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 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Good morning, Melissa.
 
Sorry to bother you, but I wanted to reach out on behalf of one of our board members, Scott
Gilmore, deputy executive director of the Denver Parks and Recreation Department. He is interested
in seeing if Secretary Haaland would consider offering a quote in support of a policy change the city
is trying to make in the next couple weeks that will benefit Tribes and wildlife alike.
 
In a nutshell: Denver Parks and Recreation has two bison herds, one at Genesse Park and another at
Daniels Park. They are trying to change their program, which currently auctions off surplus bison to
keep herds and land capacity at a sustainable level, to instead transfer the surplus bison to Native
American Tribes.
 
The new approach, as proposed, would work with the Intertribal Buffalo Council, Denver American
Indian Commission, and the TallBull Memorial Council on the designation and transfer of the surplus
bison. The Intertribal Buffalo Council works with 69 tribes in 19 states who have bison herd
conservation programs, and more are developing across the country. This act will restore bison back
to Tribes and back to Tribal lands for cultural and spiritual preservation.
 
This is being done on a fast-track basis because the bison are expected to have calves in mid-April.
 
If this goes through, the bison this year would be transferred to the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of
Oklahoma.
 
The proposed ordinance is attached to this email. I’m also happy to pass along more information or
to connect you or your policy colleagues with Scott, if it’s helpful.
 
Thanks for your consideration.
 

Mike Saccone
Associate Vice President, Communications
National Wildlife Federation
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