Size, Revolving Funds, Rural Preservation, 

Statewide Organizations) 

• Webinars, Workshops, and other Trainings 

• Monthly Newsletter 

• Eligible for the Board 

• Eligible for Committees 

• Fall Meeting 

• Spring Retreat 

• Slack 

• Networking and Knowledge Sharing 
 

Membership Categories 

The Partners Network board members, with input from a cross-section of Partners, adopted a 
sliding scale of dues based on an organization’s annual operating budget. The Partners Network 
follows an honor system and operates in good faith (i.e. no fact-checking 990s). Invoicing is 
done on a rolling basis, so a membership that is paid in July will be good through June of the 
following year. We also have a few special membership categories noted below. If you have any 
questions about which membership level is right, please contact Rebecca Harris, Program 
Director, at rharris@prespartners.org or (781) 491-2082. Thank you!  
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Organizational 
Non-profit organizations or foundations with preservation as a primary mission or core value.  
This includes national, statewide, and local organizations of all sizes, including organizations 
with paid professional staff and organizations managed by volunteers. In this category the 
member entity is the organization, represented by a designated individual or individuals that 
serve on the staff or board of the member organization.  (Sliding Scale dues) 
 
Organizational Budget      Annual Dues 
Annual Operating Budget of $1m or more    $1,500/year 
Annual Operating Budget of $500k to $999,999   $1,000/year 
Annual Operating Budget of $250k to $499,999   $500/year 
Annual Operating Budget of less than $250,000   $250/year 
 

Special Membership Categories 
Friend  
An individual or business engaged in preservation work and interested in supporting the 
collective goals of the Network. Friend members are most often those who previously worked 
at preservation non-profits, or have established ties to the preservation movement in a 
professional or volunteer capacity. ($125/year) 
 
Introductory  
Organizations that are in the early stages of development, including those pursuing 501c3 
status, seeking to hire staff or formalize activities focusing on preservation as a core purpose. 
(FREE for one year) 
 
Hardship  
Organizations that desire to participate in the Network but are experiencing financial 
challenges. Any member in good standing can petition for hardship status, with a reduction of 
the membership dues to $125/year for up to a two-year period, with approval by the NPPN 
Board. ($125/year, limited to two years)    
 
Miller Canfield Honorary Membership 
In recognition of the generosity of the law firm, Miller Canfield, in helping the Partners Network 
get established and for their ongoing assistance, each year an organization that might not 
otherwise join the Partners Network is selected to receive a free annual membership.                
 



 

 
 

 

 

National Preservation Partners Network 
Board of Directors 

March 2021 
 

Executive Committee 
Chair, Bonnie McDonald  
Landmarks Illinois 
30 N. Michigan Avenue 
Suite 2020 
Chicago, IL 60602 
bmcdonald@landmarks.org 
(312) 922-1742 
 
Vice Chair, Nicholas Redding 
Preservation Maryland 
3600 Clipper Mill Road 
Suite 248 
Baltimore, MD 21211 
nredding@presmd.org 
(410) 685-2886 ext. 306 
 
Treasurer, Nancy Finegood 
509 Osborn Street 
Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
nancyfinegood@gmail.com 
(517) 980-2992 
 
Secretary, Jessie Fisher 
Preservation Buffalo-Niagara 
617 Main Street 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
jfisher@pbnsaves.org 
(716) 852-3300 
 
At-Large, Ethiel Garlington 
Historic Macon Foundation 
PO Box 13358 
Macon, GA 31208 
egarlington@historicmacon.org 
(478) 742-5084 ext. 101 

Board of Directors 
Samantha Bosshart 
Saratoga Springs Preservation Foundation 
112 Spring Street 
Suite 203 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
sbossbart@saratogapreservation.org 
(518) 587-5030 
 
Danielle Del Sol 
Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans 
The Leeds-David Building 
923 Tchoupitoulas Street 
New Orleans, LA 70130 
ddelsol@prcno.org 
(504) 581-7032 
 
Linda Dishman 
Los Angeles Conservancy  
523 W. Sixth Street 
Suite 826 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
ldishman@laconservancy.org 
(213) 430-4205 
 
Greg Galer  
Boston Preservation Alliance 
The Otis House 
141 Cambridge Street 
Boston, MA 02114 
ggaler@bostonpreservation.org 
(617) 367-2458 ext. 202 
 
 
Continued—see next page 
 



 

 
 
 
Board of Directors continued 
 
Erik Hein 
National Conference of State Historic 
Preservation Officers 
444 N. Capitol Street, NW 
Officers Suite 342 
Hall of the States 
Washington, DC 20001 
hein@ncshpo.org 
(202) 624-5465 
 
Kirk Huffaker 
2540 South 1700 East 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
Kirk.preserve@gmail.com 
(801) 949-4040 
 
Fairleigh Jackson 
Preserve Louisiana 
PO Box 908 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
fairliegh@preserve-louisiana.org 
(504) 715-0303 
 
Kji Kelly  
Historic Seattle 
1117 Minor Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101 
kji@historicseattle.org 
(206) 622-6952 
 
Renee Kuhlman 
National Trust for Historic Preservation  
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW 
Suite 1100 
Washington DC 20037 
rkuhlman@savingplaces.org 
(540) 951-1661 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Annie Levinsky  
Historic Denver 
1420 Ogden Street, Suite 202 
Denver, CO 80218 
alevinsky@historicdenver.org 
(303) 534-5288 ext. 1 
 
Bruce MacDougal 
Preservation Action 
2020 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
#313 
Washington, DC 2006 
bruce@brucemacdougal.com 
(703) 347-2150 
 
Joseph McGill 
The Slave Dwelling Project 
PO Box 1469 
Ladson, SC 29456 
Jmcgill769@gmail.com 
(843) 408-7727 
 
Joseph E. Quinata 
Guam Preservation Trust 
PO Box 3036 
Hagatna, Guam 96932 
jqpreservation@guam.net 
(671) 472-9439 
 
Lindsey Wallace 
Main Street America 
53 West Jackson Blvd 
Suite 350 
Chicago, IL 60604 
lwallace@savingplaces.org 
(312) 610-5605 
 



From: Vestal, Amber
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Invitation to Secretary Haaland: Grand Opening of American Indian Hall at Montana State University

in Bozeman, MT | October 2021
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 3:42:35 PM
Attachments: image003.png

2021.04.02 Invitation to Secretary Deb Haaland from President Cruzado MSU.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Madam Secretary,
On behalf of President Waded Cruzado, please find attached invitation to join us as an honored
guest at our grand opening of Montana State University’s American Indian Hall in Bozeman,
Montana - October 2021. Dates we are considering include October 11, 2021 - Indigenous Peoples
Day; October 22, 2021 or a weekday that works best for your schedule between October 11-22,
2021.
In addition, Senator Tester and team plan to follow up in support of this momentous occasion.
Please let me know if you have any further questions - I am here to assist. Thank you, in advance, for
considering this invitation.
Most sincerely,
Amber
Amber D. Vestal
Executive Assistant to the President





From: Nonabah Lane
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keynote Speaker Invitation for Secretary Debra A. Haaland
Date: Thursday, April 1, 2021 2:42:34 PM
Attachments: Invite 2021 NAVAJO POWER ENERGY ROUNDTABLE.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Scheduling Personnel,

I am honored to be tasked with inviting Secretary Debra Haaland to be the Keynote
Speaker of our upcoming virtual Tribal Energy Roundtable at 9am MDT on April 22
(Earth Day), hosted by Navajo Power, https://navajopower.com, a utility scale
renewable energy development company. I am requesting a 10-15 minutes keynote
address live or pre-recorded.

We would be honored to have Secretary Haaland address our group of leaders,
experts and representatives of institutions and governments that are eager to
collaborate to upgrade the Nation’s energy infrastructure on tribal lands while building
upon the historic role Indian Country has played in powering the American West.

The agenda includes the following topics:

Western Energy Landscape: Renewable Energy and Transition Economies
Local Economic Development
Federal Programs: What is on the Horizon
Power Market Economics: What are the Key Trends
Finance and Capital Markets
Tribal Utilities: Self-Determination in Energy

I understand that Secretary Haaland is inundated with requests, but I hope this
particular event strikes the transitional energy cord, as this is a heavy issue we are
currently working to solve with the coal industry on tribal lands in the southwest,
particularly the Navajo Nation. I am looking forward to your and Secretary Haaland's
positive response.

Respectfully,

Nonabah Lane
Director of New Mexico Projects
https://navajopower.com
917.686.5762
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Hi Preston,
I’ve been advised that you are the right person to get this letter to Secretary Haaland. Please feel
free to let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Gary Hennigh



 

March 23, 2021 

Honorable Debra Haaland            
Secretary of Interior                                                  
Department of Interior                              
1849 C St. NW – Mail Stop 7328                   
Washington, D.C, 20240 

Dear Madame Secretary: 

Congratulations on your confirmation as Secretary of the Interior!  As Aleut and  Native American tribal 
leaders, we are justly proud that you as a Native American have been appointed to administer this most 
important Cabinet position to all our Native people throughout the Nation. This is particularly the case in 
Alaska with over 230 Interior Department certified tribes, of which two are located in our home village 
of King Cove, the Agdaagux Tribe and the Native Village of Belkofski.   

King Cove is our contemporary Aleut village. Our residents’ ancestors have occupied this area, including 
the Izembek Refuge area, for over 4000 years.  These ancestors, and we modern day Aleuts, have 
hunted, fished and subsisted in this area including  the Izembek and Kinzaroff lagoons at the center of 
the Izembek Wildlife Refuge long before the Department declared this area as a refuge in 1960 with no 
consultation with our tribes and Aleut people.  This establishment occurred despite the fact that our 
people helped build the Cold Bay military base and airstrip in 1942 following the invasion of the Aleut 
islands of Attu and Atka.  Like all Native Americans, King Cove Aleuts have served proudly in the U. S. 
military for the last 80 years.  

But throughout this time our people have struggled for a lifesaving road to connect our isolated village, 
now accessible only by air and sea, to the State of Alaska-operated Cold Bay Airport.  This airport has the 
5th longest paved runway in Alaska and can operate on a 24/7 basis.   In contrast, our short gravel 
runway can only operate in daylight hours and is extremely dangerous in bad weather, which occurs 
30% or more of the time. Consequently, we have 100 days a year when no flights can land or depart 
from the King Cove airstrip.  These continuous weather conditions interrupting safe travel have resulted 
in over 135 emergency medevacs since 2013 when the Department of Interior refused to implement a 
Congressionally approved land exchange and road. 



We continue to work for social and cultural justice for our people.  With this in mind, we thank you for 
your agreement made to Senator Murkowski to meet virtually after your confirmation. So, this letter is 
our request to set up this virtual meeting as soon as possible.  We will set up the virtual meeting as soon 
as you can provide us a date and time for this meeting.  We are anxious to brief you on our needs, 
hopes, and the help we hope you can give us. 

Additionally, we are excited that you will be visiting Alaska in the near future.  We invite and ask you to 
visit King Cove so we can show our village and our world.  It is different than the Southwest but similar in 
that our village, like Laguna Pueblo, is the home to our Aleut tribes where we work to raise our children 
to live in our modern world and preserve our Aleut traditions and culture.  This visit can be a one-day 
charter trip from Anchorage, but we also invite you to spend a night in our village so we can host you in 
an Aleut potlach and share our traditional foods, mostly from the sea.  

We are also excited to show you our two hydro facilities which have been consistently producing about 
85% of our annual electric demand in our village for decades.  King Cove is truly a leader in Alaska, and 
most likely throughout all of Indian country nationwide, in converting to renewable energy and doing 
our part to help combat climate change.  The Agdaagux Tribe was very successful in working with the 
Tribal Energy Office (US Dept. of Energy) in the early 1990’s to start making this commitment to 
renewable energy. 

Our tribal members are eager to schedule these meetings and welcome you to our ancestral home! 

Sincerely, 

                                              

Etta Kuzakin, President     Della Trumble, CEO 
Agadaagux Tribe of King Cove    King Cove Corporation & 
       Agdaagux Tribe Member 
 
       (King Cove Corporation is our Alaska Native Claim  
       Settlement Act designated village corporation)   
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Dear Secretary Haaland,
Please see attached correspondence on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) requesting your immediate action to prevent the National Park Service (NPS) from
approving a revised General Management Plan (GMP) for the Point Reyes National Seashore
(PRNS) that would result in the needless slaughter of tule elk and have a serious adverse
environmental impact that would further harm these elk and other animals in a manner contrary to
the laws governing the PRNS.
Respectfully,
Heather Rally, D.V.M.
Supervising Veterinarian
PETA Foundation





cc: Craig Kenkel, Superintendent, Point Reyes National Seashore (Craig_Kenkel@nps.gov) 
Shawn Benge, Acting Director, National Park Service (Shawn_Benge@nps.gov) 
Stanley J. Austin, Pacific West Region Director, National Park Service 
(Stan_Austin@nps.gov) 

 
 

Appendix 
 
PETA is the world’s largest animal rights organization, with more than 6.5 million members and 
supporters worldwide. Since its inception, the group has championed efforts to end the inhumane 
and environmentally destructive practice of animal agriculture as well as the cruel killing of 
wildlife as “pests” or “nuisance animals.” In addition, some of PETA’s members have aesthetic, 
recreational, educational, and emotional interests in seeing native tule elk roaming free on 
federally protected lands and would be harmed by the implementation of a callous plan to cull 
these gentle animals through painful, lethal methods. 
 
Through its controversial lifespan, the NPS’ proposed Alternative B of the GMP for PRNS has 
been rigorously opposed by NGOs and concerned citizens. Over 20,000 comments were recently 
submitted to the CCC, in addition to the 7,600 comments submitted directly to the NPS on this 
issue. The overwhelming majority of these comments expressed strong opposition to the lethal 
removal of tule elk from the PRNS as outlined by Alternative B and expressed strong support for 
the elimination of damaging ranching activities in the region. PETA avidly supports Alternative 
F of the GMP, which would discontinue ranching activities, allow elk populations to expand, and 
enhance visitor opportunities. 
 
Driven to local extinction in the region by farming, logging, and hunting activities in the mid-
1800s, tule elk were reintroduced to the Point Reyes region in the 1970s with the intention of 
restoring and protecting this native species, as described in the Point Reyes National Seashore 
Tule Elk Management Plan and Environmental Assessment of 1998. Contrary to the spirit of the 
1998 management plan, recent ranching activities have allowed for the detrimental 
mismanagement of tule elk herds. Fencing and confinement of herds has resulted in the 
substantial restriction of animal movement, a situation that is believed to have caused the recent 
death of over 100 animals from the Tomales Point herd. The proposed plan under the current 
GMP would validate and exacerbate these inhumane practices by authorizing the NPS to 
implement dramatic tactics involving the direct harassment of elk and their lethal removal. The 
implementation of archaic and harsh methods of lethal population control is simply no longer 
justifiable for closed and well-managed ungulate populations who are prime candidates for more 
humane, alternative reproductive management solutions, if needed. 
 
The fate of the tule elk at PRNS and the health of the local environment are intimately 
intertwined. Compelling evidence indicates that ranchers within the PRNS have violated their 
lease agreements by allowing cows to trample, defecate on, and consume protected wetland plant 
species, having both direct and downstream consequences. Chronic overgrazing, trampling, 
erosion, and excessive manure run-off from ranches has led to poor water quality in sensitive 
PRNS waterways. Recent independent testing revealed concentrations of enterococci bacteria of 
up to 300 times the state health standard, which is considered to be the strongest indicator of 



health risk in saltwater used for human recreation. The marine and terrestrial PRNS ecosystems 
support myriad vulnerable species of animals and plants, including several who are completely 
absent from the final EIS or for whom evaluation of impact has been insufficient or 
controversial, such as the black abalone, leatherback sea turtle, snowy plover, and eelgrass 
habitats that support a wide abundance of native animals.  
 
At this time, the NPS appears to be poised to issue the ROD on the GMP and its final EIS. Your 
immediate intervention would avoid the serious adverse consequences of an ROD that approves 
the agency-preferred alternative in the final EIS and would result in the deliberate killing of tule 
elk by the federal government. 
 
By preventing the issuance of the ROD, your office would provide the opportunity to revisit the 
GMP procedures that were implemented under the Trump administration and have led to a 
legally insufficient and politically motivated administrative record. The political, results-
oriented, and biased nature of the PRNS GMP process is evident from Trump’s own actions and 
statements. On October 9, 2019, not long after the comment period on the draft GMP/EIS had 
closed, Trump announced two executive orders (EO 13891—Promoting the Rule of Law 
Through Improved Agency Guidance Documents and EO 13892—Promoting the Rule of Law 
Through Transparency and Fairness in Civil Administrative Enforcement and Adjudication) 
requiring certain types of agency guidance documents to go through a public comment review 
and to provide regulated parties with special access and influence, allowing them the opportunity 
to affect the outcome of those policies. Taken together, Trump’s orders created the opportunity 
for regulated interest groups to engage in deal-making and behind-the-scenes negotiations with a 
corresponding chilling effect on agency officials. Fortunately, President Joe Biden has canceled 
these orders. 
 
At the signing ceremony for his two orders, Trump gave a speaking opportunity to Kevin Lunny, 
the well-known rancher who operated the now closed and notorious commercial oyster farm in 
the Drakes Bay Estero area of PRNS that is designated as wilderness. At the ceremony, Trump 
professed his sympathy for Lunny, saying, “No American should ever face such persecution 
from their own government.” In an apparent reference to the future of ranching in PRNS, which 
is a key issue in the GMP, Trump proclaimed support for the ranchers by stating, “We’re going 
to have somebody right here in the White House looking at it, Kevin, so this doesn’t happen to 
other people.” He concluded by stating that “[t]oday’s action is just the latest step in my 
administration’s tireless fight to curtail job-killing, soul-crushing regulations.” In his statement, 
Lunny criticized the NPS for its actions that “forced our oyster farm out of business” and brought 
up the GMP by stating, “And if that wasn’t enough for our family and our community, today the 
rest of agriculture, which includes about another 24 ranching family farm businesses within the 
national seashore, are facing the exact same process.” Trump praised Lunny for being “brave” 
and said that is was “incredible” that Lunny was at the ceremony.1 
 
Following the signing ceremony and Trump’s remarks in favor of Lunny, the NPS conducted its 
review of the comments received on the draft GMP/EIS and, on September 18, 2020, issued the 
final EIS. It confirmed the plan announced in the draft EIS that would allow ranchers to continue 
                                                        
1 Cite to Administration of Donald J. Trump, Signing Executive Orders on Transparency in Federal Guidance and 
Enforcement and an Exchange with Reporters, 10/9/2019 



their farming activities in PRNS, and it calls for the lethal culling plan for the Drakes Beach and 
Limantour tule elk herds as well as the continuation of the inhumane enclosure for the Tomales 
Bay herd. Lunny again gained the public spotlight, stating less than one year after his featured 
role at the Trump signing ceremony that “we feel fortunate that we are still here. We get to 
continue our way of life, and to produce food for our community.” He also complained that not 
enough had been done to help them with “elk competition” and that they were subject to “limits 
[on] what we can do.”2 
 
The manner in which the GMP and EIS process unfolded gives rise to very strong concerns 
about a fundamental lack of fairness, transparency, and objectivity. There is no way PETA or the 
public can have any confidence in the way in which the NPS under the Trump administration 
developed the final recommended course of action. 
 
Furthermore, the NPS Organic Act, enacted in 1916, establishes the affirmative duty for the NPS 
to “conserve the … wild life in the [National Park] System units” and to “provide for the 
enjoyment of the … wild life in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired 
for the enjoyment of future generations.” 16 U.S.C. 100101(a). In addition, the 1978 amendment 
to the NPS governing authorities directs that “the promotion and regulation of the various 
System units shall be consistent with and founded in the purpose established by” the 1916 
Organic Act, which includes the conservation of wildlife, and that the “authorization of activities 
shall … not be exercised in derogation of the values and purposes for which the System units 
have been established, except as directly and specifically provided by Congress.” Id. 100101(b). 
Congress has directed the NPS to administer the lands within PRNS to prevent “impairment of 
its natural values” and that such management shall be in accordance with the Organic Act to 
achieve “maximum protection, restoration, and preservation of the natural environment.” 16 
U.S.C. 459c-6. Ranching is not a purpose or value of PRNS, and it can be allowed only if 
consistent with the aforementioned “not in derogation,” “no impairment” and “maximum 
protection” mandates. The record on the GMP clearly shows that cattle ranching is inconsistent 
with the natural environment of PRNS and especially its elk herds, and it should therefore be 
discontinued and no allowance should be made for ranchers to engage in practices that are 
harmful to tule elk.  
 
Fortunately, a final decision has not been made, and under your leadership, the Department of 
the Interior and the NPS can reform the GMP process and allow for the best evidence and 
informed public comment to drive the final decision. There is still time to remove the biased and 
politically motivated influence that blatantly plagued the PRNS GMP. 
 
Your reassessment of the PRNS GMP is also necessary pursuant to Secretarial Order 3398, as 
the PRNS GMP final EIS was issued after the effective date of the Trump administration’s 
National Environment Policy Act regulations that reduced the level of scrutiny of harmful 
environmental impacts. 
 
The same is true for your Secretarial Order 3399, also issued last Friday. You and President 
Biden have recognized the importance of carefully scrutinizing projects that contribute to 
greenhouse-gas emissions. The PRNS GMP final EIS doesn’t do this, even though a central issue 
                                                        
2 Cite to Point Reyes Light publication, “Park affirms support for agriculture in final EIS,” by Anna Guth, 9/23/20 



is whether to allow cattle ranching to continue within the otherwise pristine environment of 
PRNS, and it is well understood that methane produced by cows is a significant source of 
greenhouse-gas emissions. Suspending the PRNS GMP process would allow the agency to 
conduct further review in order to ensure full consideration of all impacts, all alternatives, and all 
public input.  
 
The Biden administration has already taken dozens of actions to stay, suspend, or reverse Trump 
administration decisions that may jeopardize wildlife, public lands, and the environment. We’re 
enclosing an attachment to this letter that sets forth a list of these actions to date, which includes 
public land management plans not unlike the PRNS GMP. We ask that you add the GMP and its 
handling of the tule elk issue to this list of corrective actions to reverse the harmful impact of the 
previous administration’s decisions.  
 
While it is clear that a sufficient record exists upon which to take the necessary actions to protect 
the elk herds—no culling, natural herd growth without artificial boundaries, and elimination of 
farming and ranching practices that are inconsistent with the NPS legal mandate to protect 
wildlife—at a minimum, PETA asks that you halt the decision process that was corrupted by the 
political agenda of the last administration and take the necessary steps to put the GMP on a 
legitimate and honest path to a proper final action by the NPS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment — List of Biden Administration Actions to Reverse Trump Rules, Orders and 
Plans 

Since taking office, President Joe Biden has overturned 23 and targeted 70 of the Trump 
administration’s environmental rollbacks.  A preliminary list of those actions under President Joe 
Biden is as follows: 

Animals and Wildlife 

Rule Rule status Lawsuit Case status  

Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Seismic Testing 

Rescinded No N/A 

Outdoor Recreation 
Legacy Partnership 

Rescinded No N/A 

Spotted Owl’s Critical 
Habitat 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case on a stay until 
May 17, 2021. 

Case No. 1:21-00041-
HG-RT 

Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act 

Under agency review No N/A 

Harming Marine 
Mammals in Gulf of 
Mexico Oil and Gas 
Surveys 

Under agency review No N/A 

Critical Habitat 
Designation 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently under a 60-
day stay 

Case No. 4:21-00440-
JST 

Salmon and Smelt 
Protections 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 1:20-00431-
DAD-EPG 

Endangered Species 
Act Consultations 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Stipulation to continue 
stay for an additional 
60-days 

Case No. 4:19-06013-
JST 



Narrowing Critical 
Habitat Definition 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently under a 60-
day stay 

Case No. 4:21-00440-
JST 

Hunting and Trapping 
in Alaska Preserves 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Litigation currently 
ongoing 

Case No. 3:20-00209-
SLG 

Changed Critical 
Habitat Application 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently under a 60-
day stay 

Case No. 4:21-00440-
JST 

 

Air Pollution and Greenhouse Gases 

Rule Rule status Lawsuit Case status 

Paris Climate 
Agreement Departure 

Rescinded  No N/A 

Kigali Amendment Rescinded  No N/A 

Repeal of Clean Power 
Plan 

Rescinded  Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

D.C. Circuit vacated 
the Trump 
administration’s rule 
replacing the Obama-
era rule.3 The Biden 
EPA asked for that 
order to be delayed 
which was granted.4 

CO2 Limits on Certain 
Power Plants  

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

D.C. circuit granted the 
Biden administration’s 

                                                        
3 D.C. Circuit Strikes Down Trump Administration Repeal and Replacement of the Clean Power Plan, 
ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE FUND (Jan. 19, 2021), https://www.edf.org/media/dc-circuit-strikes-down-trump-
administration-repeal-and-replacement-clean-power-plan. 
4 Jennifer Hijazi, Biden EPA Asks D.C. Circuit to Freeze Mandate on Clean Power Plan, BLOOMBERG LAW (Feb 12, 
2021), https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/environment-and-
energy/X49EGCH4000000?bna_news_filter=environment-and-energy#jcite; David J. Raphael et al., D.C. Circuit 
Grants EPA’s Request to Keep Clean Power Plan on Ice, NATIONAL LAW REVIEW (Feb. 24, 2021), 
lawsuihttps://www.natlawreview.com/article/dc-circuit-grants-epa-s-request-to-keep-clean-power-plan-ice. 



request to vacate the 
rule.5 

Coal Leasing 
Moratorium 

Rescinded6 Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation Case 
No. 4:17-00030-BMM 

Limetree Bay Refinery 
Permit 

Under agency review No N/A 

Climate Projects at 
Interior 

Under agency review No N/A 

Test Procedure for 
Electric Motors 

Under agency review No N/A 

Delayed Energy-
Efficiency Rules  

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The Northern District 
of California and 9th 
Circuit agreed that 
Trump had to publish 
the energy-efficiency 
rules. 7 

Power Plant Emissions Under agency review No N/A 

The Social Cost of 
Carbon 

Under agency review Yes, the Biden 
administration has been 
sued 

Ongoing litigation Case 
No. 4:21-00287-AGF 

Withdrawing Test 
Procedures for 
Conventional Cooking 
Tops 

Under agency review No N/A 

New Energy-Efficiency 
Standards 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently in a 150-day 
abeyance  

Case No. 20-71068 (9th 
Cir.) 

                                                        
5 Melissa Angell, DC Circ. Vacates Trump-Era GHG Pollution Rule, LAW360 (Apr. 5, 2021), 
https://www.law360.com/articles/1372367/dc-circ-vacates-trump-era-ghg-pollution-rule.  
6 Michael Doyle and Scott Streater, Haaland Revokes Trump-Era Orders, Creates Climate Task Force, GREENWIRE 
(Apr. 16, 2021), 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2021/04/16/stories/1063730221?utm_campaign=edition&utm_medium=email&u
tm_source=eenews%3Agreenwire. 
7 Lauren Urbanek, Victory! Trump Administration Must Publish Delayed Energy Efficiency Standards, NATURAL 
RESOURCES DEFENSE CENTER (Oct. 10, 2019), https://www.nrdc.org/experts/lauren-urbanek/victory-trump-
administration-must-publish-delayed-energy-efficiency-standards. 



Lightbulb Efficiency 
Rule 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently in a 60-day 
abeyance 

Case No. 19-3652 (2d 
Cir.) 

New Source 
Performance Standards 
for Oil and Gas 

Under agency review No N/A 

Washer and Dryer 
Efficiency Standards 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently in a 90-day 
abeyance 

Case No. 1:20-09362-
AJN 

Energy-Efficiency for 
Manufacturers 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently in abeyance 
until August 26, 2021 

Case No. 21-107 (2d 
Cir.) 

Cost-Benefit Rule for 
Air Policies 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Litigation currently 
ongoing, motions to 
hold in abeyance have 
been filed. 

Case No. 21-1034 
(D.C. Cir.) 

401(k) Plan Climate 
Investments 

Under agency review No N/A 

“Once In, Always In” 
Policy 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Litigation currently 
ongoing, motions to 
hold in abeyance have 
been filed. 

Case No. 21-1024 
(D.C. Cir.) 

Curtailing 
Environmental Justice 
Appeals 

Under agency review No N/A 

Cost-Benefit Test for 
Appliance Standards 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Currently in abeyance 
until August 26, 2021 

Case No. 21-107 (2d 
Cir.) 



CO2 Standards for Cars 
and SUVs 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case is currently being 
held in abeyance. 

Case No. 20-1167 
(D.C. Cir.) 

Landfill Emissions 
Moratorium 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Court denied motion to 
stay. 

Case No. 4:18-03237-
HSG 

BLM Methane Rule Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

District court ruled for 
vacatur of the rule. 
There are three separate 
appeals. 

Case No. 4:18-05712-
YGR 

Mercury and Air 
Toxics Standards 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case is currently in 
abeyance. 

Case No. 20-1265 
(D.C. Cir.) 

Furnace and Water 
Heater Efficiency 

Under agency review No N/A 

Showerhead Efficiency 
Testing 

Under agency review No N/A 

Dishwasher Energy 
Standards 

Under agency review No N/A 

Methane Limits for Oil 
and Gas Operations 

Under agency review Yes, The Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case currently being 
held in abeyance. 

Case No. 20-1357 
(D.C. Cir.) 

 

Chemical Safety 

Rule Rule Status Lawsuit Case status 

Farmworker Protection 
Standard 

Under agency review No N/A 



Chlorpyrifos Ban Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 17-71636 (9th 
Cir.) 

Standards for Storing 
Volatile Organic 
Liquids 

Under agency review No N/A 

Methylene Chloride 
Restrictions 

Under agency review No N/A 

Risk Evaluation of 
Toxic Substances 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 20-72091 (9th 
Cir.) 

Risk Management 
Plans 

Under agency review No N/A 

 

Drilling and extraction 

Rule Rule status  Lawsuit Case status 

Desert Energy 
Renewable 
Conservation Plan 
Amendment 

Rescinded No N/A 

Copper Mine in Tonto 
National Forest 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case is stayed pending 
the Forest Service’s 
FEIS and Draft ROD. 

Case No. 2:21-00122-
DLR 

Restoration of the 
Hammond Family’s 
Grazing Permits 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Appeals court granted 
appellant’s motion to 
voluntarily dismiss. 

Case No. 20-35193 

Lease Sale 257 for the 
Gulf of Mexico, Outer 
Continental Shelf 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 1:19-00707-
RBW 

Cancelling of Proposed 
Offshore Oil and Gas 

Rescinded No N/A 



Sale in Alaska’s Cook 
Inlet 

Energy & Infrastructure 
Executive Order 

Rescinded No N/A 

Review of Designations 
Under the Antiquities 
Act 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The case is currently on 
a stay until June 3, 
2021. 

Case No. 1:17-02590-
TSC 

Keystone XL Pipeline Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case is on appellate 
review.  

Case No. 20-35432 (9th 
Cir.) 

ConocoPhillips’ 
Willow Project on the 
National Petroleum 
Reserve Alaska 

Rescinded8 Yes, the Biden 
administration has been 
sued 

The case is currently on 
a stay. 

Case No. 3:20-00206-
SLG 

Royalty Valuation Rule Rescinded9 Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Court denied motion to 
enforce judgment and 
reinstated the prior 
Valuation Rule. 

Case No. 4:17-05948-
SBA 

Revoking Master Lease 
Plans 

Rescinded10 Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Parties have filed to 
dismiss the case 
voluntarily. 

Case No. 21-5006 

Central Yukon Draft 
Resource Management 
Plan 

Under agency review No N/A 

                                                        
8 Scott Streater, Interior Ices Mining, Leasing for 2 Years on Alaska Tracts, GREENWIRE (Apr. 15, 2021), 
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2021/04/15/stories/1063730099?utm_campaign=edition&utm_medium=email&u
tm_source=eenews%3Agreenwire 
9 Doyle, supra note 6 
10 Doyle, supra note 6 



Rangeland 
Management Rule 

Under agency review No N/A 

Exploratory Arctic 
Drilling Rule 

Under agency review No N/A 

Timber Harvesting on 
Federal Land 

Under agency review No N/A 

Twin Metals Mine 
Leases 

Under agency review No N/A 

Bank Lending on Fossil 
Fuel Projects 

Under agency review No N/A 

Curtail Protest Process 
for Federal Timber 
Sales 

Under agency review No N/A 

Bering Sea-Western 
Interior Management 
Plan 

Under agency review No N/A 

Tongass National 
Forest Roadless Rule 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The case is under a 
120-day stay. 

Case No. 1:20-00011-
SLG 

Transporting Liquified 
Gas by Rail 

Under agency review No N/A 

Financial Assurances 
for Hardrock Mining 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The D.C. Circuit court 
allowed for the Trump 
administration to 
abandon financial 
requirements.11 

Fracking Rules on 
Federal and Indian 
Lands 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The case is temporarily 
closed while the parties 
work towards a 
settlement agreement 
by May 18, 2021 

Case No. 20-16158 (9th 
Cir.) 

                                                        
11 Court Allows Trump EPA to Abandon Financial Requirements for Disaster-Prone Mining Industry, 
EARTHJUSTICE (July 19, 2019), https://earthjustice.org/news/press/2019/court-allows-trump-epa-to-abandon-
financial-requirements-for-disaster-prone-mining-industry. 



Blowout Preventer and 
Well Rule 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The case is currently 
under a stay. 

Case No. 2:19-13966-
BWA-MBN 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act 

Under agency review No N/A 

 

Infrastructure and permitting 

Rule Rule status Lawsuit Case status 

Control over the 
Missouri River on Fort 
Berthold Reservation 

Rescinded No N/A 

Guidance on 
Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

Rescinded No N/A 

Expedited 
infrastructure projects 
during the pandemic. 

Rescinded No N/A 

Executive Order 12563, 
on Climate Resistance 

Reinstated the 2013 
rule after Trump’s 
rescission of the rule 

No N/A 

Federal Flood 
Protection Standards 

Rescinded No N/A 

“America First” 
Offshore Energy 
Strategy 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case decided by the 9th 
Circuit as moot due to 
President Biden’s 
rescission of the policy. 

Case No. 19-35460 (9th 
Cir.) 

Changes to Section 106 
of National Historic 
Preservation Act 

Rescinded12 No N/A 

                                                        
12 Doyle, supra note 6 



Coastal Barrier 
Resources Sand Policy 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The case is currently 
under a 60-day stay. 

Case No. 1:20-05065-
LJL 

Accelerating 
infrastructure projects 

Under review No  N/A 

Streamlining Army 
Corps Projects 

Under review Yes, the Biden 
administration has been 
sued 

Case is on appellate 
review.  

Case No. 20-35432 (9th 
Cir.) 

 

Accountability 

Rule Rule status Lawsuit Case status 

Settlement Payments to 
Third Parties in Justice 
Department Cases 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

 

Interior “Open 
Science” Rule 

Rescinded No N/A 

EPA Scientific 
Transparency Rule 

Rescinded Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

The District Court of 
Montana found that the 
EPA violated the law 
by creating the 
“scientific 
transparency” rule.13 

Enforcement Priorities 
for National 
Monuments 

Rescinded14 No N/A 

 

Water Pollution 

Rule Rule status Lawsuit Case status 

                                                        
13 Ellen M. Gilmer and Stephen Lee, Trump EPA’s Fast Track for “Secret Science” Rule Nixed (1), BLOOMBERG 
LAW (Jan. 27, 2021), https://www.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberglawnews/environment-and-
energy/X3H2J0UG000000?bna_news_filter=environment-and-energy#jcite. 
14 Doyle, supra note 6 



Removing Protections 
from San Francisco’s 
South Bay Salt Ponds 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case is currently on 
appeal with business 
interest while the 
government interests 
have withdrawn their 
appeal. 

Case No. 3:19-05941-
WHA 

Delayed Electronic 
Reporting of Dumping 
Water Pollution 

Under agency review No N/A 

Coal Ash 
Impoundments 
Disclosure  

Under agency review No N/A 

Regulation of 
Perchlorate  

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

This case is under an 
indefinite stay. 

Case No. 2:16-01251-
ER 

Power Plant 
Wastewater Rule 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 20-2244 (4th 
Cir.) 

Coal Ash Part A Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Case was voluntarily 
remanded to the 
agency. 

Clean Water Act 
Section 401 Rule 

Under agency review Yes, the Trump 
administration was 
sued 

Ongoing litigation 

Case No. 3:20-06137-
WHA 

 



From: Jean Bell
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting email contact info
Date: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 4:45:56 PM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hello mis haaland,
Per your request for MTG with drought adaptation industries, please use this email or
glenn@dai-nm.com. we also have an informative website at
Dai-industries.com
Jean



From: Megan Miller
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Information Request Form: UW-Madison
Date: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 1:02:35 PM
Attachments: FINAL OS Meeting Request Form UW NN.docx

UW-Madison Invite[1].pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good afternoon:
Please see the attached meeting request form and invitation letter from Chancellor Rebecca M.
Blank at the University of Wisconsin – Madison.
If I can provide any further details, do not hesitate to reach out.
Warm regards,
Megan
--
Megan Miller, MPA
Strategic Partnerships Specialist
Office of University Relations
University of Wisconsin – Madison
megan.miller@wisc.edu | 608.890.2330
she/her



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

Invitation from Chancellor Rebecca M. Blank, University 
of Wisconsin – Madison, to speak at the 2021 Wisconsin 
Tribal Leadership Summit: a biannual meeting between 
the 12 Native Nations of Wisconsin and UW-Madison 
Administrators. 
 
The purpose of the meeting is to build and improve 
working relationships between UW-Madison and Native 
Nations in Wisconsin. The meeting will focus on 
highlighting and discussing shared priorities around 
access to higher education and stewardship of 
Wisconsin’s natural resources.  
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Megan Miller 
Email: 
megan.miller@wisc.edu 
Phone:  

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: Aaron Bird Bear 
Email: 
abirdbear@wisc.edu 
Phone:  

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

Friday, May 14, 2021 
30-45 minutes between 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. CDT 
 
 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expecting meeting 
participants registered lobbyists or 
lobbying organizations, and/or registered 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• N/A 
•  

Organization Affiliation: 

Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 

With mineral extraction, water quality, and wildlife 
management being important to the Native Nations of 
Wisconsin, we hope Secretary Haaland will share her 
vision of the Department of Interior as it relates to these 

(b) (6) (b) (6)



 
 

 

Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

topics. 
 
As the first Native American to serve in this role, 
Secretary Haaland’s insights and perspectives on land 
management are of particular interest to members of 
Wisconsin’s Tribal leadership.  
 
The intended outcome of this meeting is to create a space 
where Tribal leaders and University administrators can be 
inspired to learn and grow together in considering our 
shared past and building a shared future. 
 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

Yes 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

Formal invitation letter attached.  





From: Shawn P. Rusterholz
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Lem Smith
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request - Mike Sommers, American Petroleum Institute (API)
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 9:41:16 AM
Attachments: image001.png

API Haaland Request - 04.27.2021.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good morning Cristina,
I am reaching out on behalf of Mike Sommers, President & CEO of the American Petroleum Institute
(API), to request to a meeting with Secretary Haaland in the next few weeks, to discuss issues
currently facing the U.S. natural gas and oil industry.
Mr. Sommers would appreciate the opportunity to discuss API member companies’ shared goal of
finding climate solutions to address climate change while meeting the world’s energy demands.
Specifically, he would like to discuss the Department of the Interior’s federal leasing program, as well
as other regulatory matters before the Department. Mr. Sommers would also welcome discussion of
additional topics on Secretary Haaland’s agenda.
For your reference, a formal meeting request letter is attached, along with a copy of Mr. Sommers’
bio.
Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information. Thank you for your
consideration of this request.
Best,
Shawn
Shawn Rusterholz
Manager
Government Affairs
o: 202.682.8136
m: 908.839.5070
e: rusterholzs@api.org
www.api.org



Bill Koetzle 
Senior Vice President 
Government Affairs 
API 
202-682-8209 
koetzleb@api.org 

 

200 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20001-5571 USA 202-682-8000 api.org 

  

April 27, 2021 

 
The Honorable Deb Haaland 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland, 
 
I am writing on behalf of Mike Sommers, President & CEO of the American Petroleum Institute (API), to 
request to a meeting in the coming weeks, to discuss issues currently facing the U.S. natural gas and oil 
industry. 
 
Mr. Sommers would appreciate the opportunity to discuss API member companies’ shared goal of finding 
climate solutions to address climate change while meeting the world’s energy demands. Specifically, he 
would like to discuss the Department of the Interior’s federal leasing program, as well as other regulatory 
matters before the Department. Mr. Sommers would also welcome discussion of additional topics on your 
agenda. 

 
API represents all segments of America’s natural gas and oil industry, which supports more than ten million 
U.S. jobs and is backed by a growing grassroots movement of millions of Americans. Our 600 members 
produce, process, and distribute the majority of the nation’s energy, and while seeking to accelerate 
environmental and safety progress by fostering new technologies and transparent reporting. API was 
formed in 1919 as a standards-setting organization and has developed more than 700 standards to enhance 
operational and environmental safety, efficiency, and sustainability. 

 
I have asked Shawn Rusterholz, API’s Manager of Government Affairs, to follow-up with your office on this 
request. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to reach out to him with questions at 908-839-5070 or 
rusterholzs@api.org. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Best,  

 
 
Enclosure 



API President and CEO 
Mike Sommers is the 15th President and CEO of the American Petroleum 
Institute (API), the largest national trade association representing all 
aspects of America's natural gas and oil industry. 
  
Since his appointment in July 2018, Sommers has overseen the strategic 
realignment of API’s priorities and advocacy efforts, introducing an 
integrated organizational structure and core API Principles. Among other 
initiatives, he has led the adoption of the industry’s solutions-oriented 
position on climate change, the development of an industrywide 
narrative to broaden the sector’s base of support, and the increased 
utilization and visibility of API standards and safety programs. 

  
Previously, Sommers headed the American Investment Council, representing the nation's 
leading private equity and growth capital firms and other business partners. 
  
Throughout his career, Sommers has held critical leadership roles in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and at the White House, including as Chief of Staff for Speaker of the House 
John A. Boehner and Special Assistant to President George W. Bush at the National Economic 
Council. 
  
Sommers was instrumental in crafting landmark legislation, including leading efforts to pass the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program through Congress, brokering a resolution between the 
Administration and Congress ahead of the fiscal cliff in 2013, and working to pass the Bipartisan 
Budget Agreement of 2015 and trade promotion authority in 2015. 
  
Sommers is a native of Naperville, Ill., and a graduate of Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.  He is 
married to Jill Sommers, a former Commissioner at the Commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(CFTC). They have three children and live in Alexandria, Virginia. 
 

 



From: Reed, Truman
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Conru, Paula; Rezaeerod, Paniz
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request
Date: Thursday, April 15, 2021 1:43:54 PM
Attachments: AK PLO PDF.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hi Cristina,
Would it possible to schedule a call with Congressman Young and Secretary Haaland? He would like
to discuss the amended opening order that was announced today (attached). Thank you for your
time and consideration of this request. I’ve looped in our scheduler Paula to help coordinate.
Truman Reed
Legislative Assistant
Congressman Don Young









From: Jetara Séhart
To: Callaghan, Molly J; Interior, Schedul ng
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request for Honorable Secretary Haaland re: Wildfire-Wild Equine-Global Warming Protection Regenerative Land Management Stud es
Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021 1:53:28 PM
Attachments: smaller sharp LWH logo 2020.png

OS Meeting Request Form.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Secretary Haaland and Staff Members,

Good day to you, attached, please find our completed meeting request form and for Secretary Haaland’s and your understanding:

Love Wild Horses and our supporters have been protecting and preserving America’s wild horses and their land and water’s wellness since 2010

We would love to meet with Secretary Haaland as soon as possible to discuss implementing a Wildfire and Wild Equine Protection strategy – studying the impacts and effects of wild horse grazing
with respect to wildfire vulnerability on the open Federal lands of Northern California and Northern Nevada  The studies will create green jobs, provide tax-payer savings, and offer multi-
dimensional land restoration practices for the future for our land, water, wild horses, and people
We are presently seeking additional private, tribal, and land trust lands to implement equine rewilding wildfire prevention and restoration strategies, using wildland grazing as a fuels-thinning and
carbon sequestration practice  The horses we are proposing to enlist in these efforts are the 65,000+ wild horses in holding facilities on BLM land and are currently at risk of being slaughtered under
the current BLM strategy for wild horse management
We are receiving positive responses to this vision and have just evaluated private land in Fairfax, California, where our nonprofit is based  We would love to meet with you and your staff to discuss
our vision and best protect our land, water, and wild horses, at your earliest convenience

We look forward to hearing from you and working with you in the days ahead

On this special Earth Day of new hope with Secretary Haaland assigned as the Secretary of the Department of Interior, we wish you and her a Happy Earth Day and a wonderful year unfolding

Thank you for your time and consideration from all the wild horses and us,

Jetara Séhart, President, Love Wild Horses!® a grassroots 501c3 California based Nonprofit

lovewildhorses org
Phone~ 833-2ReWild

183 San Geronimo Valley Rd  #495, Woodacre, Ca  94973



Here are a few links for your understanding:

https://lovewildhorses org/f/looking-to-re-wilding-to-lessen-wildfire-danger

One of our projects this past Summer~ saving and reuniting a herd of wild horses and reuniting a Native American woman with her own indigenous horses, practices and helping to empower~ 
healing the land and people with horses  https://denver cbslocal com/2020/06/22/wild-horses-northern-colorado-red-feather-lakes/

"Yes world, there were horses in Native culture before the settlers came!" ~As seen in Indian Country Today"
https://www facebook com/lovewildhorses org/photos/a 148907945136649/4230300140330722
On Mar 19, 2021, at 4:10 PM, Callaghan, Molly J <molly callaghan@ios doi gov> wrote:

Hello,
Thank you for contacting Secretary Deb Haaland  Please complete and return the attached meeting request form  As soon as we receive the completed form, we will be able to process your request
accordingly
We look forward to being in touch
Best,
Molly Callaghan
Advance Representative
U S  Department of the Interior
C: 202-538-2171
Email: molly callaghan@ios doi gov
<OS Meeting Request Form docx>



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting 
individual/organization: Please 
identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background 
information on the affiliated 
organization(s). 
 

Love Wild Horses® President, Jetara Séhart, Public Relations 
and Nevada Field Manager, Jeanne Bencich-Nations, Board of 
Directors, supporting parties Evelyn Arce of the Native 
Conservancy Land Trust, Lee Plentywolf & the Lakota 
Plentywolf Singers, Zoe Wild of One Light Global, and Singers 
and founding members of America Dewey Bunnell and his wife 
Penny 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of 
contact is the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Jetara Séhart 
Email:heartofsky@lovewildhorses.org 
Phone: 833-2ReWild 

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: Same 
Email: 
Phone: 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options 
and identify any time sensitivity that 
impacts the date of the meeting; such 
as court-ordered or statutory deadline 
 

This is a time sensitive request to meet with Honorable 
Secretary Haaland, and at her earliest convenience-For the wild 
horses to survive and our land’s wildfire protection and recovery 
to happen in Spring or at the latest by early Summer. 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual to honor the pandemic challenges  

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expecting 
meeting participants registered 
lobbyists or lobbying organizations, 
and/or registered under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Jetara Séhart, President 
• Jeanne Bencich-Nations, Public Relations and 

Nevada Field manager 
• Evelyn Arce, Vice President, Native Conservancy 

Land Trust 
• Michael Stocker, President & Founder Ocean 

Conservation Research 
• Colleen Shaw, Attorney at Law 
• Lee PlentyWolf, Nama winning ~Lakota Prayer 

drummer & singer 
• Dewey and his wife Penny Bunnell, of the band 

America 
Organization Affiliation: Founder, Administrative, Sacred 
Land Protector, Facilitator, Directors and Supporters  



 
 

 

Describe the proposed meeting 
topic/ agenda, action sought from 
the Office of the Secretary, and 
identify desired outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your 
request. 

To address the need of Western land and communities -for 
wildfire abatement protection, soil regeneration, charcoal 
sequestering- global warming preventing, and with and for wild 
equine protection rewilding study enactment, to begin in 
Northern, California. 

If the Secretary is not able to 
attend, is a surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

No, we want and hope to please meet with Secretary Haaland. 

Any additional notes or 
information? 
 

Please see attached information, Thank You!  



From: Viola Milne-Zackios
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: "lawrence roberts@ios.doi.gov"; Van Der Heide Escobar, Jennifer; "ddesiderio@akingump.com"; "Green, Karen

Goldmeier"
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request for Secretary Haaland
Date: Tuesday, April 27, 2021 6:13:55 PM
Attachments: DOI OS Meeting Request Form Final.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hello.
Please find attached a Meeting Information Request Form from H.E. Gerald Zackios, Ambassador of
the Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI), to meet with The Honorable Secretary Haaland.
As the attachment explains, The U.S. – through Interior - administered the RMI as trustee for the
United Nations after WWII. Today, the US-RMI relationship is governed by our Compact of Free
Association, which will expire in 2023.
The Interior Department directly administers U.S. financial assistance to the RMI under the Compact
and is responsible for coordinating programs of other Federal agencies in the islands.
Ambassador Zackios would greatly appreciate the opportunity to meet with Secretary Haaland to
discuss unique US-RMI relationship and the status of Compact renegotiations.
We very much appreciate your consideration of our request and thank you again for your kind
assistance.
Sincerely,
Viola
Viola M. Zackios
Minister-Counselor
Economic & Trade Affairs
Embassy of the Republic of the Marshall Islands
2433 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20008
202.234.5414/202.232.3236 FAX
vmzackios@rmiembassyus.org



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting 
individual/organization: 
Please identify the 
person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the 
meeting, including any 
background information 
on the affiliated 
organization(s). 
 

H.E. Gerald Zackios, Ambassador of the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands (RMI). 
 
The RMI is one of three nations in free association with the United 
States that give the U.S. military control in a geopolitically significant 
section of the Pacific from Hawaii to Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands.   
 
The US-RMI relationship is governed primarily by a Compact of Free 
Association. Elements of the Compact will expire in 2023.  
 
The Trump Administration launched an unsuccessful effort to 
renegotiate the Compact in which the Department of Interior played a 
leading role, along with State.  Secretary of State Blinken has indicated 
that the Biden Administration will prioritize Compact renewal; China’s 
influence in the region has been cited as a motivating factor. 
   
The Interior Department directly administers substantial U.S. financial 
assistance to the RMI under the Compact and, by law, is responsible for 
coordinating programs of other Federal agencies in the islands. A 
number of financial commitments under the Compact remain 
unfulfilled -- including one by Interior. 
 
The other two nations that have signed Compacts of Free Association 
with the U.S are the Republic of Palau and the Federated States of 
Micronesia (FSM).  Palau, FSM and RMI are collectively known as the 
Freely Associated States (FAS). 
 
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and 
day of contact is the same 
or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Viola Zackios 
Email:vmzackios@rmiembassyus.org 
Phone:  

Day of Contact: 
 
Name:  Viola Zackios 
Email:  
vmzackios@rmiembassyus.org 
Phone:  

Proposed meeting date 
and/or date range: 
Please list all meeting 
date options and identify 

The Ambassador is available any time at the Secretary’s convenience. 

(b) (6)
(b) (6)



 
 

any time sensitivity that 
impacts the date of the 
meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory 
deadline 
Proposed meeting 
location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual OR in person, Washington DC (Ambassador and staff have 
been vaccinated.)  

Expected meeting 
participants: 
Please identify if any 
expecting meeting 
participants registered 
lobbyists or lobbying 
organizations, and/or 
registered under the 
Foreign Agents 
Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• H.E. Gerald Zackios, Ambassador of the Marshall Islands  
• Viola Zackios, Minister Counselor for Economic and Trade 
• Denise Desiderio, Senior Policy Advisor, Akin Gump Strauss 

Hauer and Feld (registered as a lobbyist and under FARA) 
• Karen Green, Senior Counsel, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer and 

Feld   (registered as a lobbyist and under FARA) 
• Jeffrey Farrow, Consultant, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer and Feld 

(registered as a lobbyist and under FARA) 
 

Organization Affiliation:  Embassy of the Marshall Islands 
Describe the proposed 
meeting topic/ agenda, 
action sought from the 
Office of the Secretary, 
and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available 
briefing and supplemental 
materials with your 
request. 

 
Topic/Agenda:  RMI Ambassador Gerald Zackios, who is a former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, would like to meet with the 
Secretary to discuss foundational components of the RMI-US Compact 
renegotiation, which was launched by the Trump Administration in 
2019. 
  
Key elements of the RMI-US Compact of Free Association will expire 
in 2023.   The Department of Interior (DoI) has a lead role because it 
provides much of the assistance to the islands.  The U.S. – through 
Interior - formerly administered the RMI as trustee for the United 
Nations after WWII. DoI, by statute, also coordinates the assistance 
provided by other agencies. The lead Trump negotiator at Interior was a 
political appointee (Asst. Sec. of Insular Affairs); the Trump negotiator 
at State was – and remains - a recently retired U.S. ambassador to the 
RMI. DoI has not yet named its permanent lead negotiator for the 2023 
renegotiation.  
  
Action sought from the Office of the Secretary/Identification of 
desired outcome(s):  The Embassy would like to continue 
Compact renegotiations with a senior level political team from the 
Biden Administration, which has yet to be determined. One desired 
outcome of the meeting is bringing attention to the importance of 
DoI direct involvement in establishing the new U.S. negotiation 
team. 
 
For the Compact renegotiation, the Embassy seeks leadership from 
the Interior Department, a strong White House role, and meaningful 
interagency coordination reflecting the wide range of Compact 
issues involving a multitude of federal departments/agencies. The 



 
 

structure could be somewhat similar to that of the White House 
Council on Native American Affairs’ interagency Principals-level 
counsel, with both a clear power center and leaders across the 
federal government with decision-making power.  
 
Second, the Biden Administration needs to determine the source of 
U.S. funding to pay for the cost of the Compact. Although Compact 
renegotiations have begun, negotiators have not yet established a source 
of funding for the renewed agreement.  In recognition of this 
uncertainly and possible implications, the Financial Services and 
General Government Appropriations Subcommittee included the 
following report language in federal FY21 appropriations law:  

Free Association Compacts: The Committee is encouraged that 
the Administration is seeking to extend the free association 
compacts with the Marshall Islands, Micronesia, and Palau, 
retaining U.S. strategic control of an expanse of the Pacific 
Ocean larger than the 48 contiguous states. The Committee is 
concerned, however, that OMB has not yet identified a source of 
funding for the assistance, programs, services, and trust funds. 
Not identifying a funding source acceptable to Congress for the 
last extension with Palau forced the Committee to take the 
needed funds from other purposes for years after that agreement 
was signed. The Committee directs OMB to propose a 
Congressionally acceptable funding source within 60 days of 
enactment of this Act. (See Page 38) 

 
For DoI’s interests as well as the RMI’s, the need to meet is urgent. 
 
Additional Background 
 
The FAS give the U.S. control over an expanse of the Pacific as large as 
the 48 contiguous States and DC and that includes shipping lanes China 
covets. The RMI covers nearly 25% of this area. It is also home to a 
military facility on Kwajalein Atoll that the Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
termed “the world’s premiere range for intercontinental ballistic missile 
testing and space operations support.” China is aggressively acting to 
sway the allegiance of the FAS through what former U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Commander Philip Davidson testified is “the pernicious use” of 
Beijing’s “economic leverage.” 
 
The Compact was rightfully and timely given high-profile — but 
inadequate  — planning and attention by the Trump Administration, 
which initiated what it said would be negotiations to extend provisions 
of the association, beginning with a meeting of then-RMI President 
Hilda Heine and President Trump in the Oval Office in 2019.  
  
After Secretary of State Pompeo initiated the negotiation effort, there 
was no further political level attention from State. The Interior 
Department’s Office of Insular Affairs (OIA) generally — but not 



 
 

always — ultimately deferred to the State career staff.  
  
The RMI has been clear that there will be no agreement if the Trump 
Administration’s approach and proposals are continued.  
  
That Trump Administration began Compact renegotiations by asking 
the RMI public what it wanted.  It then ignored those issues and others 
that the Government of the RMI said must be addressed if there is to be 
an agreement. 
  
The RMI Government has two unfulfilled U.S. free association 
Compact items that should be resolved as a preliminary matter to build 
trust before negotiations recommence in earnest: (1) funding under the 
RMI Supplemental Education Grant, a block grant created in 2003 
under the Education Department’s jurisdiction but that relies on DoI 
guidance and direction, and (2) for the Interior Department to request 
from Congress $10 million in FY22 for unilateral changes that the U.S. 
made to tax and trade incentives in the Compact of Free Association in 
1986 after it was signed by President Reagan’s Representative and 
approved by the people of the islands in a  plebiscite.  
 
[The original amount of the tax/trade provision was $20 million, as 
recognized by the U.S. in 2010.  RMI lobbying resulted in 
appropriations of $5 million in FYs 20 and ’21. Late last year, OIA 
wrote Congress that the additional $10 million was due but did not 
request it. Another year’s delay of $5 million of the $10 million 
remaining will damage trust, impact trust fund savings, and hinder the 
U.S.-sought negotiations to extend the association.]  
 
The delays in payment have also contributed to the inadequacy of a 
Trust Fund that 2003 Amendments to the Compact anticipated would 
replace annual Interior Department assistance after FY23. (Sources:  
GAO, the USA Graduate School in a study for OIA, and the Asian 
Development Bank)  
  
Lead U.S. negotiators wrote last May that they wanted to reach 
agreement on a number of U.S. programs and services by July but never 
made a proposal. Last October, they wrote that they were finally ready 
— but still had not finished drafting a proposal by the end of the Trump 
Administration. Trump negotiators were also unable to reach agreement 
with agencies such as the Postal Service and FEMA - critical programs 
in the US-RMI association coordinated under the leadership of DoI. 
  
In January, the Trump negotiators made a financial assistance proposal. 
The RMI rejected the offer for several reasons, including but not 
limited to the following factors: (1) the proposal would reduce total 
assistance, (2) financial aid under the Compact would be discretionary 
rather than on a guaranteed basis, (3) it did not address the U.S. nuclear 
legacy (equivalent to the U.S. detonating 1.6 Hiroshima bombs on the 
islands every day for the 12 year period of testing, 1946-1958), (4) it 



 
 

 

did not propose a resolution to Runit Dome, a U.S. built storage facility 
containing nuclear waste from Nevada as well the RMI, which is 
leaking due to climate change sea level rise and located near a 
populated area, and (5) it did not respond to the needs of the people 
who work at and live near the U.S. military base on Kwajalein Atoll. 
 
For DoI’s interests as well as the RMI’s the need to meet and begin 
discussions for a renewed Compact is urgent.  
 

If the Secretary is not 
able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

Ambassador Zackios would like to speak with Secretary Haaland. 

Any additional notes or 
information? 
 

 



From: Steve Holmer
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request from ABC President Mike Parr
Date: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 10:38:51 AM
Attachments: OS Meeting Request Form ABC.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Friends:
Attached please find a meeting request from American Bird Conservancy.
Our President Mike Parr would love to meet and congratulate Secretary Haaland.
We have a long partnership with the Fish and Wildlife Service on migratory bird conservation.
We would like to include some of our relevant staff working on the issue to answer any questions
from the Secretary.
Thank you for considering this request.
Sincerely,
Steve Holmer
Vice President of Policy
American Bird Conservancy
4301 Connecticut Ave. NW #451
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-744-6459
sholmer@abcbirds.org
Connect with American Bird Conservancy
abcbirds.org | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook | Bird Conservation Alliance | ABC Videos



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

American Bird Conservancy 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Steve Holmer 
Email: 
sholmer@abcbirds.org 
Phone: 202 744 6459 

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expecting meeting 
participants registered lobbyists or 
lobbying organizations, and/or registered 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Mike Parr, President 
• Steve Holmer, Vice President of Policy 
• EJ Williams, Vice President of Southeast 

Region 
• Aimee Roberson, Director of Southwest Region 
• Andres Anchondo, Wintering Grounds 

Coordinator 
• Jennifer Cipolletti, Director of Conservation 

Advocacy 
 

Organization Affiliation: American Bird Conservancy 
Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 

We wish to welcome Secretary Haaland, celebrate our 
partnership to conserve birds, and discuss new 
opportunities to work together. We believe bird 
conservation has great potential to be a successful 



 
 

 

Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

Department initiative. We also seek to continue the 
successful recovery of many listed bird species. 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

 



From: Steve Holmer
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request from American Bird Conservancy
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 10:18:13 AM
Attachments: Secretary Haaland Welcome.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Friends:
Attached is a letter sent to Secretary Haaland from our President Mike Parr.
We are very interested in meeting with the Secretary at her convenience to discuss our partnership
and bird conservation opportunities now before us.
Thank you very much for considering this meeting request.
Sincerely,
Steve Holmer
Vice President of Policy
American Bird Conservancy
4301 Connecticut Ave. NW #451
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-744-6459
sholmer@abcbirds.org
Connect with American Bird Conservancy
abcbirds.org | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook | Bird Conservation Alliance | ABC Videos



 
 
April 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Deb Haaland 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
Congratulations on your historic confirmation as Secretary of the Interior. We celebrate your 
leadership in this role and the fact that the care of public lands, wildlife, resources, and tribal 
relationships are in Native hands for the first time in our nation’s history. We are very interested in 
meeting with you to discuss bird conservation opportunities. 
 
American Bird Conservancy works to conserve birds and their habitats throughout the Americas. We 
closely work in partnership with land and water stewards across the country, focusing on ecosystem 
conservation. We are strong partners of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, 
USGS Climate Adaptation Centers, and Bureaus of Land and Ocean Energy Management in their 
efforts to conserve migratory birds and endangered species, and look forward to working with you 
and your team.  
 
We would like to propose that bird conservation, which touches many aspects of Department activity, 
has great potential to be a successful Biden Administration conservation initiative. We stand ready to 
assist with our expertise and recommendations to make such an urgently needed effort a success. 
 
To help begin to reverse bird declines and the loss of 3 billion birds since 1970, American Bird 
Conservancy has teamed up with National Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology to develop 
a Bring Birds Back package, as well as recommendations for advancing the administration’s 30 x 30 
Initiative. These include major funding increases for effective programs such as the Migratory Bird 
Joint Ventures and invasive species control, combined with new policies to protect migratory birds 
and key habitats, and to mitigate development impacts.  
 
We stand ready to assist you and Department of the Interior staff as bird conservation opportunities 
and the 30 x 30 Initiative are considered. I would be interested in meeting to thank the Department 
for our continuing partnership, and to discuss these bird conservation opportunities in greater detail.  
Please contact me at mparr@abcbirds.org or call my direct line 202-888-7486 to respond to this 
meeting request. 
 
Sincerely, 



 

Mike Parr 
President   
American Bird Conservancy 

 

 



From: Keisha Sedlacek
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting request from Humane Society Legislative Fund
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 12:21:36 PM
Attachments: image001.png

HSLF Secretary Haaland Meeting Request 3.30.21.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

To Whom It May Concern:
Please find attached a meeting request letter from the Humane Society Legislative Fund to Secretary
Haaland. We look forward to meeting with her and discussing our priority issues.
Best,
Keisha
Keisha Sedlacek
Director of Regulatory Affairs, Federal Affairs
ksedlacek@hslf.org
P 202-955-3661 C 240-753-2395
hslf.org

To support our work, please make a monthly donation or take action.

  



 
March 30, 2021 

The Honorable Debra Haaland    
Secretary 
Department of Interior 
Debra.Haaland@doi.gov 

Sent via email  

Re: Meeting Request  

Dear Secretary Haaland: 

We congratulate you on your confirmation and look forward to working with you again in this 
critical capacity. On behalf of the Humane Society Legislative Fund (HSLF), an affiliate of the 
Humane Society of the United States, which works to pass animal protection laws at the state and 
federal levels and to educate the public about animal protection issues, we are writing to request a 
meeting to discuss some of the most pressing issues currently facing the Department of the Interior 
(DOI). We are grateful for the actions you took while in U.S. House of Representatives to help 
animals, such as pushing the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to create a transparent and science-
based permit system for the import of trophies of imperiled animal species through the CECIL 
Act, urging the Bureau of Land Management to increase the use of fertility control to manage wild 
horses and burros, and your tireless work to keep federal protections for vulnerable species like 
the grizzly bear and the gray wolf. We look forward to your continued leadership and support on 
our top priority issues to advance protections for animals which include: 

FWS Trophy Hunting – halt trophy imports and reevaluate the permitting program 

The U.S. is by far the largest importer of hunted animal trophies in the world, including of federally 
protected species, comprising 44% of the global trophy imports between 2014 and 2018. In 2017 
and 2018, to the detriment of imperiled species populations, DOI lifted existing bans put in place 
under the Obama Administration on the import of elephant and lion trophies from certain African 
countries. Without soliciting independent scientific input and allowing for public notice of 
assessments and trophy import decisions, it is not possible to ensure that American trophy hunters 
are not contributing to unsustainable and corrupt wildlife management practices abroad. We urge 
DOI to halt the import of trophies of ESA-listed species until a transparent permitting 
scheme can be established that demonstrably benefits the survival of the species, is 
biologically sustainable, and is not contributing to corruption or undermining the rule of law 
in range countries. 

FWS Gray Wolf Conservation- evaluate the scientific integrity behind the delisting rule 

We appreciate the steps the Biden Administration has already taken to ensure that evidence-based 
policy making, and scientific integrity are driving regulatory decisions. With those priorities in 



 
mind, we urge the Department of Interior to hard look at the scientific integrity of the 2020 rule 
delisting gray wolves from the Endangered Species Act.1 The FWS failed to consider scientific 
evidence that shows wolves remain threatened and prematurely abandoned the prospect of 
recovery in areas like the West Coast and Southern Rockies where these animals have only just 
begun to reestablish a foothold. This is evidenced in part by multiple peer reviews commissioned 
by the FWS which concluded that the agency did not use the best available science when evaluating 
the status of the species, faulting the agency for the “lack of detail and rigor” and “extreme 
oversimplification” in its treatment of key biological issues and failure to “provide coherent factual 
support or logical explanation for [its] conclusions.”2 Additionally, FWS ignored the inadequacy 
of existing state regulatory mechanisms to protect wolves post-delisting. Many state plans and 
regulations rely on woefully outdated science to justify severe efforts to reduce the wolf population 
down to discredited targets. Following the rule going into effect, Wisconsin held a wolf season 
during which trophy hunters and trappers killed 216 wolves in less than three days—82% above 
the quota of 119 wolves set by the state. Wisconsin’s actions make clear that state management 
puts wolves in peril, and federal protections are still needed to ensure their conservation and 
recovery. We urge DOI to review the gray wolf delisting decision as it does not comply with 
these priorities.   

BLM Wild Horses and Burros – create a sustainable program using fertility control 
vaccines to manage wild horses and burros on federal lands 

As of March 1, 2020, the BLM estimated it had 95,114 wild horses and burros on the range and 
as of August 1, 2020, 47,845 wild horses and burros off range in its care. It is time to revamp the 
program by creating a comprehensive, non-lethal and humane management regime based on four 
key elements: (1) comprehensive large-scale application of proven, safe and humane fertility 
control strategies to help stabilize wild horse and burro populations on the range and to slow 
population growth; (2) targeted humanely-managed gathers of horses and burros in densely 
populated areas that cannot sustain large numbers of animals, to protect horses and burros from 
forage and water shortages, lower populations, and facilitate non-lethal fertility control and 
population control efforts; (3) relocate horses and burros in short-term holding facilities, and 
those taken off the range, to large cost-effective, humane pasture facilities that provide a free-
roaming environment for wild horses and burros; and (4) promoting the adoption of wild horses 
and burros into good homes to improve the lives of currently warehoused horses and burros, 
reduce the total cost of the program, and redirect funds to long-term strategies for the care and 
sustainability of horse and burro populations. The most significant change to the program 
requires that the agency implement a comprehensive large-scale application of proven, safe and 
humane fertility control vaccines because to date, the BLM has failed to do so on a scale that 
comes close to having a true impact on population growth. We urge DOI to immediately begin 

 
1 85 Fed. Reg. 69,778 (Nov. 3, 2020).  
2 Summary Report of Independent Peer Reviews for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Gray Wolf Delisting 
Review, Appendix C, Reviewer 2—Dr. Charles (Carlos) Carroll at 5–7 (May 2019), available at 
https://downloads.regulations.gov/FWS-HQ-ES-2018-0097-85012/content.pdf. 



 
on-the-ground implementation of this strategy starting with a commitment to use fertility 
control vaccines on any mare returned to the range. 

HSLF is committed to these issues and would appreciate the opportunity to discuss them with you. 
You may contact Keisha Sedlacek, Director of Regulatory Affairs, at 240-753-2395 or 
ksedlacek@hslf.org to arrange a meeting at your earliest convenience. We look forward to working 
with you and the entire Biden Administration on these priority issues to advance animal welfare.  

Sincerely,  

 
Sara Amundson 
President 
 

 



From: Steve Holmer
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: EXSEC, EXSEC; OS, Office of the Secretary; Kelly, Katherine P
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request to Discuss 30 by 30 Conservation Initiative
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 10:34:29 AM
Attachments: 30 by 30 and Advancing Bird Conservation.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Friends:
American Bird Conservancy, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and National Audubon Society are interested
in meeting with Secretary Haaland to discuss 30 by 30.
Attached is a letter from our coalition thanking the administration for this historic undertaking and
offering our initial recommendations.
Thank you for considering this meeting request.
I can be contacted at 202 744 6459 or sholmer@abcbirds.org.
Sincerely,
Steve Holmer
Vice President of Policy
American Bird Conservancy
4301 Connecticut Ave. NW #451
Washington, D.C. 20008
202-744-6459
sholmer@abcbirds.org
Connect with American Bird Conservancy
abcbirds.org | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook | Bird Conservation Alliance | ABC Videos



April 26, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Deb Haaland 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
On behalf of American Bird Conservancy, National Audubon Society, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 
and our millions of members and citizen scientists, our conservation groups write today to thank the 
Biden Administration for its historic commitment to conserve 30 percent of U.S. lands and waters by 
2030. We also offer our recommendations and assistance in this endeavor, which will greatly benefit 
birds, the global climate, and the people of the United States. 
 
Birds are important for our environment and to our people, yet many bird populations are declining. 
A study published in 2019 documented the loss of nearly three billion birds from North America over 
the last fifty years, and an Audubon report documented that two-thirds of our bird species are 
vulnerable to climate change. These reports drew unparalleled media attention to the biodiversity 
crisis and are spurring action to help bird populations rebound.  
 
The benefits of conserving birds extend beyond the environment because birds have strong public 
appeal and are enjoyed by millions of Americans at home, in local natural areas, and on public lands. 
As the number of birdwatchers continues to grow, so too do the associated expenditures for travel 
and birdwatching equipment, which generate billions of dollars for the economy each year.  
 
Perhaps most importantly, a healthy environment is also necessary for people – this includes clean 
water, clean air, biodiversity, and access to nature-based recreation – and we prioritize conservation 
that advances opportunities for equitable access to the benefits of nature. 
 
For all of these reasons, we believe that the conservation of birds and their habitats can make an 
important contribution to the President’s historic 30x30 initiative. We are currently working on 
science and map-based efforts that could inform conversations on priorities for conservation under 
30x30 along with other stakeholder inputs. 
 
We emphasize that decisions on conserving lands and waters require engagement, input, and 
stewardship from local, State, Tribal and regional constituents, governments, and agencies. In 
support, each of our organizations are currently engaging with partners including Tribes, BIPOC-led 
organizations, landowner groups, and others in order to develop our own informed, equitable vision 
for 30x30. 
 
 
 
 
 



Today, we offer some general principles and considerations that can help lead to a successful 
outcome for the Executive Order on Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad and the 30x30 
initiative: 
 

 Priority areas for bird conservation leverage other conservation investments and deliver a 
broad array of social and environmental benefits, including fish and wildlife habitats, 
recreation areas, and ecosystem services.   

 Qualifying land- and seascapes and restoration areas should be identified as part of a science-
based, inclusive stakeholder process.   

 Meaningful, authentic and inclusive engagement should be at the foundation of the process 
for decision-making about 30x30. In particular, the rights of Indigenous governments and 
communities to make decisions about the future of their traditional territories should be 
given priority and the principles of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent as related to Indigenous 
governments and communities should be adopted and followed in all interactions. 

 The efforts of local communities, Indigenous governments, states, and private landowners to 
conserve natural places and resources should be fully considered and included in the 
initiative. 

 The 30x30 effort is an opportunity to advance the goal of providing the benefits of nature to 
all people and increasing appropriate access and use of parks, open space, and wilderness 
areas. Access to nature for historically underserved communities and expansion of urban 
conservation areas are important considerations. 

 A rapid, multifaceted approach to reduce greenhouse gas emissions is needed to protect 
birds from the impacts of climate change. Conserving 30 percent of lands by 2030 would help 
in that it could include protecting valuable carbon sinks and stocks, such as the Temperate 
Rainforests of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska (e.g., Tongass and Chugach National Forests), 
which are critical to addressing the climate crisis. We must prioritize the conservation of areas 
projected to maintain biodiversity under climate change to ensure the resilience of birds and 
other wildlife. 

 Private working farm, ranch and forest lands have the potential to support biodiversity and 
landscape resilience as well as provide natural climate solutions. Whether within or beyond 
the 30x30 framework, voluntary incentives and programs to support the conservation and 
sound management of working lands are important. 

 Bird habitats of federally listed species and species in decline should be considered, 
particularly where existing efforts offer a model for collaborative, landscape-scale 
conservation. These include Arid Lands, Priority Sagebrush Habitat, Grasslands, Western and 
Boreal Forests, the Coastal Plain in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and at Teshekpuk Lake, 
and stopover shorebird habitats, such as barrier islands, estuaries, saline lakes, and other 
wetlands.   

 New conservation opportunities should be explored where supported by community 
priorities, such as expansion of National Wildlife Refuges (including near urban centers), 
extensive reforestation in the Mississippi Delta region, protecting and restoring large 
watersheds like the Delaware River Watershed and those of the Great Lakes, boosting coastal 
resiliency programs to protect salt marsh habitat for the threatened Black Rail and the 
rapidly-declining Saltmarsh Sparrow.    

 Important ecological areas in the marine environment should be considered along with a 
variety of precautionary conservation measures ranging from ecosystem management of 
fisheries to designation of protected areas.  



 
In conclusion, we believe the historic 30x30 initiative can help to bring back birds and resolve long-
standing land- and marine-use challenges and inequities in conservation, while providing multiple 
benefits to the American people. We are eager to offer our assistance, expertise, and data assets in 
support of the President’s 30x30 initiative. 
 
We look forward to working with you and Department of the Interior staff on this and other 
conservation opportunities. Please let us know how best we can engage with you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
American Bird Conservancy 
 
 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
 
 
National Audubon Society 
 
 
 
CC:  Kate Kelly, Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy  

Natalie Landreth, Deputy Solicitor for Land Resources  
Laura Daniel Davis, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Land and Minerals Management  
Shannon Estenoz, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
Martha Williams, Principal Deputy Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Nada Culver, Acting Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Brenda Mallory, Chair, White House Council on Environmental Quality 
Matthew Lee-Ashley, Acting Chief of Staff, White House Council on Environmental Quality 

 

 
 



From: Nicole Whittington-Evans
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request with Interior Secretary Haaland
Date: Thursday, April 22, 2021 8:46:39 PM
Attachments: FINAL OS Izembek Coalition Meeting Request 4.22.21.docx

2104 Coalition Letter to Haaland FINAL Signed.pdf
2101 DOI Izembek Inholding Memo 01.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Scheduler –
Attached please find a meeting request for Interior Secretary Deb Haaland regarding the Izembek
National Wildlife and proposed road. Also attached as background information is a letter from a
coalition of nine conservation organizations and a Memorandum by former Interior Secretary
Bernhardt.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me should you need any additional information or if you have
any questions.
Sincerely,

Nicole Whittington-Evans
Alaska Program Director
DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE
441 West 5th Avenue, Suite 301
TEL: 907-272-0306 Defenders Alaska Facebook
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Medium
Visit https://defenders.org!
Follow Defenders of Wildlife – Alaska on Facebook



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

Nicole Whittington-Evans 
Alaska Program Director 
Defenders of Wildlife 
nwhittington-evans@defenders.org 
 
On behalf of: 
David C. Raskin, PhD 
President 
Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges 
davidc.raskin@me.com  
 
Geoffrey Haskett 
President 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
ghaskett@refugeassociation.org 
 
Andy Moderow 
State Director 
Alaska Wilderness League 
andy@alaskawild.org 
 
Natalie Dawson, PhD 
Executive Director 
Audubon Alaska 
Natalie.Dawson@audubon.org 
 
Karlin Itchoak 
Alaska State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
Karlin Itchoak@tws.org 
 
Dan Ritzman 
Director Lands, Water, Wildlife Campaign 
Sierra Club 
dan.ritzman@sierraclub.org 
 
Randi Spivak 
Public Lands Program Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
rspivak@biologicaldiversity.org  
 
 



 
 

Fran Mauer 
Alaska Chapter Representative 
Wilderness Watch 
fmauer@mosquitonet.com 
 
The organizations included in this list are non-profit, national 
or state-based conservation organizations representing millions 
of members and supporters. 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Nicole Whittington-
Evans 
Email: nwhittington-
evans@gmail.com 
Phone:  

Day of Contact: 
Same as Organizing 
Contact 
 
Name:  
Email: 
Phone: 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

We request a meeting with the Secretary as soon as she is 
available between noon to 5 pm or later Eastern time.  
Afternoons Eastern time are desired in order to 
accommodate for the four-hour time difference with 
Alaska. 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expecting meeting 
participants registered lobbyists or 
lobbying organizations, and/or registered 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) Title(s) and Organizational Affiliation: 
 
Nicole Whittington-Evans 
Alaska Program Director 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 
David C. Raskin, PhD 
President 
Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges 
 
Geoffrey Haskett 
President 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
 
Andy Moderow 
State Director 
Alaska Wilderness League 
 
Natalie Dawson, PhD 
Executive Director 
Audubon Alaska 
 
Karlin Itchoak 
Alaska State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
 
 
 

(b) (6)



 
 

 
1 Executive Order on Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate 
Crisis, January 20, 2021; https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-
order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis/  
 
 

Dan Ritzman 
Director Lands, Water, Wildlife Campaign 
Sierra Club 
 
Randi Spivak 
Public Lands Program Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Fran Mauer 
Alaska Chapter Representative 
Wilderness Watch 
 
 

Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

Meeting Topic: Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and 
proposed road 
 
Agenda: 

I. Introductions 
II. Ecological Significance of Izembek National 

Wildlife Refuge wilderness and wetlands and 
impacts from a road 

III. Context and history of the road proposal 
IV. Alternatives to the road 
V. Secretary Bernhardt’s Memorandum 
VI. Next Steps and Requests 

 
Action Sought: 

1) Include the Bernhardt Memorandum directing issuance 
of a right-of-way for a road through Izembek Refuge 
among the actions to review pursuant to the President’s 
Day One Executive Order,1  

2) Provide a new Secretarial Memorandum or Order that 
rescinds Secretary Bernhardt’s Memorandum and 
expressly removes its directive to FWS to issue any 
right-of-way permit or conduct any NEPA analysis. 

3) Review the Department’s position on the land 
exchange agreement currently under appeal. 

 
Desired Outcome: 
Izembek Refuge wilderness and wetlands remain 
protected in perpetuity. 
 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

No surrogate is desired. 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

Please see the attached letter and Secretary Bernhardt’s 
Memorandum. 
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Defenders of Wildlife    Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges 
National Wildlife Refuge Association    Alaska Wilderness League    Audubon Alaska    

The Wilderness Society    Sierra Club    Center for Biological Diversity    Wilderness Watch  
 
 
The Honorable Deb Haaland 

Secretary of the Interior 

United States Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW  

Washington, DC 20240 

 

April 16, 2021 

 

Dear Secretary Haaland: 

 

On behalf of our millions of staff, members, and supporters, we congratulate you on your historic 

new role as the Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Interior. We look forward to working with 

you throughout this administration on the biodiversity and climate crises facing our nation and the 

globe. We appreciate the Biden Administration’s focus on these challenges and its understanding of 

the role that conserving our public lands and wildlife can play in addressing them. 

 

We are writing you today regarding the internationally renowned wetlands that comprise the 

Izembek National Wildlife Refuge. For decades, the integrity of Izembek and its Wilderness have 

been threatened by repeated attempts to build a road through a narrow isthmus at the very core of 

the refuge. We ask that you reject yet another clandestine attempt that occurred in the final days of 

the previous administration. 

 

Izembek Refuge, located on the southern end of the Alaska Peninsula, encompasses a globally 

significant wetlands complex that sustains an extraordinary level of biodiversity. The refuge provides 

important subsistence resources for Alaska Natives and vital habitat for terrestrial and marine 

species, including virtually the entire global population of Pacific black brant. It contains some of 

the largest eelgrass beds in the world, which are important for maintaining healthy ecosystems, 

sustaining biodiversity and mitigating climate impacts.1 Izembek’s wetlands complex was the first 

area in the United States to be recognized as a Wetland of International Importance under the 

Ramsar Convention.  Nearly all of the Izembek Refuge is congressionally designated Wilderness. 

 

 
1 https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/seagrass-forests-counteract-ocean-acidification/; 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2019/06/07/six-reasons-to-protect-eelgrass; 

NOAA Fisheries, “The Importance of Eelgrass,” https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/importance-

eelgrass; NOAA Fisheries, “California Eelgrass Mitigation Policy,” https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-

migration/cemp oct 2014 final.pdf (establishing a “no net loss” eelgrass policy due its many contributions 

to ecosystem functions). 
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Numerous legislative, administrative and judicial decisions have found that constructing a road 

through the refuge would be destructive and unnecessary. Two comprehensive agency analyses have 

determined that the proposed road would result in significant impacts to refuge resources,2 with the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) finding in 2013 that the proposed road would have “major 

effects” on brant and other migratory birds due to increased human access, hunting pressure and 

disturbance.3  Pacific black brant and Emperor goose populations have experienced population-level 

declines over decades due to habitat loss and stressors elsewhere. Migratory birds that rely on 

Izembek are important subsistence resources for villages across western and northern Alaska, and 

harm to them or this vital habitat from a road may also impact these subsistence users. 

 

The Izembek road proposal has been advanced under different guises over the years, including as an 

effort to boost the commercial fishing industry; for medical evacuations, with commercial use 

prohibited and in different iterations allowing commercial use; to meet community socio-economic 

desires more generally; and most recently for access to “inholdings.” Regardless, it is the same road 

proposal that would irreparably impact globally significant wetlands, wildlife and wilderness. These 

are not worth risking especially when there are other, completely viable transportation options 

available to the community of King Cove.4 

 

Of immediate concern, your predecessor Secretary Bernhardt issued a recent Memorandum 

asserting that King Cove and the state of Alaska have a statutory right to the road on the theory that 

three parcels of land in King Cove are “inholdings” pursuant to section 1110(b) of the Alaska 

National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA).5 It directed the FWS to issue a right-of-way 

permit for the road, which the state had requested, and conduct some additional NEPA review. This 

secretive, last-minute Memorandum contravenes environmental laws and prior judicial decisions and 

is inconsistent with decades of agency analyses and factual findings. For example: 

 

• It attempts to circumvent the Alaska federal district court’s decision6 that a road through 

Izembek wilderness would need to be authorized as a “transportation system” under 

provisions that provide the “exclusive authority” for such systems (ANILCA sections 1104 – 

1107) by relying on a different, inapplicable ANILCA provision.  

• The lands identified in the State’s application are not “inholdings” because they are not 

effectively surrounded by refuge lands such that overland access across Izembek is 

 
2 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, King Cove Access Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement, July, 
2003, p. 153 and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Izembek National Wildlife Refuge Land Exchange/Road 
Corridor Final Environmental Impact Statement, February 2013. The final EIS referenced and incorporated 
the analysis and findings of the draft EIS.U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, King Cove Access Project, Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, December, 2003, Executive Summary, p. FES-25. 
3 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Izembek National Wildlife Refuge Land Exchange/Road Corridor Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, p. 2-64. 
4 Army Corps of Engineers, King Cove – Cold Bay: Assessment of Non-Road Alternatives, June 18, 2015.  
The assessment indicated that a marine vessel would be 99.9% dependable. The Alaska district court also 
found that viable transportation options are available. Friends of Alaska Wildlife Refuges v. Bernhardt, 463 
F.Supp.3d 1011, 1021 (D. Alaska 2020).  
5 Memorandum from Secretary Bernhardt to Director, Fish and Wildlife Service, January 15, 2021 (attached). 
6 Friends of Alaska Wildlife Refuges v. Bernhardt, 463 F.Supp.3d 1011, 1021 (D. Alaska 2020).  
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necessary.7 No parcels in the town would meet this definition because adequate and feasible 

access already exists; the community has a boat harbor, ferry terminal, and an airport. 

• ANILCA section 1110(b) does not mention roads; it provides for a private right of access to 

specific lands for identified purposes and doesn’t contemplate a public general-purpose 

road.8 

• The State’s requested access is inconsistent with the Izembek Refuge management plan and 

the uses and purposes of the Izembek Refuge. 

• Secretary Bernhardt’s conclusions are inconsistent with decades of agency analyses and 

findings.  Nothing has changed to alter prior findings that the road would significantly 

impact refuge resources and that other adequate and feasible access exists. 

 

The Bernhardt Memorandum followed two previous backroom land exchange agreements in 2018 

and 2019 which sought to trade away lands within the Refuge and its Wilderness so that a 

corporation could build the proposed road through its newly-acquired “private lands.” These 

agreements also circumvented public processes and violated the law, but both exchanges were 

vacated by the Alaska federal district court, with the second now under appeal to the Ninth Circuit. 

We strongly urge the Department to thoroughly re-examine its position regarding the legality of that 

land exchange.  

 

As we face biodiversity, climate and extinction crises on our globe, the Izembek Refuge, with its 

extraordinary eelgrass beds and life-sustaining habitat for a multitude of wildlife species and people, 

is not a place that should be desecrated.  Instead, it should remain protected for future generations 

and continue to play its starring role in our National Wildlife Refuge System, providing rare and 

essential habitat that is critical for wildlife and for sustaining biodiversity in our country and beyond. 

 

For these and other reasons we urge you to: 

 

1) Include the Bernhardt Memorandum directing issuance of a right-of-way for a road through 
Izembek Refuge among the actions to review pursuant to the President’s Day One 
Executive Order,9  

2) Provide a new Secretarial Memorandum or Order that rescinds Secretary Bernhardt’s 
Memorandum and expressly removes its directive to FWS to issue any right-of-way permit 
or conduct any NEPA analysis. 

3) Review the Department’s position on the land exchange agreement currently under appeal. 
 

 
7 43 C.F.R. § 36.10(a)(3)(defining “effectively surrounded”). 
8 16 U.S.C. § 3170(b); Senate Report 96-413, 96th Cong., lst Sess., 1979, at p.248 (omitting roads from 
discussion of the anticipated access to private inholdings). 
9 Executive Order on Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the 
Climate Crisis, January 20, 2021; https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-
tackle-climate-crisis/  
 
 



4 
 

Thank you very much for your consideration of these requests and for your efforts to conserve our 

nation’s most vital habitats.  We look forward to working with you to protect vital ecosystems such 

as the Izembek Refuge’s globally significant wetland complex and would like to meet with you to 

discuss our Izembek Refuge requests. Please let us know if you are available to meet with 

representatives from our organizations to do so. 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicole Whittington-Evans 

Alaska Program Director 

Defenders of Wildlife 

nwhittington-evans@defenders.org 

 

David C. Raskin, PhD 

President 

Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges 

davidc.raskin@me.com  

 

Geoffrey Haskett 

President 

National Wildlife Refuge Association 

ghaskett@refugeassociation.org 

 
Andy Moderow 
State Director 
Alaska Wilderness League 
andy@alaskawild.org 
 

Natalie Dawson, PhD 
Executive Director 
Audubon Alaska 
Natalie.Dawson@audubon.org 
 
Karlin Itchoak 
Alaska State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
Karlin Itchoak@tws.org 
 
Dan Ritzman 

Director Lands, Water, Wildlife Campaign 

Sierra Club 

dan.ritzman@sierraclub.org 

Randi Spivak 
Public Lands Program Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
rspivak@biologicaldiversity.org  
 
Fran Mauer 
Alaska Chapter Representative 
Wilderness Watch 
fmauer@mosquitonet.com 

 
 

 

 

Cc:  

Shannon Estenoz, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary – Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

Martha Williams, Principal Deputy Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

 



































From: Gary Hennigh
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request with Secretary Haaland
Date: Thursday, April 29, 2021 2:04:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Meeting Request Form[1].docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Secretary Haaland’s Scheduling Officer,
Please find our meeting request attached. The King Cove Group anxiously awaits this very important
opportunity.
Thank you.



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information 
on the affiliated organization(s). 
 

Meeting with the King Cove Group – consisting of the 
Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove, Native Village of Belkofski, 
King Cove Corporation, Aleutians East Borough & City of 
King Cove, Alaska 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact 
is the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Gary Hennigh 
Email:ghennigh@kingcoveak.org 
Phone:907-982-7505 

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: Same 
Email: 
Phone: 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

 
Week of May 10th. Mon–Wed & Fri. (anytime between 1PM 
- 5PM – EST)  
 
Week of May 17th. Tue – Fri (anytime between 1PM-5PM – 
EST) 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual for now.  
 
In-person. Later and preferably in King Cove, Alaska. 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expected meeting 
participants are:                                       
(1) registered lobbyists or lobbying 
organizations                                           
(2) individuals registered under the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act                           
(3) partisan political candidates; and/or    
(4) a representative of a partisan 
political party or group. 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Della Trumble – CEO, King Cove Corporation 

(member of Agdaagux Tribe) 
• Etta Kuzakin, President, Agdaagux Tribe of King 

Cove 
• Lynn Mack, President, Native Village of Belkofski 

Tribe 
• Henry Mack, Mayor – City of King Cove (member of 

the Agdaagux Tribe) 
• Alvin Osterback, Mayor – Aleutians East Borough 

(member of the Qagan Tribe) 
_________________ 
Listening/quiet participants. 
• Steve Silver, DC lawyer/lobbyist (registered lobbyist) 
• Gary Hennigh, City Administrator, City of King 

Cove 
 



 
 

 
 

Organizational Affiliation: As shown above 
Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office 
of the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your 
request. 

This initial meeting with Secretary Haaland will fulfill her 
commitments to Senator Lisa Murkowski and Congressman 
Don Young to meet with the King Cove Group.  
 
Our proposed agenda is to: 1) provide an informative and  
succinct discussion of a pending land exchange and 
transportation access route through a very small portion of 
the Izembeck National Wildlife Refuge; 2) explain why this 
issue is foremost about Native Americans (Aleuts) and 
environmental justice; 3) discuss plans for developing a 
dynamic and interactive government-to-government 
relationship for this topic building on the “Kevin Washburn 
model;” and 4) request Secretary direction to move forward 
with the Department’s FINDING for approving our 
ANILCA 1110 (b) application for transportation access & 
approving Special Use Permit to commence field work this 
summer in the Refuge.   
 
A white paper will be forwarded to the Secretary in the next 
few days which will provide additional information per the 
above agenda items.    

If the Secretary is not able to attend, 
is a surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

No.  We respectfully request to meet directly with the 
Secretary. 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

As noted above, a brief white paper will be sent to this office 
in the next few days.   



From: Gary Hennigh
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting Request with Secretary Haaland
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:12:10 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Invitation to Halaand 3 23 21[1].pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Secretary Haaland’s Scheduling Officer,
This is a follow-up to our request submitted on April 29, 2021.
Per the submitted Meeting Information Request Form note the following:

a. A “white paper” to follow was noted in the application. See the attached March 23, 2001
letter from the Agdaagux Tribe of King Cove. This letter is our “white paper.”

b. One additional meeting participant has been added under our category of “Listening/quiet
participants.” This participant is Anne Bailey, Administrator, Aleutians East Borough

Please feel free to contact me for any additional information, questions, etc.
Thank you.



 

March 23, 2021 

Honorable Debra Haaland            
Secretary of Interior                                                  
Department of Interior                              
1849 C St. NW – Mail Stop 7328                   
Washington, D.C, 20240 

Dear Madame Secretary: 

Congratulations on your confirmation as Secretary of the Interior!  As Aleut and  Native American tribal 
leaders, we are justly proud that you as a Native American have been appointed to administer this most 
important Cabinet position to all our Native people throughout the Nation. This is particularly the case in 
Alaska with over 230 Interior Department certified tribes, of which two are located in our home village 
of King Cove, the Agdaagux Tribe and the Native Village of Belkofski.   

King Cove is our contemporary Aleut village. Our residents’ ancestors have occupied this area, including 
the Izembek Refuge area, for over 4000 years.  These ancestors, and we modern day Aleuts, have 
hunted, fished and subsisted in this area including  the Izembek and Kinzaroff lagoons at the center of 
the Izembek Wildlife Refuge long before the Department declared this area as a refuge in 1960 with no 
consultation with our tribes and Aleut people.  This establishment occurred despite the fact that our 
people helped build the Cold Bay military base and airstrip in 1942 following the invasion of the Aleut 
islands of Attu and Atka.  Like all Native Americans, King Cove Aleuts have served proudly in the U. S. 
military for the last 80 years.  

But throughout this time our people have struggled for a lifesaving road to connect our isolated village, 
now accessible only by air and sea, to the State of Alaska-operated Cold Bay Airport.  This airport has the 
5th longest paved runway in Alaska and can operate on a 24/7 basis.   In contrast, our short gravel 
runway can only operate in daylight hours and is extremely dangerous in bad weather, which occurs 
30% or more of the time. Consequently, we have 100 days a year when no flights can land or depart 
from the King Cove airstrip.  These continuous weather conditions interrupting safe travel have resulted 
in over 135 emergency medevacs since 2013 when the Department of Interior refused to implement a 
Congressionally approved land exchange and road. 



We continue to work for social and cultural justice for our people.  With this in mind, we thank you for 
your agreement made to Senator Murkowski to meet virtually after your confirmation. So, this letter is 
our request to set up this virtual meeting as soon as possible.  We will set up the virtual meeting as soon 
as you can provide us a date and time for this meeting.  We are anxious to brief you on our needs, 
hopes, and the help we hope you can give us. 

Additionally, we are excited that you will be visiting Alaska in the near future.  We invite and ask you to 
visit King Cove so we can show our village and our world.  It is different than the Southwest but similar in 
that our village, like Laguna Pueblo, is the home to our Aleut tribes where we work to raise our children 
to live in our modern world and preserve our Aleut traditions and culture.  This visit can be a one-day 
charter trip from Anchorage, but we also invite you to spend a night in our village so we can host you in 
an Aleut potlach and share our traditional foods, mostly from the sea.  

We are also excited to show you our two hydro facilities which have been consistently producing about 
85% of our annual electric demand in our village for decades.  King Cove is truly a leader in Alaska, and 
most likely throughout all of Indian country nationwide, in converting to renewable energy and doing 
our part to help combat climate change.  The Agdaagux Tribe was very successful in working with the 
Tribal Energy Office (US Dept. of Energy) in the early 1990’s to start making this commitment to 
renewable energy. 

Our tribal members are eager to schedule these meetings and welcome you to our ancestral home! 

Sincerely, 

                                              

Etta Kuzakin, President     Della Trumble, CEO 
Agadaagux Tribe of King Cove    King Cove Corporation & 
       Agdaagux Tribe Member 
 
       (King Cove Corporation is our Alaska Native Claim  
       Settlement Act designated village corporation)   
 
 

         

                                                                                                 

    

 

 

 



From: Hallie Bissett
To: Heard, Preston S; Interior, Scheduling
Cc: Hoefler, Annie (Murkowski); Kim Reitmeier
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting request with the Honorable Secretary of the Interior
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 6:02:22 PM
Attachments: image001.png

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Greetings from Alaska!
It is my absolute honor to write to you today and request a meeting with the
very first Cabinet level Native American, let alone the one who is leading the
Department of Interior! We are all sending our congratulations and I am sure
all shared special moments of pride and joy with our own young daughters and
granddaughters about the things they can achieve in their lifetime from your
inspiring role in history. I write to you on behalf of the Alaska Native Village
Corporation Association(ANVCA), and the ANCSA Regional Association(ARA),
together representing over 140,000 Alaska Native people and their families.
Alaska Native Corporations have been badly misunderstood in the last year by
those who sought to present us as something other than what we are,
Americas oldest socially responsible organizations. We would like to request a
meeting with the Honorable Secretary of the Interior Haaland, and her staff, to
provide a briefing on the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 – nearing

its 50th anniversary of passage later this year.
Alaska Native Corporations are the largest private landowners in the entire
United States and as you may have heard before, our unique history within our
overall shared past within the United State of America means that things are
structured a little differently in Alaska. Our State has unique logistical
challenges, over 30 communities with no running water, and over 20 percent of
our State has no access to even basic broadband. Many of our Native people
are not members of any Tribe, or they no longer live in the Village or State that
would allow them to access services from their Tribe.
We humbly request a meeting of about one hour with Secretary Deb Haaland
in the near term, via zoom or another online tool, and we request that



Secretary Haaland visit Alaska as early as possible to learn first-hand how Indian
self-determination takes place in America’s largest State.
If you have the ability to schedule a meeting in the near term with ANVCA and
ARA for this important briefing please let us know what the time/date that
works best for your team, and we will schedule accordingly,
Tsin’aen (thank you) for considering our request we look forward to hearing
form you!
Hallie L. Bissett, Executive Director
Alaska Native Village Corporation Association
(907) 222-5258 office
(907) 841-7326 Cell
hbissett@anvca.biz

The content of this email is confidential and intended for the recipient specified in message only. It
is strictly forbidden to share any part of this message with any third party, without a written
consent of the sender. If you received this message by mistake, please reply to this message and
follow with its deletion, so that we can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the future.



From: Athan Manuel
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] meeting request
Date: Wednesday, April 28, 2021 9:56:38 AM
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This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

-- 
Though it probably goes without saying, I am working from home for the foreseeable future.
If I miss an email please feel free to call or text me. Thanks, and be safe!

Athan Manuel
Director, Lands Protection Program
Sierra Club
50 F St. NW, Eight Floor
Washington, DC 20001
Direct line: 202-548-4580
Fax: 202-547-6009
Cell: 202-716-0006



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

Michael Brune, Executive Director, Sierra Club 
Athan Manuel, Lands Protection Program, Sierra Club 
The Sierra Club is the largest and oldest grassroots 
environmental organization in the United States. 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
Name: Athan Manuel 
Email: 
athan.manuel@sierraclub.org 
Phone:  

Day of Contact: 
Name: S/A 
Email: 
Phone: 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

Date range: April 26-May 7 
 
Mike is California so between 12 noon and 5 pm ET 
would work best. 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Virtual 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expecting meeting 
participants registered lobbyists or 
lobbying organizations, and/or registered 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Athan Manuel, Lands Protection Program, Sierra 

Club 
Organization Affiliation: 

Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

We would like to discuss how we can help Sec. Haaland 
advance the Administration’s Build Back Better agenda, 
particularly 30x30, climate change and public lands, 
National Monuments (Bears Ears, Grand Staircase, and ew 
ones) and protecting the Arctic Refuge. 

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

 

(b) (6)







the Secretary's approval.

It was also recognized the Dawes Allotment Act was closed in 1906, and subsequently
repealed in 1935. However, the McGirt decision (2020) has reestablished Oklahoma's
"Reservations".

25 CFR 62.4(a)(1) is a CDIB appeal for thr issuance of a CDIB card. The original enrollees of
the Dawes Rolls have all deceased. All that remains are the heirs of the original enrollees.

Mrs Wilson (  was the daughter of Major Louis Leflore, the
chief of the Mississippi Choctaw. Her brother, Greenwood Leflore, signed a chief the 1830
Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek.

Louisa Clarissa Leflore Wilson (aka: "Mrs. Wilson" was listed on the 1831 Armstrong Roll
(1831 Choctaw Census/ Leflore District-Winston County, Mississippi). She was listed as an
Article 14 claimant cultivating 200 acres and eligible under the Treaty of 1830 to receive 640
acres of land.

https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/patent/default.aspx?
accession=967392&docClass=SER&sid=u0u0tdqo.mai

According to the provisions of the 1830 Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek the Choctaw could
not sell their Article 14 patents without the approval of two Indian agents and the US
President. This 1836 patent was not recorded until 1925.
Louisa Clarissa Leflore Wilson Leech died in 1872 and is buried in Winston County,
Mississippi.

Members of Oklahoma's US congressional delegation have provided all assistance possible in
an attempt to remedy this CDIB process.

Congressional members relate the problems with the US Interior Department existed in history
and the mess continues. They have specifically directed their frustration with Jeanette Hana
and her inability to understand there exists a real problem with this 1836 patent having not
being recorded until 1925.

It is apparent the BIA did not want to address this issue by its insistence to ignore a problem
that 25 CFR 62.4(a)(1) provides a statutory remedy.

All information provided can be documented.

Any additional documentation that you request will be forwarded immediately.

I deeply appreciate you! Please arrange the phone call or zoom at your convenience.

Sincerely,

(b) (6)























From: Jennifer Farley
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Miccosukee Request to meet with Secretary Haaland
Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 1:32:31 PM
Attachments: Miccosukee Request to Meet Sec.Haaland re lease.docx

ATT00001.htm

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Christina:
Thank you for providing me with these request forms. Attached please find a Meeting Information
Request Form from the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida seeking a meeting with Secretary Haaland.
Thank you,

Jennifer
202-222-5616



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) name and 
affiliation requesting the meeting, 
including any background information on 
the affiliated organization(s). 
 

Billy Cypress, Chairman of The Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida 
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact is 
the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Jennifer Farley 
Email: 
jfarley@farleygroup.net 
Phone: 202-222-5616 

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: Jennifer Farley 
Email: 
jfarley@farleygroup.net 
Phone: 202-222-5616 

Proposed meeting date and/or date 
range: 
Please list all meeting date options and 
identify any time sensitivity that impacts 
the date of the meeting; such as court-
ordered or statutory deadline 
 

 
At the Secretary’s earliest convenience. 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

 
Virtual 

Expected meeting participants: 
Please identify if any expected meeting 
participants are:                                       
(1) registered lobbyists or lobbying 
organizations                                           
(2) individuals registered under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act                           
(3) partisan political candidates; and/or    
(4) a representative of a partisan political 
party or group. 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Billy Cypress, Chairman 
• Jeanine Bennet, General Counsel, In House 
• Rob Saunooke, Attorney 
• Jennifer Farley, Lobbyist 

Organizational Affiliation: 
• Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
• Saunooke Law Firm PA 
• The Farley Group 

Describe the proposed meeting topic/ 
agenda, action sought from the Office of 
the Secretary, and identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available briefing and 
supplemental materials with your request. 

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida would like 
the opportunity to speak with Secretary Haaland regarding 
the Tribe’s pursuit of retroactive approval of its lease and 
agreement for its gaming facility.  The situation has been 
left unresolved for over 5 years (largely under the Trump 
administration), causing the tribe excessive economic 



 
 

 

harm.  It is the Tribe’s position that BIA’s failure to act in 
a timely manner mandates that the subject lease is now 
approved.  However, the Tribe also believes that under a 
Biden administration, this situation could be brought to 
closure in a more traditional manner.  The tribe seeks the 
Secretary’s action to formally approve the lease as 
opposed to the lease being approved for lack of action on 
BIA’s part.   

If the Secretary is not able to attend, is a 
surrogate desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

No.  The tribe has been asked to meet with surrogates on 
this matter time and again.  They want to meet with the 
Secretary who has the authority to take action.  

Any additional notes or information? 
 

 



From: Meredith Carr
To: Interior, Scheduling
Cc: daniel.dayton
Subject: [EXTERNAL] National WWI Memorial / meeting request
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 12:09:25 PM
Attachments: FINAL OS Meeting Request Form WWICC.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good afternoon,
Attached please find a WWI Centennial Commission request for a meeting with Sec. Haaland
re the National WWI Memorial.

Thanks so much in advance.

Meredith Carr

--
Meredith Carr
Deputy Director
World War I Centennial Commission
202-315-6016

They Deserve Their Own Memorial



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Meeting Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is meeting with 
you on a given matter and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the 
highest ethical standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to 
schedule a meeting.  
 
Be advised meetings with the Secretary are subject to availability. For meetings confirmed with the 
Secretary, the attendees list will be published in the Secretary’s Schedule of the Department of 
Interior’s website. Submitting this form acknowledges and consents to this action.   
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 

Requesting 
individual/organization: 
Please identify the person(s) 
name and affiliation 
requesting the meeting, 
including any background 
information on the affiliated 
organization(s). 
 

WWI Centennial Commission Executive Director,  
Dan Dayton 
 
Re: National WWI Memorial Sculpture Dedication Ceremony, May 2024 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and 
day of contact is the same or 
different 
 

Organizing Contact: 
 
Name: Meredith Carr 
Email: 
meredith.carr@worldwar1centennial.org 
Phone:  

Day of Contact: 
 
Name: Dan Dayton 
Email: daniel.dayton@ 
Worldwar1centennial.org 
Phone:443-968-4917 

Proposed meeting date 
and/or date range: 
Please list all meeting date 
options and identify any time 
sensitivity that impacts the 
date of the meeting; such as 
court-ordered or statutory 
deadline 
 

May / June / July 2021 
 
We will accommodate the Secretary’s schedule 

Proposed meeting location:  
Virtual OR City & State 
 

Washington, DC 

Expected meeting 
participants: 
Please identify if any 
expecting meeting 
participants registered 
lobbyists or lobbying 
organizations, and/or 
registered under the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act 
 

Name(s) and Title(s): 
• Dan Dayton, WWI Centennial Commission Executive Director 
• Meredith Carr, WWI Centennial Commission Deputy Director 

 
Organization Affiliation: 
WWI Centennial Commission / Doughboy Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the proposed The National WWI Memorial’s key feature, a 58.5-foot-long bronze 

(b) (6)



 
 

 

meeting topic/ agenda, 
action sought from the 
Office of the Secretary, and 
identify desired 
outcome(s): 
Please include available 
briefing and supplemental 
materials with your request. 

sculpture, will be completed and installed in 2024.  The WWI Centennial 
Commission will conduct a dedication ceremony in May 2024.   
 
This meeting request is to brief Sec. Haaland on the current dedication 
plans and to request a staff assignment to assist in planning and 
engagement with Head of State in France, Belgium and the UK seeking 
their participation in a Dedication event. 

If the Secretary is not able 
to attend, is a surrogate 
desired?  
If yes, anyone specific? 

Yes 

Any additional notes or 
information? 
 

 



From: derrickacrandall@gmail.com
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NPHA Letter to the Secretary of the Interior
Date: Friday, April 23, 2021 2:55:38 PM
Attachments: Letter to Secretary Haaland on COVID and the Future April 2021.pdf

03.31.21 Letter to Concessioners Offering to Lengthen Term of Contracts.pdf
Letter to NPS on COVID and the Future April 2021 Final.pdf

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

The National Park Hospitality Association’s Board of Directors sent the attached letter to Secretary
Haaland to express appreciation for the action recently taken by NPS to provide relief to
concessioners significantly impacted by COVID-19. The letter notes that the NPS action was in
response to President Biden’s directive to all federal departments to take action to restart the
nation’s economy.
NPHA also asks for a meeting, likely virtual, to share what concessioners are doing to support
Biden Administration priorities including combatting COVID-19, building sustainable economies
across the nation and especially in rural America, bringing the benefits of parks and public lands to
all Americans and attacking climate change with innovative technologies and improved operations.
And we are eager to hear the Secretary’s thoughts on how we can realize her visions and goals.
We are also enclosing, for background, the March 31 memorandum on the offer and our response
to that important action.
Are there forms that we need to complete to pursue the meeting request?
Derrick
Derrick A. Crandall, Counselor
National Park Hospitality Association
derrick@parkpartners.org
703-624-0495



www.parkpartners.org ●703-624-0495 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 21, 2021 
     
The Honorable Deb Haaland, Secretary 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
The National Park Hospitality Association (NPHA) thanks you for your leadership of the Department of 
Interior on Biden Administration priorities which will benefit our parks, park visitors and the 
communities nearby our parks. We are grateful for the relief offer that was extended to many member 
concessioners for the very serious impact of the pandemic on our operations.  NPS has been a 
thoughtful and communicative partner as we respond to COVID-19 challenges. Our goals are the same:  
ensuring safe and accessible visitor experiences for all Americans in National Parks, and we will continue 
to adjust our operations as needed to protect public health in the evolving stages of the pandemic. 

We appreciate that you and the leadership of the National Park Service (NPS) understand the roles 
concessioners play in serving park visitors and protecting parks. Our companies and their 25,000 
employees are key to millions of great experiences annually through outstanding lodging, food and 
beverages, retail sites with items ranging from groceries to Native American art and crafts, modern 
transportation services via trams, ferries and bike rentals, campground operations and appropriate 
adventure services.  And we maintain and improve vital, publicly owned infrastructure.  

The relief offered last month to concessioners seriously impacted by the pandemic is to lengthen 
contracts by up to two years.  This provides a critical lifeline for most of our members.  Thank you for 
working with us to develop this efficient and responsive option. We also appreciate the potential for 
alternative relief for those concessioners, based upon contract terms and specific COVID-19 impacts. 

NPHA’s leadership also looks forward to operational changes which will further the President’s goals, 
including improved and sustainable operations, delivering benefits from our public lands to all 
Americans and using best practices in combatting climate change.   

We request an opportunity to tell you more about how improving the concessions program can aid the 
President’s key goals and to hearing from you about how we can help achieve your priorities. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Belland 
Yankee Freedom 
 
George (Chip) Campsen, III 
Fort Sumter Tours, Inc. 
 
Gerard Gabrys 
Guest Services, Inc. 
 
Bradford Hill 
Evelyn Hill, Inc. 
 

Alex Klein 
Grand Teton Lodge Company 
 
Kris Koeberer 
Basecamp Hospitality 
 
Terry MacRae 
Hornblower Cruises & Events 
 
Carol Metzler 
Gettysburg Tours, Inc. 
 

John Schoppmann 
Forever Resorts 
 
Scott Socha 
Delaware North 
 
Andrew Todd 
Xanterra Parks and Resorts 
 
Tasha S. Wade 
Stokely Hospitality Enterprises 

 
cc:  Shannon Estenoz; Lena McDowall; Justin Unger; Shawn Benge; Michael Caldwell; Kurt Rausch; NPHA Board of Directors  
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The NPS has closely reviewed its legal authorities and proposes the following actions in 
accordance with the direction provided in the EO. 
 
Offer to Lengthen Contract Term  
 
In consideration of withdrawing your pending request for franchise fee reconsideration and 
waiving your right to any future relief, including franchise fee reconsideration, related to the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic other than the temporary deferral of franchise fee as 
separately offered by the NPS, the NPS will agree to amend eligible concession contracts to 
lengthen their terms as described next. For a contract to be eligible for this offer, operations 
under the contract must have experienced a reduction in gross receipts of 20% or more in fiscal 
year 2020 as compared to fiscal year 2019. Your authorized representative (e.g., owner, chief 
executive officer, or chief financial officer) must certify under penalty of perjury that your 
contract meets this eligibility standard. If your contract meets the eligibility standard and you 
accept this offer, the NPS will agree to lengthen the term of your contract by 2 years if it is an 
eligible Category I or II contract (i.e., contracts that that have Federal real property maintenance 
requirements) or by 1 year if it is an eligible Category III contract (i.e., contracts that do not have 
real property maintenance responsibilities). 
 
Contracts already extended or continued, temporary contracts, and contracts with an original 
term of 20 years or contracts with a term of 5 years or less are not eligible for this offer. 
 
Means of Accepting Offer 
 
If you wish to accept this offer of a lengthened term as discussed above, please complete the 
enclosed template acceptance letter, inserting all required information, print and sign it, and 
return it to this office by May 3, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. EDT. This offer will expire automatically 
on May 3, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. EDT. If we have not received your acceptance by that time, we 
will assume that you have declined the offer and proceed accordingly. 
 
To do that, you must initially send us an electronic copy of the enclosed letter with all required 
information and signed by your authorized representative. Please print the letter, scan it, and 
send a .pdf copy of the signed letter to cffreconsideration@nps.gov by the above date and time. 
You must also promptly send the letter with your original signature to the following address: 
 

  
National Park Service 
Commercial Services Program 
1849 C Street, NW  
Room 2225 
Washington, DC 20240 

 
Attn: Concession Contract Request to Lengthen Term 

 
Please note that the NPS will compare the financial information you provide in your acceptance 
letter with your annual financial reports to verify the accuracy of your submittal. If you choose to 
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accept this offer of a lengthened term, you do not need to return the financial workbooks and 
projections we previously requested to analyze your request for franchise fee reconsideration. 
 
Contract amendment 
 
Upon the NPS’s verification that your contract is eligible for this offer, the NPS will provide you 
a formal amendment to lengthen the contract’s term. 
 
For further information 
 
If you have any question about this letter, please submit them in writing to 
cffreconsideration@nps.gov.  Please do not direct questions to individual NPS employees; 
instead, please use this email in-box established to track and monitor these requests and provide 
timely responses to your questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Justin Unger 
Associate Director, Business Services 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc (w/enc):  
Regional Chiefs of Commercial Service 

JUSTIN 
UNGER

Digitally signed by JUSTIN 
UNGER 
Date: 2021.03.31 14:51:38 
-04'00'



www.parkpartners.org ● 703-624-0495 

 
 
 
 

April 21, 2021 
     
Justin Unger, Associate Director, Business Services 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Associate Director Unger: 
 
NPHA wishes to express appreciation for the offer to lengthen existing concessions contract terms sent 
to many members that requested relief from the extraordinary, unanticipated changes resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are grateful for the call for quick action on economic recovery made by 
President Biden and the action taken by the National Park Service to implement his direction. 

As you know, concessioners provide diverse services from lodging to food and beverage, from 
transportation to retail, from adventure services to camping, and the impacts of compliance with health 
codes varied. 

The offer made in the March 31, 2021, memorandum will be of benefit to many of our members.  We 
expect many concessioners will accept the offer, helping them focus on delivering great experiences to 
park visitors and continuing efforts to protect these special places.  We urge NPS to work with those 
concessioners who were not covered by the offer initially or that seek alternative relief agreements. 

We believe that NPS’ relief offer underscores the value of provisions in the pending rule developed over 
the last two years to increase nimbleness and opportunities available through the proven partnership of 
NPS and its committed concessioners.  The rule can aid the Administration’s goals of economic recovery, 
and especially rural America, in hosting and benefitting all Americans and in taking steps which will 
significantly benefit efforts to mitigate climate change. 

NPHA is now finalizing plans for a largely virtual meeting of its members in July.  We invite the active 
participation of NPS in this meeting to discuss the continuing challenges of COVID-19 as well as other 
important topics, including the Administration’s commitments to Building Back Better and to serving 
well the full diversity of Americans. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Belland 
Yankee Freedom 
 
George (Chip) Campsen, III 
Fort Sumter Tours, Inc. 
 
Gerard Gabrys 
Guest Services, Inc. 
 
Bradford Hill 
Evelyn Hill, Inc. 
 

Alex Klein 
Grand Teton Lodge Company 
 
Kris Koeberer 
Basecamp Hospitality 
 
Terry MacRae 
Hornblower Cruises & Events 
 
Carol Metzler 
Gettysburg Tours, Inc. 
 

 
John Schoppmann 
Forever Resorts 
 
Scott Socha 
Delaware North 
 
Andrew Todd 
Xanterra Parks and Resorts 
 
Tasha S. Wade 
Stokely Hospitality Enterprises

 
cc: Shannon Estenoz, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary - Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
 NPHA Board of Directors, Shawn Benge, Lena McDowall, Kurt Rausch 



From: Kathryn Auerbach
To: Interior, Scheduling; Vietzke, Gay E; Bursky, Sarah M; lara flynn@casey.senate.gov; Kathryn Auerbach; vladimir

salamun
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NPS Re-evaluation Headquarters Road Bridge
Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 2:48:33 PM
Attachments: Sec Interior Haaland April 16 2021.docx

BURNT MILL ACOE 4 13 2021.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Secretary Haaland,
Attached is my request for a reevaluation of the Headquarters Road Bridge proposed replacement
by PennDOT.
I am also attaching my letter to the Army Corps of Engineers detailing specifics ignored or not
properly evaluated by NPS.
Your action is critical to save the integrity of our laws protecting special natural and built resources.
As it stands, Mr. Meade’s opinion destroys all meaning of these laws and all efforts to study, define,
protect, celebrate and enjoy our most unique resources.
Thank you for your conscious and immediate attention.
Sincerely,
Kathryn Ann Auerbach Preservation Is Real



April 16, 2021 
 
Post Office Box 39 
Erwinna, PA  18920 
 
 
Ms. Deborah Halland 
US Secretary of the Interior 
Washington, DC 
                                                                                RE: Headquarters Road Bridge, Tinicum Twp., Bucks Co., PA 
                                                                                        SR 1012, Sec BRC over Tinicum Creek, Lower Delaware 
                                                                                        Wild & Scenic River Segment, Ridge Valley Rural NR HD 
Dear Secretary Haaland, 
 
I am writing to you in an earnest and critical appeal to save the above cited Headquarters Road aka 
Burnt Mill Bridge, listed in the National Register of Historic Places as contributing to the Ridge Valley 
Rural Historic District, and also specifically recognized by the Keeper of the National Register for 
Engineering.  The stone substructure, built in 1812, is an Endangered Species, namely it represents a 
bridge design of which only TWO known examples remain in Pennsylvania, & perhaps the Mid-Atlantic 
and the East Coast.  A “pillar” or pier-to-pier bridge, the structure originally supported wooden beams at 
25-foot lengths, three-spans, for a total of 80 feet.  It represents the enthusiastic spirit of the New 
Republic, the maturity of an area settled for 100 years, and the skill & technical abilities of the then 
predominant population, immigrant Germans, who had little voice in political affairs before the 
Revolution.  The Christian Fretz family, millers and residents at this location for over 50 years prior, and 
upon whose land the bridge was built, became noted builders of significant public projects, later 
generations credited with the construction of the famous Horseshoe Curve Railroad crossing of the 
Eastern Continental Divide, a feat which enabled the expansion of our country. 
 
Yet the beauty of Tinicum Township, and what had been for much of Bucks County, is its rugged 
connection to nature, blended empathetically with the modest pioneer homesteads of the 18th & 
mature farms of the 19th centuries.  William Penn, the “Founder” and Proprietor (1682) of Pennsylvania 
referred to Tinicum as the “Indian Township”, the Native American name Tinicum meaning “along the 
edge of an island”.  Numerous islands border Tinicum’s 9-mile shore line with the Delaware River, Native 
American settlements have been documented at the township’s tip, Point Pleasant, where the Tohickon 
Creek enters the Delaware River at 100-foot elevation, as well as further northwest along the creek.   
 
The Tohickon Creek forms the township’s southern border for 10 miles, also recognized as a segment of 
the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic River, offering county & state parkland, camp sites, National Register 
Grist Mills and a number of unique historic bridge crossings including a wrought iron King Iron Company 
bowstring, open wooden Howe truss bridge, and the second, 1835 200-foot pillar bridge.   Near the 
Tohickon’s mouth is the reconstructed wooden Burr Truss aqueduct to carry the National Landmark 
Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania Canal over its longest challenge.   
 
Cutting and winding through the entire interior of Tinicum Township is the Tinicum Creek, with over 14 
miles included in the Lowe Delaware W & S designation.  Sourcing in the 500-foot elevation swamp 
lands above a diabase rock formation, the creek pours turbulent waters down, cutting sharp valleys 
through the more facture-susceptible shale formations which characterize much of the township.  The  
KAA/2021                                                                                                           continued… 
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Ridge Valley Rural Historic District embraces the upper third of the Tinicum Creek’s path and includes a 
unique representation of early rural stream crossings, with two natural (and currently functional) stream 
fords, the subject stone pillar 1812 Headquarters Road Bridge, the 1887 Geigel Hill Road Pratt Pony 
Truss (among the earliest in the nation to utilize Carnegie Steel- 5 years before company incorporation), 
two WPA steel welded pony trusses made possible through the efforts of nationally famous Hollywood 
Screen writer John Wexley and the construction talents of the local citizens, and two very early concrete 
spans by noted architect and engineer A. Oscar Martin, the earlier of which is a 1909 concrete ribbed 
arch span.  All of these bridges are rare, enhanced by appropriate historical settings, function to serve 
the public today and are associated with significant individuals whose honest efforts advanced the 
growth of our nation, while maintaining appropriate scale and hand-made quality.  
 
The township as a whole contains over 40 bridges, both small and large, and includes an even greater 
representation of early engineering, especially with open wooden pony Queen post “Camelback” span 
over the Delaware Canal and three wooden Town lattice truss covered bridges.  The township may be 
unique with the number of historic stream crossings, certainly much more than the average 
municipality.   The notable character, and everyday “Tinicum” experience is its road and bridge network, 
namely winding roads along fresh babbling streams or past dramatic rock outcrops and historic houses 
and barns, with one-lane stream crossings offering not only a traffic calming moment, but also a nod to 
the passerby, a “courtesy township” by nature. 
 
With numerous National Register properties, individual, village & rural historic districts, National 
Landmark Canal, extensive park lands, and over 5,000 acres of private permanently preserved open 
space, the township rightly deserves its substantial inclusion in the Lower Delaware Wild & Scenic, and 
perhaps with the greatest area of any municipality along the entire recognized lower river (9-mile river 
frontage, 10-mile Tohickon Creek & 14-mile Tinicum Creek).  County & township comprehensive plans 
acknowledge the area’s value as a recreation and scenic area, a necessary respite with an increasingly 
urban metropolitan area between Philadelphia & New York.  The plans acknowledge the importance of 
the preservation of the historic resources which define and characterize the area, and add to its 
ambience.  The Lower Delaware W & S Manegement Plan also establishes preservation of historical 
resources as a critical action to sustain the exceptionally remarkable values which contribute to the W & 
S designation.   The area is to be treated as a National Park, and all government jurisdictions, federal, 
state, county and local signed the agreement to cooperate.  
 
My purpose in writing to you, as we as a nation are celebrating our National Historical Landmarks, and 
Earth Day, i.e. the vital components of our environment that sustain and enrich us on a daily basis, is to 
request a retraction of a decision taken by National Park Service (Philadelphia) representative Jonathan 
Meade, and conduct a renewed evaluation of the truly serious and extensive Adverse Impact the 
proposed two-lane replacement bridge and attendant approach road with retaining walls to the Wild & 
Scenic, Ridge Valley Rural Historic District, the Tinicum Creek and the 209 year old bridge itself.   Mr. 
Meade’s opinion appears to be founded upon the inept, inaccurate and incomplete studies by PennDOT. 
Mr. Meade’s comments suggest no serious consideration was given to the appropriate solutions offered 
by citizens, cultural experts and structural engineers familiar with both traditional and innovative 
techniques to restore historic resources.    
 
Mr. Meade’s goal appears NOT TO PROTECT THE WILD & SCENIC AND IIT EXCEPTIONALLY REMARKABLE 
KAA/2021                                                                     continued… 
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 VALUES, but to simply get the project off his desk, acquiescing to strong pressures from PennDOT and 
underinformed local officials and citizens whose actions are more commensurate to being recipients of 
personal gain rather than comprehensive public good.  One would wonder if Mr. Meade, also, may have 
been promised personal benefits for promoting heritage cleansing and large concrete construction 
projects.  His actions certainly do not reflect any of the stated goals and guidelines for the management 
of the Wild & Scenic resources, nor the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for the Treatment of 
Historical Properties.   
 
Bottom line: The Headquarters Road Bridge stone substructure CAN BE REHABILITATED TO CARRY A 
NEW ONE-LANE DECK.  McMullen & Associates Engineering Consultants from Virginia experienced in 
historic bridge rehabilitation and National Park Service properties has produced sealed Engineering    
Drawings for the Headquarters’ rehabilitation which: 
  -- meets current and future needs of this 600-vehicle-per-day narrow, winding road.   
  -- maintains the actual, physical record of history.   
  -- secures the preservation of the Tinicum Creeks and its stream banks, in particular downstream, held 
in place by the current bridge for 209 years.   
  -- preserves the adjoining meadows not only by securing the creek’s present channel and banks, but 
also avoids the need for the west approach road berm with concrete retaining walls (walls which would 
serve as a dam, a permenent obstruction in a flood plain & restrict pedestrian safety & movement).   
  -- preserves the integrity of the Ridge Valley Rural Historic District and the Christian Fretz property- the 
visual centerpiece of the district. 
  -- provides a safer, traffic calming & pedestrian friendly roadway- as it has served in the past 
  -- is considerably less expensive, estimated at $1.5 million vs. PennDOT’s $4.2 million plan. 
  -- preserves the true meaning of our heritage laws and designations. 
  -- maintains the dignity and stature of the National Park Service as a leader in historic preservation and 
resource responsible solutions, offering quality of life and richness of heritage for the present & future. 
 
Forty years ago I testified before a Congressional Sub-Committee to consider the Lower Delaware River 
as a federal Wild & Scenic River.  Subsequent studies affirmed the area’s remarkable resources and 
designation worthy status.  I have worked as a professional in Historic Preservation for over 45 years, 
documenting 1,000’s of resources in the National Register, as a preservation educator at the 
undergraduate level; as a consultant to the National Park Service to provide detailed documentation of 
critical Civil War Battlefield buildings, and as an advocate for historic bridges.  Student based HABS 
documentation projects, for which my teams have won national awards (4x Peterson Prize recognition), 
taught all involved just how much more we can learn by studying the actual resource, in-situ and in 
detail.  This could only happen if the resource is preserved.  Or, all is meaningless. 
 
The opportunity for curiosity and learning is destroyed when a resource is destroyed.  If this bridge is 
destroyed, the loss of interest in history, the sense of uniqueness, the verification of age and craft is 
exponentially lost.  If Mr. Meade’s opinion is allowed to stand, the total meaning of the National 
Register of Historic Places, and federal Wild & Scenic Rivers program are mocked, made ludicrous.  He 
has created a lie.  He is a value breaker.  You, as Secretary of the Interior, can uphold the meaning of 
these heritage-based federal programs.  You can be a value-maker. 
 
Thank you, 
Kathryn Ann Auerbach, Consultant    Preservation Is Real  Kathryn.auerbach@bucks.edu     610-294-8035                                                                                                                                                                   



From: Sage Learn
To: JonesRC@gtlaw.com; Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Roberts, Lawrence S; Alexander Knapp; Carla Knapp
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: [EXT] Boys and Girls Clubs in Indian Country Meeting Request
Date: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 3:48:47 PM
Attachments: image001.png

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hi Cristina,
I wanted to follow up on our request to meet with Secretary Haaland, we would be grateful for the
opportunity to share the incredible work Boys & Girls Clubs are doing to serve youth, including as
the largest provider of Native youth services across the country and see how we can help alleviate
the Secretaries priorities.
Please let us know if there is a time that we could virtually meet with the Secretary at her
convenience?
Thank you,
Sage Learn
National Director of Government Relations
Boys & Girls Clubs of America|Office of Government Relations
440 1st Street NW, Suite 1020, Washington, DC 20001
Cell: 503.201.2013

From: JonesRC@gtlaw.com [mailto:JonesRC@gtlaw.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 2:02 PM
To: cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov
Cc: lawrence_roberts@ios.doi.gov; Sage Learn <SLearn@BGCA.ORG>; Alexander Knapp
<aknapp@bgca.org>
Subject: [EXT] Boys and Girls Clubs in Indian Country Meeting Request

Cristina,
I am reaching out on behalf of the Boys and Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) to request a
meeting with Secretary Haaland on Thursday, April 22. Specifically, we would be
grateful for the opportunity to have the Secretary meet with a small group of our
Native Club leaders and Tribal Leaders to learn about the important work being done
by the BGCA with tribal youth.
I have attached a March 25 letter from BGCA to Secretary Haaland, formally requesting
a meeting with the Secretary.



Boys & Girls Clubs in Indian Country is approaching its 30th year of service to building
resiliency in our Native youth and enabling Native youth specially to thrive. As the
largest Native-youth serving organization in the nation, we appreciate your dedication
to public service and equal opportunities for all Native and Tribal communities. BGCA is
very proud of our work being done by over 200 Native Clubs, who serve more than
120,000 Native youth in over 130 Native communities.

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of this important work, a group of Native Club
leaders would be honored to meet with the Secretary to discuss the needs and
potential of Native youth. The group will be led by Carla Knapp, National Vice President
of Native Services at BGCA. Carla is a proven leader on Native issues, and has worked
with Native youth through the BGCA since 2013. Carla is a tribal member of the
Penobscot Indian Nation, and Bear Clan.
Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can answer any questions. Thank you again your
consideration of this request.
Regards,
Bob
Bob Jones 
Shareholder 

Greenberg Traurig, LLP 
2101 L Street N.W. | Washington, D.C. 20037 
T +1 202.331.3183  | C +1 202.256.5689 
JonesRC@gtlaw.com | www.gtlaw.com  |  View GT Biography

If you are not an intended recipient of confidential and privileged information in this email,
please delete it, notify us immediately at postmaster@gtlaw.com, and do not use or
disseminate the information.



From: Sergio Pareja
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Celebration of Deb Haaland
Date: Thursday, March 25, 2021 12:25:42 PM
Attachments: Event Request Form (002).docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Please see attached request for an appearance by Secretary Haaland at a Zoom event in celebration
of her appointment. Thank you.
Sergio Pareja, Dean
The University of New Mexico School of Law

From: Villa, Cristina M <cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov> On Behalf Of Interior, Scheduling
Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2021 9:34 AM
To: Sergio Pareja <pareja@law.unm.edu>
Subject: RE: Celebration of Deb Haaland
[EXTERNAL]
Thank you for your invitation to Secretary Deb Haaland to participate in your event. Please
complete and return the attached request form. As soon as we receive the completed form, we
will be able to further process your request accordingly.
We look forward to being in touch.
Best,
Office of Scheduling and Advance
Department of Interior

Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)

From: Sergio Pareja <pareja@law.unm.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 5:39 PM
To: Villa, Cristina M <cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Celebration of Deb Haaland

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments,
or responding.

Dear Ms. Villa,
Secretary Haaland and I had a text exchange yesterday, and she asked me to coordinate her
schedule with you. I am the Dean of the University of New Mexico School of Law, and we would like
to host a brief (no more than 30 minutes) Zoom event celebrating her confirmation as Secretary of
the Interior. As you know, this is a huge occasion, and I would like to bring together our alums,
students, faculty, and staff to celebrate with her.
I’m not envisioning a complex, lengthy event. Instead, I was hoping that we could have a few key
speakers make some remarks about the impact that she has had on our community and on their
lives and how excited we are to see her take on this role. I also would hope that she would be willing



to say a few words to her many supporters back here at UNM.
Might she have time in the next week or so to do this? I know her schedule is probably full, but we
can work around her schedule. An evening gathering would even be fine. If you think it might work,
perhaps you can give me a couple of dates and times that would work, and we’ll get the ball rolling
on our end. I probably would need at least three or four days to get the word out. Thank you.
Sergio Pareja, Dean
The University of New Mexico School of Law



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Event Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is participating at your 
event and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the highest ethical 
standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to confirm a speaker or as an 
attendee at an external event. 
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one signal submission will 
assist with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 
Event Title: 
Please note if the event is a 
weekly, monthly, annual, etc. 

 
Virtual Celebration of Secretary Deb Haaland 
(one-time event) 

Event Date:  
please note if the date is 
flexible 

Possible dates March 29 or March 30 in the afternoon or evening. 
However, we are entirely flexible and willing to accommodate 
Secretary Haaland’s schedule. 

Event Time:  Total Time: 30 minutes 
Exact Speaking Time: depends on time of event but would be at the 
very end of the program 
Speech/Remarks Length:  5-10 minutes 
  

Event Location: 
 

Virtual Platform: Zoom for speakers and YouTube for attendees 
Link: TBD- will be created as soon as date and time confirmed 

OR 
Venue: 
Address: 
City & State:  
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day 
of contact(s) is the same or 
different 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Name: Melissa Lobato 
Email: lobato@law.unm.edu 
Phone:  
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
Name: Melissa Lobato 
Email: lobato@law.unm.edu 
Phone:  

Brief event description and 
purpose:  
 
 

Description: The UNM School of Law would like to celebrate 
Secretary Haaland’s historic appointment with her and our Law 
School community. The dean of the Law School and at least one 
of Secretary Haaland’s former professors would make remarks.  
The President of the University and the Governor of New Mexico 
(also a UNM Law alumna) will also been invited to make brief 
remarks. 
 
 
Purpose: To recognize Secretary Haaland. 
 
 

Identify the desired role of 
the Secretary.  

Roles (select one):  
Keynote 
Panelist 

(b) (6) (b) (6)







 
 

draft agendas, event website, 
promotional/ advertising 
materials, outreach plan, 
history of the event, prior 
attendance by DOI officials, 
etc.  

Remarks- Professor John LaVelle, President Garnett Stokes, 
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham 
Remarks- Secretary Haaland 
Closing- Dean Sergio Pareja  

What does the invitation 
include: 
registration/conference event 
fee; meals or refreshments; 
receptions or other 
entertainment; informational 
materials; memento or token of 
appreciation; and/or travel 
(ground or air transportation, 
hotel, etc.). 

n/a 

Does the invitation include a 
plus one?  
If yes, will others in attendance 
generally be accompanied by a 
spouse or other guest?  

n/a- it’s virtual 

What is the public 
registration/ticket fee to 
attend/participate in the 
event? 

n/a- it’s free 

Any additional notes or 
information? 
 

 

 
 

*IMPORTANT NOTE: The purpose of these questions is to elicit information relevant to 
the ethics analysis and is not a solicitation or request for anything of value by the 

Department or any of its employees. 



From: Smith, Grace Y. EOP/CEQ
To: Jessica Loya; Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Jordan, Sara L. EOP/CEQ
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Connection to schedule America the Beautiful equity meeting
Date: Friday, May 7, 2021 11:01:58 AM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Thanks so much for connecting us, Shantha, and moving you to BCC to spare your inbox.
Just following up here – do you all have a sense of when this would be best to land for you? Happy
to have you suggest some times and we can go from there.
Thanks,
Grace Smith | she/her
Scheduler, Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
[email] 
[call only] 

From: Alonso, Shantha R <shantha_alonso@ios.doi.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 6:52 PM
To: Jessica Loya <jessica@bluecrabstrategies.com>; Villa, Cristina M <cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov>;
Smith, Grace Y. EOP/CEQ 
Subject: Connection to schedule America the Beautiful equity meeting
Hello Cristina, Grace, Jessica,
Cristina is Secretary Haaland's director of scheduling and advance.
Grace is CEQ's scheduler and can work with Chair Mallory's schedule.
Jessica works with equity-oriented conservation groups.
Please connect to find a good time for a post-report release meeting.
Best,
Shantha Ready Alonso (she/her)

Director, Office of Intergovernmental and External Affairs (OIEA)
Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior
Meeting & speaking requests, letters & statements, and briefing materials should go to: oiea@ios.doi.gov. Every
email sent or received to this email address is subject to public release under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)



From: Jenny Dunn (Sensitive)
To: Villa, Cristina M
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Courtesy Call: Minister Goldsmith // Sec. Haaland
Date: Friday, April 30, 2021 9:03:53 AM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Dear Cristina,
Many thanks for your email. I will check these dates and times and questions below with Minister
Goldsmith’s office and get back to you asap.
Many thanks,
Jenny
Jenny Dunn
Policy Advisor, Energy & Environment
British Embassy
3100 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20008
jenny.dunn@fcdo.gov.uk
O: +1.202.588.1022
C: +1.202.765.6461

From: Villa, Cristina M <cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov> 
Sent: 30 April 2021 07:13
To: Jenny Dunn (Sensitive) <Jenny.Dunn@fco.gov.uk>
Subject: Courtesy Call: Minister Goldsmith // Sec. Haaland
Good morning Jenny,
Hope this email finds you well. Secretary Haaland looks forward to the courtesy call with
Minister Goldsmith. Might one of the following options match with the Minister? All times
are listed in Eastern.
Wednesday, May 5th

2:15pm EST or after
Thursday, May 6th

2:15pm EST of after
Friday, May 7th

3:30pm EST
5:30pm EST
Questions:

Is this a principal level, 1:1 call? Or will the Minister have staff join?
If staff will join, could you kindly provide a list of staff names and titles?

Please confirm the best point of contact for the day of, in case of any connection issues.
Please provide the meeting link/dial-in information.

Best,
Cristina Villa
Director of Scheduling & Advance



Department of Interior
(E) Cristina_Villa@ios.doi.gov

Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)

Follow us online: www.gov.uk/fcdo

This email is intended for the addressee(s) only: All messages sent and received by the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office may be monitored in line with relevant UK legislation



From: Kilham, Amanda
To: Villa, Cristina M
Cc: Bray, Ann; Rentsch, Dale
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Courtesy Call: Minister Pitt // Sec. Haaland [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Sunday, May 2, 2021 8:37:50 PM

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Good Morning Cristina,
Thank you for your email with options for a call between Minister Pitt and Secretary Haaland.
Can you please clarify are the days and times offered US Eastern or Australian Eastern? If the times
listed are US, Minister Pitt is unable to make these times.
I look forward to hearing back from you at your earliest convenience to clarify this, so we can
organise a suitable time for both the Secretary and Minister.
Kind regards,
Amanda Kilham | Diary/Office Manager
Office of the Hon Keith Pitt MP
Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia
Ph: +61 2 6277 7180 | Mb: +61 429 541 968
amanda.kilham@industry.gov.au
Suite M1.45 Parliament House, CANBERRA ACT 2600

OFFICIAL
From: Villa, Cristina M [mailto:cristina_villa@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, 30 April 2021 9:13 PM
To: Kilham, Amanda <Amanda.Kilham@industry.gov.au>
Subject: Courtesy Call: Minister Pitt // Sec. Haaland
Good morning Amanda,
Hope this email finds you well. Secretary Haaland looks forward to the courtesy call with
Minister Pitt. Might one of the following options match with the Minister? All times are listed
in Eastern.
Wednesday, May 5th

2:15pm EST or after
Thursday, May 6th

2:15pm EST of after
Friday, May 7th

3:30pm EST
5:30pm EST
Questions:

Is this a principal level, 1:1 call? Or will the Minister have staff join?
If staff will join, could you kindly provide a list of staff names and titles?

Please confirm the best point of contact for the day of, in case of any connection issues.
Please provide the meeting link/dial-in information.

Best,



Cristina Villa
Director of Scheduling & Advance
Department of Interior
(E) Cristina_Villa@ios.doi.gov

Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA)



From: Indians of All Tribes Committee
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Event Information Request Form
Date: Sunday, May 9, 2021 2:43:16 PM
Attachments: Museum and Cultural Center Proposal edited.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Greetings:

Please include the attached proposal to the Event Information Request Form submitted on
April 23, 20212, from Indians of All Tribes.

The proposal is directly related to the invitation to Secretary Haaland to attend a meeting with
Indians of All Tribes on Alcatraz Island this fall.

This proposal is to create a greater modern presence on Alcatraz pursuant to the 1969
Takeover and Occupation of the island as Indians of all tribes joined in solidarity for self-
determination. It outlines our goal of establishing a Cultural Center and Museum as part of the
history of Alcatraz and in honor of the struggle of Native people in the United States.

We hope that the Secretary reads this proposal in evaluating her decision to visit us on the
island.

Respectfully,

Nita de Barajas
Secretary
Indians of All Tribes

On Fri, Apr 23, 2021 at 9:14 PM Indians of All Tribes Committee
<indiansofalltribescommittee@gmail.com> wrote:

To whom it may concern:

The attached Event Information Request Form requests the attendance of Secretary Haaland
to a meeting with Indians of All Tribes at Alcatraz Island in San Francisco, California.

Please advise if further information is required.

Sincerely,

Nita de Barajas
Indians of All Tribes



To: The Honorable Secretary of the Interior, Deb Haaland 
 
From: Indians of All Tribes, Alcatraz 
 
Cc: Dorothy FireCloud, Director Native American Affairs, National Park Service 
Laura Joss, Superintendent, Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) 
Brian Aviles, Chief of Planning and Environmental Programs, GGNRA 
Gordon White, Chief of Cultural Resources, GGNRA 
 
Date: May 6, 2021 
 
Subject: A Proposal for a Museum and Cultural Center on Alcatraz Island to reflect the history 
and presence of Indigenous people and their cultures and to memorialize the 1969 Takeover 
and Occupation by Indians of All Tribes 
 
 
Summary 
Indians of All Tribes (IOAT) seeks a greater and permanent presence on Alcatraz as a part of the 
history of the island that is preserved by the National Park Service and managed by the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA) and its partner organization, Golden Gate National 
Parks Conservancy (GGNPC).  The purpose of a prominent presence is to preserve the memory 
of the 1969 Takeover and Occupation of the island by Native American students, to give 
recognition to the territory of the Ohlone people, and to recognize the historic and continuous 
presence of Native peoples in America. 
 
It is the long desired goal of IOAT to create a Cultural Complex and Museum. The museum will 
feature Native California and other tribal cultural exhibits. All Tribes will be invited to 
participate by contributing artifacts, written and oral history, and artistic pieces that reflect 
their tribes culture and values.  
 
The complex will allow for IOAT and other Native people to come together as a meeting place 
for shared discussions, cultural exchanges, or important celebrations. 
 
Amongst other goals, we seek to acquire a mesh network to expand internet capabilities to the 
Cultural Complex and Museum.  This would allow us to share our meetings, exhibits and 
celebrations to a greater audience via Zoom. 
 
It is also our desire to see the long awaited Thunderbird Totem created utilizing the old 
lighthouse on the island.  The totem itself is a recognition to our Inuit brethren in Alaska and 
our First People family in Canada.  This totem was envisioned as part of the original 1969 
Occupation.  After over fifty years, it is our desire to see this goal come to fruition.  The totem 
will reflect the many tribes of Indigenous people in the Northern Hemisphere.  Native artisans 
should be commissioned to create a totem that reflects the great variety of cultures of the 
indigenous people of this land. 



 
This is an important first step in recognizing the historic presence of the Native people of 
America. It is an important step in educating young and old about the contributions and values 
of America’s first people.  It is a small step in recognizing the unconscionable crimes committed 
against this country’s Indigenous people while fostering and advancing understanding and 
unity.  
 
As we, as a people, are ever changing and evolve into a new era, we wish to remember our 
traditions, pass them to the next generation and share our knowledge with the others. It is 
through sharing our story that we hope to educate and develop an understanding about the 
Native experience.  It is only through education that we can create a larger understanding 
between peoples. It is with this shared understanding that we work towards peace and create 
recognition. This recognition gives us presence, a place at the table, and a greater guarantee of 
our continued growth.  
 
Background 
On November 20, 1969, Native students from California colleges and University campuses 
occupied the island of Alcatraz in protest of the US Government’s reprehensible treatment of 
their people.  Bad laws, policies  of eradication and violations of treaty agreements created 
alienation of Indigenous people from their land and from society in general.  The students 
sought to recover Alcatraz based on treaty agreements that provided that any land unused or 
abandoned by the federal government would be returned to Indigenous people. Although title 
to the island was never granted  back to the Indians, the nineteen-month occupation ended an 
era of Termination Policies and Acts and began a new era of Self Determination for Native 
people.  
 
In February, 1970 and November 20, 1970, the Indians of All Tribes Tribal Council on Alcatraz 
Island commenced to develop and propose Thunderbird University on Alcatraz Island.  IOAT 
wrote, designed content, developed and identified a program for an Educational Cultural 
Center. This Cultural Complex was to include a Museum, Native Arts and Crafts, Native Law 
Institute, Center for Ecology/Environment, Survival Training and a College of Tribal Languages.  
 
Wide support came from the island residents who were interested in relearning their culture 
and traditions with a “hands on” vocational and rehabilitation training program for Alcatraz 
tribal residents. Further, they proposed a new architectural design from Donald McDonald 
Architects in San Francisco and it was their desire to redesign the cyclical lighthouse on the 
island into a Thunderbird totem which would include a prominent design representing the 
home of Native California tribes and include Indians of tribes on turtle island. 
 
Alcatraz Island is now a part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area under the U.S. 
National Park Service. Over the past fifty years, many of the proposed projects advocated by 
the students during the Occupation have been established and implemented in part by 
colleges, universities, tribes and Native organizations across this country.  However, there is still 
a need to recognize the historic significance of Native people’s  continued attempt at gaining 



attention to the many policies that were destroying native communities across the nation. 
Policies such as  the Indian Allotment Act and the Indian Termination Act which ended federal 
recognition of many tribes and scattered the people from reservation land which was then 
seized by the federal government.  
 
This is important history.  It is history that has been buried and untold, but it is important to 
Indigenous people as recognition of why we continue to struggle. It is important for non-
Indigenous people to learn and understand as we struggle towards greater unity between all 
people. 
 
IOAT has received support from GGNRA and GGNPC for some events such as anniversary and 
Sunrise celebrations.  This support included the Fiftieth Year Anniversary on Alcatraz in 2019, in 
which veteran occupiers and their families were invited to the island to recognize the 1969 
Takeover and Occupation. As part of the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration, we currently have an 
exhibit dedicated to the Red Power Movement in the New Industries Building and would like 
this to include a variety of art and cultural exhibits as part of a  permanent exhibit. 
 
The GGNRA allocated a small room dedicated to the Native history on the island where visitors 
can watch a short video.  However, the video must be updated to be more reflective of Native 
presence and the space provided cannot accommodate more than a few people at a time.  
 
Goals 

1. We require recognition of the official designation of Alcatraz Island on Ohlone Territory 
when entering the docks upon arrival.  

2. The official recordings of tapes for visitors will include the true histories of Native 
California tribes and the 1969 Native Occupation of the event and its cause.  

3. Collections and recordings of other tribal histories will be recorded and made available 
on demand by visitors when visiting the island. 

4. The New Industries Building will be designated for Indians of All Tribes Museum/Cultural 
Center.  

5. The Lighthouse will be redesigned as a Thunderbird Totem acknowledging California 
Indians and Indians of All Tribes of the Northern Hemisphere. 

6. Two Natives will be hired to manage and implement the Cultural Museum and Exhibits. 
7. Two Indians of All Tribes Meetings will be held on Alcatraz each year to meet with 

Native managers of the museum and cultural center. 
8. Annual anniversaries will be held on Alcatraz including Indigenous Peoples Day, 

Unthanksgiving, and other activities coordinated with Bay Area organizations or other 
Native organizations. 

9. Native youth groups will be encouraged to visit the island as part of understanding the 
history of the Occupation. 

10. The Native personnel can purchase museum and art items as the budget allows. This can 
include a Tipi and Native California traditional homes to be displayed in the Cultural 
Center to acknowledge Native presence. 



11. Communications from Radio Free Alcatraz and Video Art and Cultural Shows will be 
implemented as an ongoing part of the museum. 

12. A part of the Cultural Center should be dedicated to environmental issues such as land, 
water, and fishing rights and how Native people regard the ecology of Mother Earth in 
relation to cultural beliefs and environmental impacts. 
 

Objectives 
1. A permanent plaque and written prayer are required for Ohlone land recognition. The 

wording on the plaque should be written by the Ohlone people in conjunction with 
Indians of All Tribes. The acknowledgment of Ohlone land shall also be a part of the 
audio tour. 

2. A permanent plaque is required to memorialize and explain the 1969 Takeover and the 
nineteen month Occupation. This plaque should be written by Indians of All Tribes to 
accurately reflect the history of that movement. The Takeover and Occupation shall be 
included as part of the audio tour. 

3. A budget will be allocated to expand and fortify the New Industries Building to make all 
tiers safe and usable as part of the Cultural Center and Museum. 

4. A permanent budget to allow for continued growth of the Cultural Center and Museum 
that allows it to be truly reflective of Indigenous cultures. 

5. Singers, musicians, and dancers representing Native culture shall be invited to 
participate in celebrations and special occasions. These performers are an essential part 
of Indigenous cultural activities.  The budget should allow for up to twelve dance groups 
per year with a donation of $1,000.00 for each group of dancers. The budget for singers 
and musicians shall be $500 each for up to ten performances throughout the year. 

6. Contributing artists, lecturers, story tellers, educators, and environmentalists will be 
given honorariums of $500 each. The budget should allow for a grant of up to twenty-
four (24) honorariums per year. 

7. Activities for Natives throughout the year will be held in the New Industries Building. 
Visitors on the island are invited to attend the activities in order to educate and expand 
their awareness of Native American culture. 

8. Overnight visits for Native Youth Groups shall be re-instituted to bring the young 
together to share their stories, learn about the Takeover and Occupation, experience 
what their elders sacrificed during the Occupation, learn about the unique 
environmental aspects of the island, and prepare for and participate in special 
ceremonies. 

9. A portion of the Cultural Center will be dedicated to young people to enhance their 
understanding of their history and provide them a place for expression. 

10. Native artists will be commissioned for redesigning the lighthouse into the Thunderbird 
totem representing all Nations. A plaque explaining the significance of the totem shall 
be installed in a way that allows visitors to read the information and see the significance 
of each symbol reflected. This explanation should also be including as part of the audio 
tour available to visitors. 

11. Funds to hire one California Native and one other Native as managers of the Cultural 
Center/Museum will be provided for in the budget. 



12. Funds for general maintenance and electrical support should be included in the budget 
for the Cultural Center/Museum. This should be part of the NPS and/or GGNPC budget. 

13. Travel arrangements, including housing, will be paid twice annually for Indians of All 
Tribes Planning Committee Member meetings on the island. 

14. Funds will be provided by the GGNPC for food/beverages for Native celebrants on 
anniversary reunions. 

15. The budget must include funds for the purchase of art, artifacts, cultural pieces, display 
cases and related supplies for the purpose of displaying and identifying such items. 
Cultural artifacts should reflect in part the Indigenous people of California, but should 
also include art and artifacts from Indians of other tribes. 

16. A mesh network will be acquired to expand internet capabilities to the New Industries 
Building so that meeting and celebrations can be shared with those who cannot travel 
to the island and attend in person. 

17. Cable and telecommunications lines will be extended and/or expanded to The New 
Industries Building to support audio and video programming related to issues relevant 
to the Indigenous community and the Takeover and Occupation of Alcatraz. 

18. Funds will be provided to purchase materials for a tipi and a traditional Ohlone house to 
be part of the permanent structures in the Cultural Center. The structures will be 
constructed to respect traditional methods.  An explanation of the significance and 
sacredness of the structures shall be displayed next to each one. 

19. Funds are to be provided to establish the structure of a tipi where the original tipi was 
erected during the Occupation. This structure shall reflect the poles of a tipi in bronze in 
order to better withstand the harsh salt water environment of the island. The bronze 
poles will also be less intrusive in the bird nesting area where the original tipi was 
erected.  This site of the poles is important as it reflects the rising and setting of the sun. 
A plaque will be installed to explain the reason why the tipi was erected and the 
environmental concerns of the nesting birds. This feature shall be included as part of the 
audio tour. 

20. Future permanent exhibits reflecting Indigenous culture shall have a corresponding 
explanation written by Native contributors, managers, or Indians of All Tribes. Any new 
exhibits reflecting Native culture shall be included as part of the audio tour available to 
visitors. 

21. Visitors to the island will be encouraged by Rangers to visit the New Industries Building 
in order to experience the Cultural Center/Museum. 

 
 



From: McKinney, Matt
To: Callaghan, Molly J
Cc: Interior, Scheduling; Trujillo, Tanya M; janwaterguy@gmail.com


Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Event Request Form
Date: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 9:48:06 AM
Attachments: OS Event Request Form Tribal Leaders Forum CRB.docx

Invitation to Sec Haaland 3.16.21.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

Hi Molly
Just checking-in to make sure you received the completed document (attached
again FYI) and wondering when we might know about the Secretary’s availability
and participation.
All the best,
Matthew McKinney, Ph.D.
406-459-5166
www.naturalresourcespolicy.org

From: "McKinney, Matt" <matthew.mckinney@umontana.edu>
Date: Friday, March 26, 2021 at 9:20 AM
To: "Callaghan, Molly J" <molly_callaghan@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Interior, Scheduling" <Scheduling_Interior@ios.doi.gov>, "Trujillo, Tanya M"
<tanya_trujillo@ios.doi.gov>, Daryl Vigil <janwaterguy@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Event Request Form

Hi Molly
See attached, and please let me know what else you need.
Happy to talk any time and to provide additional information.
All the best and thanks in advance for your time and effort.
best
Matthew McKinney, Ph.D.
406-459-5166
www.naturalresourcespolicy.org

From: "Callaghan, Molly J" <molly_callaghan@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Thursday, March 25, 2021 at 5:28 PM
To: "McKinney, Matt" <matthew.mckinney@umontana.edu>



Cc: "Interior, Scheduling" <Scheduling_Interior@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Event Request Form
Hello,
Thank you for your invitation to Secretary Deb Haaland to participate in your event. Please complete
and return the attached request form. As soon as we receive the completed form, we will be able to
further process your request accordingly.
We look forward to being in touch.
Best,
Molly Callaghan
Advance Representative
U.S. Department of the Interior
C: 202-538-2171
Email: molly callaghan@ios.doi.gov
Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)



U.S. Department of the Interior – Office of the Secretary 

Event Information Request Form 
To ensure that the appropriate individual within the Department of the Interior is participating at your 
event and because the Office of the Secretary is committed to maintaining the highest ethical 
standards, we need the information requested below before we can agree to confirm a speaker or as an 
attendee at an external event. 
 
Please submit the completed form to Scheduling Interior@ios.doi.gov  
Providing detailed responses and including all requested attachments in one signal submission will 
assist with a timely turnaround. 
 
If you have any questions you may contact the Scheduling Office at 202-208-7551. 
 
Event Title: 
Please note if the event is a weekly, 
monthly, annual, etc. 

Tribal Leaders Forum | Colorado River Basin 
 
Schedule is evolving … this will be the second meeting 
of tribal leaders 
 

Event Date:  
please note if the date is flexible 

April 22, 2021 
Not flexible given the schedules of tribal leaders 

Event Time:  Total Time: two hours 
Exact Speaking Time: as long as the Secretary is available 
Speech/Remarks Length: most interested in a conversation 
with the Secretary and 30 tribal leaders 
  

Event Location: 
 

Virtual Platform: Zoom-based 
Link:  

OR 
Venue: 
Address: 
City & State:  
 

Contact information:  
Identify if organizing and day of contact(s) 
is the same or different 
 

Organizing Contact(s): 
 
Name: Matt McKinney 
Email: 
matthew.mckinney@umontana. 
edu 
Phone: 406-459-5166 
 

Day of Contact(s): 
 
SAME 
 
Name: 
Email: 
Phone: 

Brief event description and purpose:  
 
 

Description: The Tribal Leaders Forum for the 
Colorado River Basin is the only basin-wide forum for 
all 30 tribal leaders in the basin to come together, 
exchange information, and address common issues. The 
initial meeting of the TLF was convened in February 
2021, so the Secretary’s participation in this second 
gathering will help shape the purpose and scope of the 
TLF for the immediate future and longer. 
Purpose: To facilitate a conversation among tribal 
leaders and Secretary Haaland on issues related to the 
negotiation of a new framework for managing the 







 
 

of the event, prior attendance by DOI 
officials, etc.  
What does the invitation include: 
registration/conference event fee; meals or 
refreshments; receptions or other 
entertainment; informational materials; 
memento or token of appreciation; and/or 
travel (ground or air transportation, hotel, 
etc.). 

N/A 

Does the invitation include a plus one?  
If yes, will others in attendance generally be 
accompanied by a spouse or other guest?  

Sure 

What is the public registration/ticket fee 
to attend/participate in the event? 

N/A 

Any additional notes or information? 
 

No 

 
 

*IMPORTANT NOTE: The purpose of these questions is to elicit information relevant to 
the ethics analysis and is not a solicitation or request for anything of value by the 

Department or any of its employees. 



 
March 16, 2021 
 
Honorable Deb Haaland 
Secretary of the Interior  
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Haaland: 
 
Congratulations on your appointment as the first Native American to serve as the Secretary 
of the U.S. Department of the Interior. We very much look forward to working with you and 
other leaders at the Department. 
 
On behalf of the Tribal Leaders Forum for the Colorado River Basin (TLF), we are writing to 
invite you to participate in the April 2021 meeting of the Tribal Leaders Forum. The Zoom-
based meeting is scheduled for April 22, 2021 from 10:00am to 12:00pm MDT. 
 
The TLF was launched by tribal leaders in February 2021 to establish a tribes-led process 
for the 29 sovereign tribes in the Colorado River Basin to influence policy and governance 
in the basin, beginning with the renegotiation of the 2007 Interim Guidelines for the 
Colorado River. Tanya Trujillo, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science, 
and Daniel Cordalis, Deputy Solicitor for Water, both participated in the February meeting. 
 
The tribes share a common interest in ensuring recognition of and respect for tribal water 
rights and the removal of barriers that have hindered equal treatment of tribal rights in the 
past. The TLF is based on the realization that tribes have historically been excluded from 
Colorado River policy discussions and that there is currently no single forum for leaders of 
all basin tribes to advance shared interests in the governance and use of the Colorado 
River.  
 
Given the Department’s responsibility for developing and implementing the next 
management framework for the Colorado River, along with the Biden Administration’s 
demonstrated commitment to enhance tribal consultation and participation in decision-
making, we would like to facilitate a discussion with you and tribal leaders on the role of 
tribes in the renegotiation of the 2007 Interim Guidelines given the  
 
The Water & Tribes Initiative (WTI) is facilitating the TLF and providing other backbone 
support. Please let us know if you have any comments, questions, or suggestions. Thank 
you advance for your time and consideration.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 
 



Sincerely, 
 
Daryl Vigil  
Jicarilla Apache Nation 
Water & Tribes Initiative 
janwaterguy@gmail.com 
575-419-2744 

Matthew McKinney 
Water & Tribes Initiative 
matthew.mckinney@umontana.edu 
406-459-5166

 



From: Sam Cook
To: Interior, Scheduling
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Event Request Form
Date: Tuesday, May 4, 2021 8:59:44 PM
Attachments: OS Event Request Form.docx

COVID Ops Plan Summer-Fall 2021 final-43021.pdf
IPD 2021 Draft Agenda.docx

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.

To Whom It May Concern,

Please find my completed request form along with a draft agenda for the event and our
University COVID-19 guidelines. Please let me know if you need additional information.

Warmest Regards,
Sam Cook
Samuel R. Cook, Ph.D.
Presidential Advisor on American Indian Initiatives
Director, American Indian Studies
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology
644 McBryde
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
Office: (540) 231-9596
(Cell: (540) 808-7807
sacook2@vt.edu

On Wed, Apr 28, 2021 at 5:24 PM Interior, Scheduling <Scheduling_Interior@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Hello,

Thank you for extending an invitation to Secretary Haaland to participate in your event.
Please complete and return the attached request form. As soon as the completed form is
received, The Office of Scheduling and Advance will be able to further process this request.
Updates will be provided accordingly regarding the status of this request.

Best,

Office of Scheduling and Advance

Department of Interior

Every e-mail sent or received is subject to the release under the Freedom of Information Act




