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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL      January 27, 2021 
 
Freedom of Information Act Request 
 
William Holzerland 
MS-7328, MIB 
Office of the Secretary FOIA Office 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
osfoia@ios.doi.gov 
 

Re: Records Relating External Communications by Principal Deputy 
Secretary – Land and Minerals Management Laura Daniel-Davis 

 
Dear FOIA Officer,  
 
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended 
(FOIA), from the Protect the Public’s Trust (PPT), which operates as a non-profit 
organization dedicated to promoting ethics in government and restoring the public’s trust 
in government officials.  
 

Records Requested 
 
We are requesting copies of the following records: 
 

1. Text messages, whether stored on a Department-issued or personal device, 
between Mr. Alan Salazar and Ms. Laura Daniel-Davis on or around March 26, 
2021 concerning a bison donation in Denver.  A text communication is referenced 
in a March 26 email from Mr. Salazar to Ms. Daniel-Davis and appears to involve 
the conduct of official Department business.  This email was previously produced 
as page 373 of the Interim Response to FOIA request DOI-OS-2021-004545; 

2. Records of any other text messages sent or received by Ms. Daniel-Davis, 
whether on a Department-issued or personal device, from January 20, 2021 
through the date the search is conducted that involve the conduct of official 
Department business. 

3. All records of any communications between Ms. Daniel-Davis and Department 
ethics officials concerning the National Wildlife Federation. 

4. All records of any communication between Ms. Daniel-Davis and any of the 
following individuals: 

• Kent A. Salazar; 
• Bill Houston; 
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• John Robbins; 
• Mary A. Van Kerrebrook; 
• Siva Sundaresan; 
• Kathy Hadley; 
• Michael Bartlett; 
• Arthur “Butch” Blazer; 
• Alan J. Blinken; 
• Carol Buie-Jackson; 
• Allyn Dukes; 
• Jomar Floyd; 
• Scott Gilmore; 
• John Goss; 
• Brianna Jones Rich; 
• Cody Kamrowski; 
• Koalani Kaulukukui-Barbee; 
• Frederick Kowal; 
• James (Jay) Lanier III; 
• Catherine A. Novelli; 
• Miguel Ordeñana; 
• Mamie Parker; 
• Stevie Parsons; 
• Rebecca Pritchett; 
• Sally Ranney; 
• Lyndzee Rhine; 
• Norman Ritchie; 
• Phillip Roos; 
• Seth Ross; 
• John Salazar; 
• Robert Speidel; 
• Rachel Sprague; 
• Greer Tidwell; 
• Gloria Tom; 
• Beth Viola; 
• Dianne Dillon-Ridgley; 
• Veronica Eady; 
• Nicholas Franchot; 
• E. Wayne Nordberg; 
• Truman Semans; 
• Deborah Spalding; 
• Eric Steinmiller; 
• Collin O’Mara; 
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• Mustafa Santiago Ali; 
• Chanté Coleman; 
• Heather Davis Miller;  
• Catherine Itoh; 
• Benjamin Kota; 
• Sarah Laskin; 
• Kim Martinez; 
• Dawn Rodney; 
• Mike Saccone; 
• Dirk Sellers; or 
• Karen Wagner. 

 
For this request, the term “all records” refers to, but is not limited to, any and all 
documents, correspondence, emails, text messages, letters, notes, telephone records, 
telephone notes, minutes, memoranda, comments, files, presentations, telephone logs, 
digital logs such as those produced by Microsoft Teams, and/or all other responsive 
records, in draft or final form. 

 
This request is not meant to exclude any other request that, although not specifically 
requested, are reasonably related to the subject matter of this request. If you or your 
office have destroyed or determine to withhold any records that could be reasonably 
construed to be responsive to this request, I ask that you indicate this fact and the reasons 
therefore in your response. 
 
Under the FOIA Improvement Act of 2016, agencies are prohibited from denying 
requests for information under the FOIA unless the agency reasonably believes release of 
the information will harm an interest that is protected by the exemption. FOIA 
Improvement Act of 2016 (Public Law No. 114-185), codified at 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(8)(A).  
 
Should you decide to invoke a FOIA exemption, please include sufficient information for 
us to assess the basis for the exemption, including any interest(s) that would be harmed 
by release. Please include a detailed ledger which includes: 
 

1. Basic factual material about each withheld record, including the originator, 
date, length, general subject matter, and location of each item; and 
 

2. Complete explanations and justifications for the withholding, including the 
specific exemption(s) under which the record (or portion thereof) was 
withheld and a full explanation of how each exemption applies to the withheld 
material. Such statements will be helpful in deciding whether to appeal an 
adverse determination. Your written justification may help to avoid litigation. 
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If you determine that portions of the records requested are exempt from disclosure, we 
request that you segregate the exempt portions and mail the non-exempt portions of such 
records to my attention at the address below within the statutory time limit. 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b).  
 
PPT is willing to receive records on a rolling basis. 
 

Format of Requested Records 

Under FOIA, you are obligated to provide records in a readily accessible electronic 
format and in the format requested. See, e.g., 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(B) (“In making any 
record available to a person under this paragraph, an agency shall provide the record in 
any form or format requested by the person if the record is readily reproducible by the 
agency in that form or format.”). “Readily accessible” means text-searchable and OCR-
formatted. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(B). We ask that you please provide all records in an 
electronic format. Additionally, please provide the records either in (1) load-ready format 
with a .CSV file index or Excel spreadsheet, or; (2) for files that are in .PDF format, 
without any “portfolios” or “embedded files.” Portfolios and embedded files within files 
are not readily accessible. Please do not provide the records in a single, or “batched,” 
.PDF file. We appreciate the inclusion of an index.  

If you should seek to withhold or redact any responsive records, we request that you: (1) 
identify each such record with specificity (including date, author, recipient, and parties 
copied); (2) explain in full the basis for withholding responsive material; and (3) provide 
all segregable portions of the records for which you claim a specific exemption. 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(b). Please correlate any redactions with specific exemptions under FOIA.  

Fee Waiver Request 

Under FOIA, a party is entitled to a fee waiver when “disclosure of the information is in 
the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding 
of the operations or activities of the [Federal] government and is not primarily in the 
commercial interest of the requester.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The Interior FOIA 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. § 2.48(a)(1)-(4) establish the same standard.  

PPT should be granted a fee waiver.  This request concerns information that is likely to 
contribute significantly to the public understanding of the operations of the Federal 
government, is made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating information, and is 
not for the commercial benefit of the requestor. 

This request is likely to contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of the 
operations or activities of a federal agency.  This request concerns the operations and 
activities of the Department of the Interior, a federal agency.  Specifically, this request 
seeks records that will provide insight into whether Ms. Daniel-Davis, a high ranking 
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official in the Department, has been using a personal device to conduct government 
business, which has implications for Federal record keeping requirements, and whether 
Ms. Daniel-Davis has been communicating with people associated with her former 
employer.  Official communications between a political appointee and their former 
employer are generally prohibited during an appointee’s first two years in office under 
the Biden Administration Ethics Pledge. See Executive Order 13989: Ethics 
Commitments by Executive Branch Personnel at § 1(2) & § 2(j), 86 Fed. Reg. 7029 (Jan. 
25, 2021). 

PPT is an organization primarily engaged in disseminating information.  Specifically, 
PPT operates as a non-profit organization that informs, educates, and counsels the public 
about the importance of government officials acting consistently with their ethics 
obligations. PPT intends to publish information from requested records on its website, 
distribute the records and expert analysis to its followers through social media channels 
including Twitter, Facebook, and other similar platforms. PPT also has a robust network 
of reporters, bloggers, and media publications interested in its content and that have 
durable relationships with the organization. PPT intends to use any or all of these far-
reaching media outlets to share with the public information obtained as a result of this 
request.  

Through these means, PPT will ensure: (1) that the information requested contributes 
significantly to the public’s understanding of the government’s operations or activities; 
(2) that the information enhances the public’s understanding to a greater degree than 
currently exists; (3) that PPT possesses the expertise to explain the requested information 
to the public; (4) that PPT possesses the ability to disseminate the requested information 
to the general public; (5) and that the news media recognizes PPT as a reliable source in 
the field of government ethics and conduct.  

Access to government records, disclosure forms, and similar materials through FOIA 
requests is essential to PPT’s role of educating the general public. PPT operates as a 
nonprofit organization with supporters and members of the public who seek a transparent, 
ethical and impartial government that makes decisions in the best interests of all 
Americans, not former employers and special interests. PPT has no commercial interest 
and will realize no commercial benefit from the release of the requested records.  

Accordingly, PPT qualifies for a full fee waiver and expedited processing. 

IV. Conclusion 
 
For all of the foregoing reasons, PPT qualifies for a full fee waiver. We hope that the 
Department will immediately grant this fee waiver request and begin to search and 
disclose the requested records without any unnecessary delays.  
 



 

 6 

If you have any questions, please contact me at foia@protectpublicstrust.org. All records 
and any related correspondence should be sent to my attention at the address below.  
 
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
      Morgan Yardis 
      Research and Publication Associate 
      foia@protectpublicstrust.org 
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